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1975 No. 315 

ROAD TRAFFIC AND VEIDCLES 

Traffic Signs (Temporary Obstructions) Regulations (Northem Ireland) 1975 

Made 

Coming into operation 

12th November 1975 

15th December 1975 

The Department of the Environment. in exercise of the powers conferred 
by section 108(1)(a) and (b) of the Road Traffic Act (Northern Irt(land) 
1970(a) .and now vested in it(b) and every other power enabling it in that 
behalf. hereby makes the following regulations: 

1. These regulations may be cited as the Traffic Signs (Temporary Ob
structions) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1975 and shall come into operation 
on 15th December 1975. 

2. The Traffic Signs (Temporary Obstructions) Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1969(c) are hereby revoked. 

3.-(1) A traffic sign of the size, colour and type hereinafter prescribed 
(hereinafter called "the triangle sign") shall convey to traffic the warning ot 
a temporary obstruction on the carriageway of a road. 

(2) The triangle sign shall-
-Ca) be of the size, colour and type shown either in the diagram in Part 

I of Schedule 1 or Part I of Schedule 2 subject, however, in each case. 
to the provisions of Part II of Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 as the case 
may be; 

Cb) in the case of the sign shown in the diagram in Part I of Schedule 1 
be. so constructed that it will stand firmly on the surface of a road with 
apex pointing upwards; 

Cc) be so constructed that it is unlikely to cause more than superficial 
damage to any vehicle which may pass over it when it is standing on 
the surface of a road; and . 

Cd) 'be legibly and permanently marked-:- . 
Ci) in the case of the sign shown in Part I of Schedule 1. with the 

specification number of the British Standard for an Advance
Warning Triangle to indicate temporary obstructions, namely 
B.S.AU47: 1965, or . 

. (ii) in the case of the sign shown in the diagram in Part I of Schedule 
2 .. with the marking designated as an approval mark by regula
tion 2 of the Motor Vehicles (Designation 'of Approval Marks) 
Regulations 1974Cd). . 

4.-.(1) Any person not otherwise authoris~d to do so may place the tri
angle sign on'a road for the purpose of warmng traffic of a temporary· ob-
struction on a carriageway.· . 

(a) 1970 c. 2 (N.I.) 
(b) S.R. & 0_ (N.I.) 1972 No. 111 Article 2 (p. 414) and S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1973 No. 504 

Article 4 (H, p. 2992) 
(c) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1969 No. 37 (p. 183) 
(d) S.I. 1974/764 (1974 I, p. 2928) 
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(2) Any triangl!1 sign placed on a road by any such person shall be placed 
at least 50 yards away from. the obstruction and in a P9sition from which the 
sign will warn traffic approaching the obstruction oil. the same side of the 
carriageway as that on which the obstruction is situate. and shall be placed 
facing such traffic and with apex pointing upwards. 

(3). A triangle sign shown in the diagram in Part I of Schedule .:2 shall be 
supported in such a way as to maintain the sign firmly in an upright position 
with the apex pointing upwards and so that the distance between the lower 
side of the sign and the road surface shall not exceed 300 millimetres. 

5. Nothing in the Motorways Traffic Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
1963(e) shall preclude any person from placing the triangle sign on or re
moving it from a motorway~ 

Sealed with the' Official Seal of the Department of the Environment for 
Northern Ireland on 12th November 1975. 

(L.s.) Daniel Barry 
Assistant Secretary 

(e) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1963 No. 233 (p. 824) 
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SCHEDULE 1 

ThIANG:LE SIGN (see regulation 3) 

'PART I 

1\ 

350 mm, 

450min, 
550 mox, 

PART II 

No. ' 3IS 

1. The areas marked A, B and C on the diagram indicate areas of surface 
,on the triangle as follows: 

A. Red reflectorised surface. Not more' than a total of 15cm2 may be 
obscured by constructional components. 

B. Red fluorescent surface. 
C. May have eitg.er, red reflectorised surface pr a combination of both 

red reflectorised and red fluorescent surfaces. Not more than 10 
cm2 in each corner may be obscured by constructional components. 

2. The corners shall be rounded. 

3. All sides, shall be the ,same length. 

4. All dimensions are in millimetres. 
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. SCHEDULE 2 

ThIANGLB SIGN (see regulation 3) 

. PART I . 

200mio 

PART II 

1485 

1. The areas marked A, Band C on the diagram indicate areas of surface on 
the triangle as follows: 

A. Red reflectorised surface. 

B. Red fluorescent surface (having an area of not less than 315cm2). 

C. Red edging, which may be omitte4. 

2. The corners of the triangle shall be rounded as shown on the diagram. 

3. A,ll sides shall be the same length. 

4 •. All dimensions on the diagram are ?n millimetres. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

No. 315 

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate 
their general purport.) 

These regulations prescribe "triangle" signs which may ,be placed by any- ' 
one on the carriageway, footway, verge or any other. part of any road to warn 
traffic of a temporary obstruction on the carriageway. 

The "triangle" sign used must be of the type prescribed in either Schedule 
1 or Schedule 2 and should be placed at lel;lst 50 yards away from the ob
struction in a position from which it will warn traffic on the same side of the 
carriageway as that on which the obstruction is situate. 

Either sign may be used in the United Kingdom but the type prescribed 
in Schedule 2 conforms to the 'specifications laid down by the Economic 
Commission for Europe, ~n,d the carriage and use of advance· warning tri
angles is required by certain continental countries. 
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