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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1986 No. 595

The Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986

PART II
COMPULSORY ADMISSION TO HOSPITAL AND GUARDIANSHIP

Functions of nearest relative of patient

Assignment of functions by nearest relative

35.—(1)  The nearest relative of any patient who is liable to be detained or subject to guardianship
under this Part may assign his functions as such under this Order to any person (other than the patient)
who indicates in writing his willingness to exercise those functions.

(2)  Any person who wishes to assign, under this Article, his functions as nearest relative under
this Order shall give notice of the assignment in the prescribed form to the responsible[F1 authority].

(3)  On the receipt by the responsible[F1 authority] of the notice referred to in paragraph (2),
the provisions of this Order shall, subject to Article 36(5), apply in relation to the patient as if for
any reference to the nearest relative of the patient there were substituted a reference to the person
to whom the nearest relative has assigned his functions under this Order and (without prejudice to
Articles 36 and 37) shall so apply notwithstanding that the person who was the patient's nearest
relative at the time of the assignment is no longer his nearest relative.

F1 1994 NI 2

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Art. 35 applied (with modifications.) (31.3.2013) by Mental Health (Private Hospitals) Regulations

(Northern Ireland) 2013 (S.R. 2013/22), regs. 1, 3(3)(v), 4
C2 Art. 35 applied (with modifications) (31.3.2013) by Mental Health (Private Hospitals) Regulations

(Northern Ireland) 2012 (S.R. 2012/403), regs. 1, 3(3)(ee)(i), 4
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