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STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND

1999 No. 6
MAGISTRATES' COURTS

Magistrates' Courts (Amendment)
Rules (Northern Ireland) 1999

Made - - - - 7th January 1999
Coming into operation 31st January 1999

The Lord Chancellor, in exercise of the powers conferred on him by Article 13 of the Magistrates'
Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981(1) and Articles 81(5) and 81A(11) of the Police and Criminal
Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1989(2) and of all other powers enabling him in that behalf, on
the advice of the Magistrates' Courts Rules Committee and after consultation with the Lord Chief
Justice, hereby makes the following Rules:—

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1) These Rules may be cited as the Magistrates' Courts (Amendment) Rules (Northern
Ireland) 1999 and shall come into operation on 31st January 1999.

(2) In these Rules, the “principal Rules” means the Magistrates' Courts Rules (Northern Ireland)
1984(3) and a reference to a Rule or Form by number means the Rule or Form so numbered in the
principal Rules.

Amendment to Rule 5 of the principal Rules
2. For Rule 5, there shall be substituted the following new Rule —

“S. Subject to the Children and Young Persons Act (Northern Ireland) 1968(4) and the
Criminal Justice (Children) (Northern Ireland) Order 1998(5), nothing in these Rules shall
affect the operation of the Magistrates' Courts (Criminal Justice (Children)) Rules (Northern
Ireland) 1999(6).”

(1) S.I 1981/1675 (N.I. 26)

(2) S.I. 1989/1341 (N.I. 12); to which the most recent relevant amendments were made by S.I. 1995/757 (N.I. 3) and S.L.
1998/1504 (N.1. 9)

(3) S.R. 1984 No. 225; to which the most recent relevant amendments were made by S.R. 1996 No. 126 and S.R. 1997 No. 428

4) 1968 c.34 (N.I)

(5) S.I. 1998/1504 (N.1. 9)

(6) S.R.1999 No. 7


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1981/1675
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1989/1341
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1995/757
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1998/1504
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1998/1504
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1984/225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1996/126
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1997/428
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1968/34
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/1998/1504
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/1999/7

Document Generated: 2022-09-25
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Evidence through television link where witness will not give evidence otherwise through fear
or is a child or is to be cross-examined after admission of video recording
3. In Rule 149A paragraph (2) sub-paragraph (b), for the word “juvenile” there shall be

199

substituted the word “magistrates'.

Evidence

4. After Rule 149A, there shall be inserted the following new Rule 149AA—

“Video recordings of testimony from a child

149AA.—(1) In proceedings for an offence to which Article 81(3) of the Police and
Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (in this Rule known as “the 1989 Order”)
applies, any party may apply to the court for leave under Article 81A(2) of the 1989 Order
to tender in evidence a video recording of testimony if—

(a) in the case of an offence falling within Article 81(3)(a) or (b) of the 1989 Order,
the witness is under the age of 14 or, if he was under 14 when the video recording
was made, is under the age of 15; or

(b) in the case of an offence falling within Article 81(3)(c) of the 1989 Order, the
witness is under the age of 17 or, if he was under 17 when the video recording
was made, is under the age of 18; and

the video recording is of an interview conducted between an adult and a person coming
within sub-paragraph (a) or (b) (not being the accused or one of the accused) which relates
to any matter or issue in the proceedings.

(2) An application under paragraph (1) shall be made by giving notice in writing, which
shall be in the form prescribed in Form 15B in Schedule 1. Such notice shall state the
grounds of the application and shall be accompanied by the video recording which it is
proposed to tender in evidence and shall include the following, namely—

(a) the name of the accused and the offence or offences charged;

(b) the name and date of birth of the witness in respect of whom the application is
made;

(c) the date on which the video recording was made;

(d) a statement that in the opinion of the applicant the witness is willing and able to
attend the trial for cross-examination;

(e) a statement of the circumstances in which the video recording was made which
complies with paragraph (4); and

(f) the date on which the video recording was disclosed to the other party or parties.

(3) Where it is proposed to tender part only of a video recording of an interview with
the witness, an application under paragraph (1) must specify that part and be accompanied
by a video recording of the entire interview including those parts of the interview which it
is not proposed to tender in evidence and by a statement of the circumstances in which the
video recording of the entire interview was made which complies with paragraph (4).

(4) The statement of the circumstances in which the video recording was made referred
to in paragraphs 2(e) and (3) shall include the following information, except insofar as it is
contained in the recording itself, namely—

(a) the times at which the recording commenced and finished, including details of
any interruptions;
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(b) the location at which the recording was made and the usual function of the
premises;

(c) the name, age and occupation of any person present at any point during the
recording, the time for which he was present and his relationship (if any) to the
witness and to the accused;

(d) a description of the equipment used, including the number of the cameras used
and whether they were fixed or mobile, the number and location of microphones
and the video format used and whether there were single or multiple recording
facilities; and

(e) the location of the mastertape if the video recording is a copy and details of when
and by whom the copy was made.

(5) An application under paragraph (1) shall be made not less than 14 days before the
commencement of the proceedings to which the application relates.

(6) The period of 14 days under paragraph (5) may be abridged at any time by the court
on an application made in writing, specifying the grounds of the application. The clerk of
petty sessions shall notify all the parties of the decision of the court on the application for
abridgement of time.

(7) The notice under paragraph (2) or (6) shall be served on the clerk of petty sessions
and, at the same time, copies thereof shall be served by the applicant on every other party
to the proceedings. Copies of any video recording required by paragraph (2) or (3) to
accompany the notice shall at the same time be sent to the court and to any other party who
has not already been served with a copy, or in the case of an accused acting in person, shall
be made available for viewing by him.

(8) A party who receives a copy of a notice under paragraph (2) shall, within 7 days of
service of the notice, notify the applicant and the clerk of petty sessions in writing—

(a) whether he objects to the admission of the video recording or recordings
disclosed, giving his reasons why it would not be in the interests of justice for
it to be admitted;

(b) whether he would agree to the admission of part of the video recording or
recording disclosed and if so, which part; and

(c) whether he wishes to be represented at any hearing of the application.

(9) After the expiry of the period referred to in paragraph (8) the court shall determine
whether an application under paragraph (1) is to be dealt with—

(a) without a hearing; or

(b) where any party notifies the clerk of petty sessions pursuant to paragraph (8) that
he objects to the admission of any part of the video recording and that he wishes
to be represented at any hearing, or in any other case where the court so directs, at
a hearing at which the applicant and such other party or parties as the court may
direct may be represented,

and the clerk of petty sessions shall notify the applicant and, where necessary, the other
party or parties, of the time and place of any such hearing.

(10) The clerk of petty sessions shall within 3 working days of the decision of the court
in relation to an application under paragraph (1) being made, notify all the parties of it in
the form prescribed in Form 15C in Schedule 1, and, where leave is granted, the notification
shall state whether the whole or specified parts only of the video recording or recordings
disclosed are to be admitted in evidence.”.
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Taking of Recognizances

5. In Rule 150 paragraph (2), for the words “training school or remand home” there shall be
substituted the words “juvenile justice centre” and for the words “school or home”, there shall be
substituted the word “centre”.

Forms

6. The forms set out in the Schedule shall be inserted in Schedule 1 to the principal Rules in the
place appropriate to their number.

Dated 7th January 1999. Irvine of Lairg, C.
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SCHEDULE Rule 6

“FORM 15BMagistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern

Ireland) Order 1989
Rule 149AA

Artcle 81 A

Agpplication under Ariele 3 1A of the Police and Comis) Evidene {%Northermn
Trelianed ) Cimder 1989 for leave o gencder in evidenes o video recording where
wilness [ urder I4 vears of age o respect of offences falling swithin Article
BL{3per) orib) or under 17 years ol age inrespecl ol otlanees lulling within Anicle
B3
— An application should be made not bess than |4 days before the day fixed for

rhe commencement of the proceedings o which the applicarion relates.

This lorm mdy also be wsed whene so abridgement of e s been graoied

for dhe making of ths applicalion.

— A copy of thuz form and any video reeordingia) o which it relates must be
served l the same dime on every other party wothe procecdings. Where an
accwsed is varepreschted, & copy of the viden reeording shwuld not e sent,
bl st be made wvailable for viewiog by oo

Cose deciils

Complainant e
County Courl Division of;
) PSP
Accused:
The name of the accuses to whor this application relares:

Dzic fixed for commmonccent of procoedings:

Applicalion
Mame o Applicant;
Mame of Applicant’s Solicito

Adldress of Applicant’s Seliciion
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Ciive Driet details of those charees 0
wehivch this applicaticn applics

These details need he completed oniy o
Lhe extent thar 1he informarion is ot
contgined in the video recording itsel!

Stale 1trnes el which recordingy becan
and fovishad melading any intemuptions

Cive wddress and desenpion of
premises where recording made

Inehude nama. ags and oeoupation ot
anyCoe prescil) me Toi which presenl;
relatienship {if any) tn witness and
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Inchule nomber ant tepe of cameras
Clixed or mokile], wombser and oculion
ot microphones, viden formar and
whether zingle or maltiple recording
Lacililies used

State name gl pddvess of keeper of
MAS1erla W

Stule when aoed by whom cech copy
accompunying Lhis notice swis made

Charges

Witness
T

Dale ool dirth:

¥ideo recordingis)

Stabernent as to cincomstances mowhich
video recording was made

Duated 83 of videe recording(y):
Thineds) of video recordinelsy:
Location and noimal function of

premizes where video recnecling was
made:

Deetails of thase present while
reonading was made

Egquipment used

Location of mastertape

Deetails of copy

iNates A copy of Gy video recordings
or vlbier parts of the inlerview with the
withiess which i s po? proposcd o
tender in evidenca must 250 ha
pravided io the couet and the other
pariies. The details ol each such
recording mus: he given as ghove, Tlse
separate shests whene necessary].

Grounds for application:
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| confima hat

(b 1 believe the witness 1s willing mnd able o elicnd the wrial Groorogss.
eauminalion;

(I the celals given in the statarnent of the cicurmstances o whict the video
racovding was nade dbove ane cornool;

te) coeples of the video recordingds) to which this application telates have been
dizelosed to the other parties and their agreement W0 tem being enderad has
= T TR

Ly d copy ol this notice and the video recording (2] oo which it relates have been
servid on ezch party fo the proceedings.

Signuture ol Applcant
Uz
Applicant™ Solicitor Prale e s,

Mote Lo parcty who eceives g copy ol this nelice
I waon wish o object Lo this upplication you are requived wathin 7 days to notify the
apolicant and the clerk of pedy sessions in writing of your chjection-—
(1) giving measons why i would uon be in the interests of justice for the viden
recarding w e admitted;
(i indicating whether you wonld aggse 1o part of the video recording being
achnitled and i 5o, which pun; and
(1] slading whether you wish o be represanted af any hearing of the application,

“FORM 15CMagistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern
Ireland) Order 1989, Article 81 ANotice of decision on application to tender in evidence a video
recording
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Rule 149AA

Cast details

Pelty Sessions District of
Acrysedis) sunymg: Furenn i,
Applicatiim

Mame of Applicant:

M O Applicanl’s Solicioe;
Adddigss wl Suliciien
Refarance:

Dae of Appldicurinn.'

Witnese's name: Mhere of videotape:

Resuli

Lewve 1o wepcer the video secording acoompanying this application 1s relused
on the lollowing prowndssferapted ®granted snhject o the following
comditionrs® Qe details of any editing of the recoeding required o of any
aditional marcriai dischoscd o be added?.

Eesidenl 3euyisiral:
¥fdelere an apppronriots [Clerk off Pelyy Sessions|”

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Rules.)

These Rules amend the Magistrates' Courts Rules (Northern Ireland) 1984 (the principal Rules) so
as to reflect the amendments to the Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1989
(the 1989 Order) made by paragraphs 37 and 38 of Schedule 5 to the Criminal Justice (Children)
(Northern Ireland) Order 1998.

The Rules insert a new Rule 149AA into the principal Rules to provide for applications to
magistrates' courts for leave under Article 81A of the 1989 Order (video recordings of testimony
from child witnesses).
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