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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1999 No. 454

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999

Part III
Plates, Markings, Testing and Inspection

Vehicle identification numbers

80.—(1)  This regulation applies to a wheeled vehicle which is first used on or after 22nd June
1987 and to which the Northern Ireland Regulations apply.

(2)  A vehicle to which this regulation applies shall be equipped with a plate which is in a
conspicuous and readily accessible position, is affixed to a vehicle part which is not normally subject
to replacement and shows clearly and indelibly—

(a) the vehicle identification number in accordance with the requirements specified—
(i) in the case of a vehicle first used before 1st October 1991, in paragraphs 3.1.1 and

3.1.2 of the Annex to Community Directive 76/114/EEC;
(ii) in any case, in sections 3 and 4 of the Annex to Community Directive 78/507/EEC;

(b) the name of the manufacturer; and
(c) the approval reference number of either—

(i) the type approval certificate which relates to the vehicle model or the model variant
of the vehicle model, as the case may be, issued in accordance with regulation 9(1)
of, and Part I or II of Schedule 3 to, the Northern Ireland Regulations; or

(ii) the Department’s approval certificate which relates to the vehicle, issued in
accordance with regulation 9(2) of, and Part I or II of Schedule 4 to, those
Regulations.

Provided that the information required to be shown under sub-paragraph (c) may be shown
clearly and indelibly on an additional plate which is fitted in a conspicuous and readibly
accessible position and which is affixed to a vehicle part which is not normally subject to
replacement.

(3)  The vehicle identification number of a vehicle to which this regulation applies shall be marked
on the chassis, frame or other similar structure, on the offside of the vehicle, in a clearly visible and
accessible position, and by a method such as hammering or stamping, in such a way that it cannot
be obliterated or deteriorate.
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