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Incumbents (Vacation of
Benefices) Measure 1977

1977 No. 1

PART III

ENQUIRIES AND SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS

[F19A Inhibition in disability cases.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, where—
(a) the bishop of a diocese has instructed the secretary of the diocesan synod to

institute an enquiry under Part II of this Measure; or
(b) the tribunal by which an enquiry under Part I of this Measure was conducted

has reported to the bishop in accordance with section 9(2) of this Measure,
and it appears to the bishop that it is desirable in the interests of the Church of England
that he should take action under this section, it shall be lawful for the bishop to cause
a notice to be served on the incumbent who is the subject of the enquiry inhibiting him
from executing or performing without the consent of the bishop any such right or duty
of or incidental to his office as the bishop may specify.

(2) A notice of inhibition shall not be served under subsection (1) above in the
circumstances mentioned in paragraph (a) of that subsection after the tribunal by which
the enquiry was conducted has made its report to the bishop unless it reports that in
its opinion the incumbent concerned is unable by reason of age or infirmity of mind
or body to discharge adequately the duties attaching to his benefice.

(3) Where the tribunal has reported to the bishop that in its opinion the incumbent
concerned is unable by reason of age or infirmity of mind or body to discharge
adequately the duties attaching to his benefice, a notice of inhibition shall not be served
under subsection (1) above after the expiry of the period of three months following
the making of the report unless—
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(a) the bishop has notified the incumbent under section 11(2)(a) of this Measure
that it is desirable that he should resign his benefice, in which case such a
notice may be served at any time before he ceases to be the incumbent; or

(b) the bishop has given the incumbent leave of absence under section 11(2)(c)
of this Measure, in which case such a notice may be served at any time during
the leave of absence.

(4) A notice of inhibition served under subsection (1) above shall cease to have effect—
(a) if it is served before the tribunal makes its report to the bishop, on the making

of the report unless it reports that the incumbent concerned is unable by
reason of age or infirmity of mind or body to discharge adequately the duties
attaching to his benefice; or

(b) on the expiry of the period of three months following the making of the report
to the bishop unless the bishop has taken action under section 11(2)(a) or (c)
of this Measure; or

(c) if the bishop gives the incumbent leave of absence under section 11(2)(c) of
this Measure, on the expiry of the leave of absence; or

(d) on the benefice of the incumbent becoming vacant.

(5) The bishop may at any time revoke a notice of inhibition served under this section.]
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