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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 1320

The Road Traffic Offenders (Northern Ireland) Order 1996

PART IV
FIXED PENALTIES

Notices fixed to vehicles

“Owner”, “statutory statement” and “official form”

73.—(1)  For the purposes of this Part, the owner of a vehicle shall be taken to be the person
by whom the vehicle is kept; and for the purposes of determining, in the course of any proceedings
brought by virtue of Article 69(3), who was the owner of a vehicle at any time, it shall be presumed
that the owner was the person who was the registered keeper of the vehicle at that time.

(2)  Notwithstanding the presumption in paragraph (1), it is open to the defence in any proceedings
to prove that the person who was the registered keeper of a vehicle at a particular time was not the
person by whom the vehicle was kept at that time and to the prosecution to prove that the vehicle
was kept by some other person at that time.

(3)  References in this Part to statutory statements of any description are references to the statutory
statement of that description defined in Schedule 2; and that Schedule shall also have effect for the
purpose of requiring certain information to be provided in official forms for the statutory statements
so defined to assist persons in completing those forms and generally in determining what action to
take in response to a notice to owner.

(4)  In this Part “official form”, in relation to a statutory statement mentioned in Schedule 2 or a
statement under Article 71(2), means a document supplied by or on behalf of the Chief Constable
[F1or the Department] for use in making that statement.

F1 Words in art. 73(4) inserted (13.12.2010) by Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 (S.I.
2007/916 (N.I. 10)), arts. 1(3), 16, Sch. 2 para. 11; S.R. 2010/370, art. 2(1), Sch. Pt. 1
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– art. 15(1) power to apply conferred by S.I. 2007/916 (N.I.) Sch. 1 para. 8
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– art. 63A(7) added by 2016 c. 11 (N.I.) s. 11(1)(d)
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