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SCHEDULE

CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND CO-
OPERATION IN RESPECT OF INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION

CHAPTER VI

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 28
The Convention does not affect any law of a State of origin which requires that the
adoption of a child habitually resident within that State take place in that State or
which prohibits the child's placement in, or transfer to, the receiving State prior to
adoption.

Article 29
There shall be no contact between the prospective adoptive parents and the child's
parents or any other person who has care of the child until the requirements of
Article 4, sub-paragraphs a to c, and Article 5, sub-paragraph a, have been met,
unless the adoption takes place within a family or unless the contact is in compliance
with the conditions established by the competent authority of the State of origin.

Article 30

1. The competent authorities of a Contracting State shall ensure that information
held by them concerning the child's origin, in particular information concerning the
identity of his or her parents, as well as the medical history, is preserved.

2. They shall ensure that the child or his or her representative has access to such
information, under appropriate guidance, in so far as is permitted by the law of that
State.

Article 31
Without prejudice to Article 30, personal data gathered or transmitted under the
Convention, especially data referred to in Articles 15 and 16, shall be used only for
the purposes for which they were gathered or transmitted.

Article 32

1. No one shall derive improper financial or other gain from an activity related
to an intercountry adoption.

2. Only costs and expenses, including reasonable professional fees of persons
involved in the adoption, may be charged or paid.
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3. The directors, administrators and employees of bodies involved in an adoption
shall not receive remuneration which is unreasonably high in relation to services
rendered.

Article 33
A competent authority which finds that any provision of the Convention has not
been respected or that there is a serious risk that it may not be respected, shall
immediately inform the Central Authority of its State. This Central Authority shall
be responsible for ensuring that appropriate measures are taken.

Article 34
If the competent authority of the State of destination of a document so requests,
a translation certified as being in conformity with the original must be furnished.
Unless otherwise provided, the costs of such translation are to be borne by the
prospective adoptive parents.

Article 35
The competent authorities of the contracting States shall act expeditiously in the
process of adoption.

Article 36

In relation to a State which has two or more systems of law with regard to adoption
applicable in different territorial units—

(a) any reference to habitual residence in that State shall be construed as
referring to habitual residence in a territorial unit of that State;

(b) any reference to the law of that State shall be construed as referring to the
law in force in the relevant territorial unit;

(c) any reference to the competent authorities or to the public authorities of
that State shall be construed as referring to those authorised to act in the
relevant territorial unit;

(d) any reference to the accredited bodies of that State shall be construed as
referring to bodies accredited in the relevant territorial unit.

Article 37
In relation to a State which with regard to adoption has two or more systems of law
applicable to different categories of persons, any reference to the law of that State
shall be construed as referring to the legal system specified by the law of that State.

2



 Document Generated: 2024-04-16 c. 11
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Adoption

(Intercountry Aspects) Act (Northern Ireland) 2001, CHAPTER VI. (See end of Document for details)

Article 38
A State within which different territorial units have their own rules of law in respect
of adoption shall not be bound to apply the Convention where a State with a unified
system of law would not be bound to do so.

Article 39

1. The convention does not affect any international instrument to which
Contracting States are Parties and which contains provisions on matters governed
by the Convention, unless a contrary declaration is made by the States parties to
such instrument.

2. Any Contracting State may enter into agreements with one or more other
Contracting States, with a view to improving the application of the Convention in
their mutual relations. These agreements may derogate only from the provisions of
Articles 14 to 16 and 18 to 21. The States which have concluded such an agreement
shall transmit a copy to the depositary of the Convention.

Article 40
No reservation to the Convention shall be permitted.

Article 41
The Convention shall apply in every case where an application pursuant to Article
14 has been received after the Convention has entered into force in the receiving
State and the State of origin.

Article 42
The Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private International Law shall
at regular intervals convene a Special Commission in order to review the practical
operation of the Convention.
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