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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1999 No. 454

Motor Vehicles (Construction and Use)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1999

Part IV
Conditions Relating to Use

C —

Trailers and Sidecars

Use of mechanical coupling devices

99.—(1)  This regulation applies to every light passenger vehicle first used on or after 20th April
1999 in respect of which an EC certificate of conformity has effect.

(2)  No person shall use or cause or permit to be used on a road any vehicle to which this regulation
applies unless any mechanical coupling device which is attached to it complies with the relevant
technical and installation requirements of Annexes I, V, VI and VII of Community Directive 94/20(1)
and is marked in accordance with sub-paragraphs 3.3.4 to 3.3.5 of Annex I to that Directive.

(3)  For the purposes of this regulation, in a case where a vehicle is drawing a trailer a mechanical
coupling device shall not be regarded as being attached to that vehicle if it forms part of the trailer.

(4)  In this regulation “mechanical coupling device” shall be construed in accordance with
paragraph 2.1 of Annex I to Community Directive 94/20.

(1) O.J. No. L195, 29.7.94, p. 1


