
Synodical Government Measure 1969 (c. 2)
SCHEDULE 4 – Transitional Provisions
Document Generated: 2024-04-11

1

Status: Point in time view as at 01/02/1991.
Changes to legislation: There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial

team to Synodical Government Measure 1969. Any changes that have already been made by the
team appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details)

S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 4 Section 4.

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Extent Information
E1 For extent to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man see s. 9(3)-(5)

Transfer of Functions from Convocations
1 (1) The transfer of functions from the Convocations of Canterbury and York to the

General Synod on the appointed day shall not affect the validity of anything done
by the Convocations before the appointed day in the exercise of those functions; and
any Canons, Acts of Convocation, regulations, directions, instruments or other things
made, given or done by the said Convocations in the exercise of those functions shall,
if in force immediately before that day, continue in force and have effect as if they
had been made, given or done by the General Synod.

(2) Any business of the said Convocations in the exercise of the functions aforesaid,
being business which was pending immediately before the dissolution of the
said Convocations preceding the appointed day, shall not abate by reason of the
dissolution but may be resumed by the General Synod at the stage which the business
had reached immediately before the dissolution.

Reconstitution of Church Assembly
2 (1) The reconstitution of the Church Assembly as the General Synod shall not affect

the validity of anything done by the Assembly before the appointed day; and any
orders, regulations, rules, directions, instruments or other things made, given or done
by the Church Assembly and in force immediately before the appointed day shall
continue in force and have effect as if they had been made, given or done by the
Church Assembly reconstituted as the General Synod.

(2) The reconstitution of the Church Assembly as the General Synod shall not affect any
Boards, Commissions, Committees or other bodies of the Church Assembly which
would otherwise continue in being, or any officers of the Church Assembly (which
expression includes all persons in receipt of salaries paid from the Church Assembly
Fund); and they shall continue as the Boards, Commissions, Committees, bodies and
officers of the General Synod, but without prejudice to the making of such changes
as the General Synod may determine in accordance with its constitution and standing
orders.

(3) Any business pending before the Church Assembly immediately before the
appointed day may be continued by the Assembly reconstituted as the General Synod.
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(4) The Archbishops of Canterbury and York may, before the appointed day, make or
authorise the making of all such temporary appointments and arrangements and the
doing of all such things as they may think necessary to j enable the functions of the
General Synod to be discharged effectively as from the appointed day.

Changes affecting Diocesan and Ruridecanal Conferences
3 (1) The dissolution of a diocesan conference and the transfer of functions from the

conference to a diocesan synod shall not affect the validity of anything done by
the conference before its dissolution or affect the continuance in being of any other
diocesan body; and any scheme, direction, appointment, election, resolution, notice,
instrument or other thing given, made or done by the diocesan conference which
could have been given, made or done by the diocesan synod shall, if in force
immediately before the conference was dissolved, continue in force and have effect
as given, made or done by the diocesan synod.

(2) The repeal of the Representation of the M1Laity Measure 1956 and the Diocesan
Conferences Regulation 1958 shall not take effect as respects any diocesan
conference or ruridecanal conference until that conference is dissolved under this
Measure.

(3) It shall not be necessary to hold any further elections of members of diocesan
conferences and ruridecanal conferences and the term of office of the existing elected
members thereof shall be extended until the conferences are dissolved under this
Measure, and this provision shall be deemed to have had effect as from the 1st
January 1969.

Marginal Citations
M1 1956 No. 2.

Commencement of Church Representation Rules
4 (1) The repeal of the Rules for the Representation of the Laity by this Measure shall

not affect any person’s membership of the House of Laity or of any other body,
or the tenure of any office, or the contents of any church electoral roll, until such
membership is terminated, or such office is vacated, or such roll is revised or
replaced, under the Church Representation Rules.

(2) The references in rule 12(1)(e) of the said Rules to lay members of any deanery
synod, diocesan synod or the General Synod shall, until the said synods are
respectively constituted, be construed as references to lay members of any
ruridecanal conference, diocesan conference or the Church Assembly, and references
in rule 19(2) and (3) and Rule 24(3) to the General Synod shall, until it is constituted,
be construed as references to the Church Assembly.

(3) Any determination, resolution, appointment, ruling, consent or other thing made,
given or done for the purposes of any provision of the Rules for the Representation of
the Laity shall, if in effect immediately before the commencement of this Measure,
continue to have effect, so far as applicable, for the purposes of any corresponding
provision of the Church Representation Rules, and may be revoked or varied as if
made under the last-mentioned Rules.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1956/2
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5 (1) The first elections of parochial representatives of the laity to deanery synods under
the Church Representation Rules shall take place at the annual meetings of parishes
in the year 1970, and the first choosing of members of deanery synods under any
such resolution as is mentioned in Part III of the said Rules shall be completed not
later than thirtieth April in that year, and the powers of diocesan synods under the
said Part III shall, for the purposes of the first elections and choosing as aforesaid,
be exercised by diocesan conferences.

(2) The first elections by the members of deanery synods of members of diocesan
synods under Part IV of the Church Representation Rules shall take place in the year
1970; and the diocesan synods shall forthwith after those elections be constituted in
accordance with the said Part IV, and the powers of diocesan synods under that Part
shall, for the purposes of those first elections, be exercised by diocesan conferences.

(3) The election of members of the House of Laity due to take place in the year 1970
under the Rules for the Representation of the Laity shall be held during the periods
in that year fixed under rule 25(1) of those Rules, and rule 25(4) thereof shall apply
to that election instead of rule 33(4) of the Church Representation Rules, but in other
respects the election and matters connected therewith shall be held and carried out in
accordance with the Church Representation Rules, subject to the modification that
the powers exercisable by the General Synod shall be exercisable by the Church
Assembly (as constituted at the passing of this Measure); and the House of Laity
then elected and constituted shall, on the appointed day, be the House of Laity of
the General Synod.

(4) Any certificate or information required by the Church Representation Rules to be
given to or by the secretaries of deanery synods, diocesan synods or the General
Synod shall, before the said synods are constituted, be given to or by the secretaries
of ruridecanal conferences, diocesan conferences or the Church Assembly, as the
case may be, and the certificate required to be given under rule 25(5) shall certify
the number of beneficed or licensed clergy of the chapter of clergy of the ruridecanal
conference, which shall be treated as if it were the house of clergy of the deanery
synod; and any certificates received by the secretaries of the said conferences shall,
where necessary, be given or sent to the secretaries of the said synods when they are
constituted.

(5) The powers of diocesan synods under rule 23 and rule 28 of the said rules to make
rules of procedure for deanery synods and diocesan synods respectively shall be
exercisable by diocesan conferences before the constitution of diocesan synods,
without prejudice to any rules so made being amended or replaced by diocesan
synods when constituted.

Power to Remove Transitional Difficulties
6 (1) If any difficulty arises on or in connection with any of the transitional matters for

which this Schedule provides, it shall be referred to the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York who may give any directions which they may consider expedient for the
purpose of removing the difficulty, and such directions may extend the time for
doing anything required by the Church Representation Rules for or in connection
with the first elections or choosing of members of any bodies constituted under or
in accordance with those Rules.

(2) Rule 43(6) and (7) of the said Rules shall extend to the functions of the Archbishops
under this paragraph.
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