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Pastoral Measure 1983
1983 No. 1

A MEASURE passed by The General Synod of The Church of England to consolidate
with minor amendments the Pastoral Measure 1968, the Pastoral (Amendment) Measure
1982 and related enactments, which are designed to make better provision for the cure
of souls. [9th May 1983]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)

C1  Actrestricted (1.1.1999) by 1998 No. 1, s. 5(3)(6)(7); Instrument dated 14.10.1998 made by
Archbishops of Canterbury and York

C2  Actmodified (1.4.1994) by 1994 No. 1, s. 14; Instrument dated 25.3.1994 made by Archbishops of
Canterbury and York.

Commencement Information
I Measure not in force at Royal Assent, wholly in force at 1.11.1983 see s. 94(4)

PART I

PROCEDURE FOR MAKING PASTORAL SCHEMES AND ORDERS
Pastoral committees

1 Constitution and procedure of pastoral committees.

(1) For every diocese there shall be a pastoral committee having such rights, powers,
duties and obligations as are vested in the committee by this Measure.

(2) The constitution and rules of procedure of the pastoral committee of a diocese shall
be those set out in Schedule 1.

(3) The pastoral committee of a diocese shall present annually to the diocesan synod a
report of its activities during the preceding year.
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Duties of pastoral committees.

(1) It shall be the duty of the pastoral committee of a diocese from time to time
as may be directed by the bishop or as the committee consider necessary to
review the arrangements for pastoral supervision in the diocese or any part
thereof, (including sharing agreements in respect of a church or parsonage
house and any proposals for sharing agreements) and, in cases where they
consider it desirable, to make recommendations to the bishop in accordance
with section 3 for any of the matters for which provision may be made under
this Measure (other than section 36) by a pastoral scheme or pastoral order.

(2) Where the pastoral committee decided on their own initiative to review the
arrangements for pastoral supervision in the diocese or a part thereof, they shall consult
the bishop and give him particulars of the matters which they intend to consider and
of the benefices which will be affected.

(3) The pastoral committee shall at all times—

(a) have particular regard to the making of provision for the cure of souls in the
diocese as a whole, including the provision of appropriate spheres of work
and conditions of service for all persons engaged in the cure of souls and the
provision of reasonable remuneration for such persons;

(b) have regard also to the traditions, needs and characteristics of individual
parishes.

(4) The diocesan synod may from time to time indicate to the pastoral committee any
matters of diocesan policy to which the committee shall also have regard.

Formulation and submission to bishop of draft proposals.

(1) Before deciding to make any recommendations to the bishop, the pastoral committee
shall so far as may be practicable ascertain the views of the interested parties or, subject
to subsection (7)(a) in the case of interested parties being local planning authorities,
invite them to express their views.

(2) Subject to subsections (3) and (4), in this Part “interested parties”, in relation to any
recommendations, proposals or draft scheme or order, means—

(a) incumbents of any benefices which would be affected by the implementing
thereof, including vicars in a team ministry established for the area of any
such benefice;

(b) the patrons of any such benefices;

(c) the parochial church councils of any parishes which would be so affected;

(d) the priests in charge of any conventional districts wholly or partly within the
area of any benefices which would be so affected and the parochial church
councils of such districts;

(e) the archdeacons and rural deans of any archdeaconries and deaneries which
would be so affected or to which any such benefices or parishes belong and
the lay chairmen of the deanery synods of any such deaneries; and

(f) the local planning authority or authories concerned.

For the purposes of this subsection a change in the patronage of a benefice shall be
deemed to affect that benefice and the parish or parishes thereof.

(3) In this Part “interested parties”, in relation to any recommendations, proposals,
draft scheme or order which are or is limited to creating, altering or dissolving
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archdeaconries or deaneries, or altering the name of any archdeaconry or deanery,
means—

(a) the parochial church councils of any parishes for which a change of
archdeaconry or deanery, or an alteration of the name thereof, is contemplated
or proposed and the parochial church councils of any conventional districts
wholly or partly within such parishes;

(b) the incumbents of benefices to which such parishes belong and the priests in
charge of such districts; and

(c) the archdeacons and rural deans of the archdeaconries and deaneries affected
and the lay chairmen of the deanery synods of such deaneries.

[F"Where a team ministry is established for the area of a benefice, the reference in
paragraph (b) to the incumbents of benefices shall in relation to that benefice be
construed as a reference to all the persons who constitute the team under section 20(1).]

(4) In the case of proposals and orders under section 14, the local planning authority or
authorities shall not be included among the interested parties.

(5) In the case of interested parties, being incumbents or vicars in a team ministry, the
pastoral committee shall, before reaching their decision, afford to each incumbent or
vicar, if he so desires, an opportunity of meeting the committee or sub-committee or
representative thereof, but, in the case of a recommendation for a union of benefices or
otherwise for the dissolution of any benefice or the holding in plurality of any benefice
or benefices, or the establishment of a team or group ministry for any benefice or
benefices, or the abolition of any office of vicar in a team ministry, the incumbent
of the benefice or each of the benefices or the holder of the office of vicar shall
have an opportunity of meeting the committee (as distinct from a sub-committee or
representative thereof), if he so desires.

(6) In the case of interested parties, being parochial church councils, the committee shall,
before reaching their decision, afford to each council or their representative, if the
council so request, an opportunity of meeting the committee or, if the committee so
decide, a sub-committee thereof, or, with the consent of the council, a representative
of the committee.

(7) Before deciding to make a recommendation that a declaration of redundancy be made
in respect of any church the committee shall—
(a) ascertain the views of any local planning authority or authorities concerned;
(b) notify the Council for the Care of Churches of the church or churches in
respect of which the committee might decide to make such a recommendation
and obtain from them a copy of the report which the Council are required to
prepare under subsection (8).

(8) As soon as practicable after receiving a notice under subsection (7) the said Council
shall prepare a report about—

(a) the historic interest and architectural quality of each church mentioned in the
notice and of other churches in the area;

(b) the historic interest and aesthetic qualities of the contents of that and those
churches;

(c) any special features of any churchyard or burial ground annexed to any of
them;

and shall send a copy of that report to the Commissioners, the diocesan board of
finance and the committee.
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(9) When the committee have decided to make recommendations, they shall formulate
them in draft proposals and submit them to the bishop, and the bishop may, with the
agreement of the committee, make such amendments of the draft proposals as appear
to him desirable.

(10) The committee shall annexe to the draft proposals formulated by them a statement
of the views of the interested parties and, if those proposals include a proposal that
a declaration of redundancy be made in respect of any church, the committee shall
annexe a copy of the report prepared by the said Council under subsection (8) to the
draft proposals.

(11) In this section “incumbent”, in relation to a benefice in respect of which a suspension
period has been declared and is for the time being in force, means the priest in charge
thereof.

Textual Amendments
F1  Words inserted by Church of England (Legal Aid and Miscellaneous Provisions) Measure 1988 (No. 1,
SIF 21:1),s. 11

Approval by bishop of draft proposals.

(1) If the bishop approves either with or without amendments draft proposals submitted to
him under section 3(9) he shall submit the proposals as approved to the Commissioners
and inform the pastoral committee that he has done so.

(2) The pastoral committee shall send a copy of the proposals as approved by the bishop
to every interested party with a notice informing him—

(a) that if the Commissioners prepare a draft scheme or order to give effect to
the proposals he will be given an opportunity of making representations with
respect thereto; but

(b) that any interested party, other than a parochial church council, may by notice
in writing served on the Commissioners relinquish his right to receive a copy
of the draft scheme or order and the notice specifying the period within which
representation may be made.

Amendment of proposals and preparation of draft scheme or order by
Commissioners.

(1) The Commissioners shall consider any proposals submitted to them as aforesaid and
the bishop, in consultation with the pastoral committee, shall consider any comments
made by the Commissioners with respect to any of the proposals.

(2) If the proposals provide for a declaration of redundancy and also provide, in the
circumstances mentioned in section 46 or section 47—

(a) for the demolition of the church to which the declaration relates, or

(b) for the church being put to a use involving architectural or structural changes
in the church, or

(c) for the case and maintenance of the church by the Redundant Churches Fund;
the Commissioners shall consult the Advisory Board.
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(3) After the provisions of the foregoing subsections have been complied with the
Commissioners may make, with the agreement of the bishop given after consultation
with the pastoral committee, such amendments of the proposals as appear to them
desirable.

(4) If it appears to the Commissioners that the implementing of the proposals, with such
amendments (if any) as may have been made under subsection (3), would be within the
powers exercisable under this Measure (other than section 36) by a pastoral scheme
or order, they shall proceed as follows—

(a) ifthe implementing of the proposals or any of them would require the exercise
of powers only exercisable by a pastoral scheme, the Commissioners shall
prepare a draft scheme to give effect to the proposals; or

(b) if all the proposals could be implemented by the exercise of powers by a
pastoral order (being powers mentioned in section 37), they shall prepare a
draft order to give effect to the proposals:

Provided that—

(1) the Commissioners may, with the agreement of the bishop given after
consultation with the pastoral committee, decide to proceed with some but not
all of the proposals, and in that case this subsection shall apply as if they were
the only proposals;

(i1) if some but not all the proposals concerned could be implemented by a pastoral
order, the Commissioners may prepare a draft order to give effect to those
proposals, or some of them, and prepare a draft scheme to give effect to the
other proposals;

(iii) the Commissioners shall not be obliged to prepare a draft order to give effect
to a proposal to create an archdeaconry or a proposal that the income of the
endowments of a benefice, or part thereof, shall be paid to the income account
of the diocesan stipends fund.

6 Notice and publication of draft schemes or orders.

(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Commissioners shall serve a copy of any draft scheme
or order prepared under section 5 on each of the interested parties, together with a
notice stating that written representations with respect thereto may be made to the
Commissioners not later than a date specified in the notice, being a date not less than
twenty-eight days after the service of the notice.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply in relation to any interested party who in accordance
with section 4(2) has relinquished his right to receive a copy of the draft scheme or
order in question and the notice for which subsection (1) provides.

(3) If a draft scheme provides for a declaration of redundancy, the Commissioners shall—

(a) also serve a copy thereof on the Advisory Board and on the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission and, if the draft scheme provides for the care and
maintenance of the redundant building by the Redundant Churches Fund, on
that Fund;

(b) publish in one or more newspapers circulating in the locality affected by the
scheme a notice stating the objects of the draft scheme and naming a place or
places within the locality where a copy thereof may be inspected, and stating
that written representations with respect to the draft scheme may be made to
the Commissioners not later than a date specified in the notice, being a date
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not less than twenty-eight days after the first publication of the notice in such
a newspaper;
and the provisions of paragraph (a) (so far as it relates to the said Commission) and
of paragraph (b) shall also apply to a draft scheme providing for any of the matters
mentioned in section 30.

(4) The Commissioners shall, in the case of every draft scheme, send copies of such a
notice as is mentioned in subsection (3), but specifying a date not less than twenty-
eight days after the sending of the notice, to the secretary of the parochial church
council of every parish affected by the draft scheme, and require him to affix a copy
on or near the principal door of every church in the parish and every building licensed
by the bishop for public worship in the parish.

(5) The Commissioners shall consider any written representations duly made with respect
to any draft scheme or order and may, if they think fit, afford an opportunity
to any person, whether he has made written representations or not, to make oral
representations to their representative with respect to the draft scheme or order.

(6) The Commissioners may, before or after the end of the period within which
written representations may be made under this section, extend that period, and any
representations made within the period so extended shall be deemed to be duly made.

Amendment of draft schemes or orders.

(1) The Commissioners—

(a) at the request of the bishop made after consultation with the pastoral
committee, or

(b) as aresult of any representations,

may amend any draft scheme or order prepared by them under this Part, but any
amendments made as a result of any representations shall only be made with the
agreement of the bishop given after consultation with the committee.

(2) If any such amendments are made, the amended draft scheme or order shall be treated
in the same manner as an original draft scheme or order, and section 6, other than
subsection (2), shall apply thereto accordingly.

Making of schemes or orders.

(1) Where the Commissioners, having considered the representations (if any), are of
opinion that any such draft scheme should be made, and do not propose to amend or
further amend it under section 7, they shall submit it to the bishop for his consent and,
when he has given his consent, they shall seal a copy of the draft scheme and so make
the scheme, and shall submit it for confirmation by Her Majesty in Council.

(2) Where no representations with respect to any such draft order have been made, the
Commissioners shall seal a copy thereof and submit it to the bishop.

(3) Where representations with respect to any such draft order have been made, then,
unless—
(a) as aresult of those representations, the Commissioners decide that the order
should not be made, or
(b) the Commissioners propose to amend or further amend the draft order under
section 7,
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they shall seal a copy thereof and submit it to the bishop.

(4) Where a copy of an order is submitted to the bishop under this section, he may by
applying his seal thereto make the order.

9 Confirmation of schemes by Order in Council.

(1) As soon as possible after a scheme is submitted for confirmation by Her Majesty in
Council under section 8, the Commissioners shall—

(a) so far as practicable serve on the persons who duly made written
representations with respect to the draft scheme notice of such submission,
together with a statement in writing of the Commissioners’ decision with
respect to those representations and the reasons therefor; and

(b) serveon any other persons, being interested parties, notice of such submission;

and a notice under this subsection shall inform persons who have duly made such
representations of their rights, on obtaining the leave of the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council, to appeal to Her Majesty in Council and shall specify the date, being a
date not less than twenty-eight days after the service of the notice, on or before which
notice of intention to apply for such leave must be given.

When submitting a scheme for confirmation by Her Majesty in Council the
Commissioners shall inform the Clerk of the Privy Council of the date which is to be
specified in notices under this subsection relating to the scheme.

(2) Any person who has duly made written representations with respect to the draft scheme
may appeal to Her Majesty in Council against the scheme or any provisions thereof,
but only with the leave of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.

(3) The provisions of Schedule 2 shall apply to applications for leave to appeal, and to
appeals, to Her Majesty in Council under this section.

(4) 1f—

(a) no notice of intention to apply for leave to appeal is given on or before the
date specified in subsection (1), or

(b) no application for such leave is made within the period prescribed by
paragraph 4 of Schedule 2, or

(c) the Judicial Committee refuses to grant such leave, or

(d) the appeal stands dismissed for non-prosecution by virtue of paragraph 11 of
that Schedule,

Her Majesty may by Order in Council confirm the scheme.

(5) An Order in Council made under this section shall not be a statutory instrument as
defined by section 1 of the ™'Statutory Instruments Act 1946, and the provisions of
that Act shall accordingly not apply thereto.

(6) If leave to appeal is granted, the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council shall hear
the appeal, and the Judicial Committee shall make a report thereon and may propose
to Her Majesty in Council that the appeal should be allowed or dismissed or that the
scheme should be returned to the Commissioners for reconsideration, and Her Majesty
in Council may accordingly—

(a) allow the appeal, in which case the scheme shall be of no effect, but without
prejudice to the making and submission of a further scheme, or

(b) dismiss the appeal and confirm the scheme, or
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(c) return the scheme to the Commissioners for reconsideration.

(7) Where a scheme is returned to the Commissioners for reconsideration as aforesaid,
they may—
(a) withdraw the scheme, or
(b) re-submit the scheme without any amendment thereof, or

(c) amend the scheme with the agreement of the bishop given after consultation
with the pastoral committee.

(8) Where the Commissioners re-submit a scheme without amendment, the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, without any further hearing, may propose to Her
Majesty in Council that the appeal should be allowed or dismissed, and the like effect
shall follow on that proposal as if it has been made under subsection (6).

(9) Where the Commissioners amend the scheme, it shall be treated as a draft scheme
amended under section 7 and the provisions of this Part shall apply thereto accordingly,
and if the amended scheme is submitted to Her Majesty in accordance with those
provisions, it shall, on such submission, be treated as a new scheme.

Marginal Citations
M1 1946 c. 36.

10 Transmission of copies of Order in Council or order.

(1) The Commissioners shall send a copy of every Order in Council by which a scheme is
confirmed under section 9 and of every order made by the bishop under section 8 to the
interested parties, and, in the case of a scheme containing a declaration of redundancy,
to the Advisory Board.

(2) The Commissioners shall also send a copy of every such Order in Council or order to
the registrar of the diocese concerned, who shall file it in the diocesan registry.

11 Validity and operation of schemes and orders.

(1) The validity of a scheme made and confirmed by Order in Council under this Part, or
of an order made under this Part, shall not be questioned in any legal proceedings.

(2) Except in so far as any such scheme or order, or any provision thereof, is expressed
to come into operation on a date, event or contingency specified therein, it shall come
into operation on the date on which the scheme is confirmed by Order in Council under
section 9 or, as the case may be, the order is made by the bishop under section 8.

Modified procedure for schemes and orders affecting more than one diocese

12 Limited extension of diocesan proposals and schemes to other dioceses.

(1) The pastoral committee of any diocese may include in recommendations made by them
such recommendations affecting another diocese as are capable of implementation by
the exercise of the powers specified in section 35 and such recommendations and a
scheme or order to implement them may be proceeded with, made and in the case of
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a scheme confirmed under and in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this
Measure, subject to the following conditions:—

(a) before ascertaining the views of any of the persons who would be interested
parties as a result of the recommendations affecting the other diocese, the
pastoral committee shall obtain the consent of the bishop of that other diocese
to the consideration of those recommendations, and he shall, before giving his
consent, consult the pastoral committee of his diocese;

(b) the bishop of the first-mentioned diocese shall not submit any draft proposals
formulating such recommendations to the Commissioners under section 4(1)
without the consent of the bishop of the other diocese.

(2) The powers conferred by subsection (1) may be used to include recommendations
affecting more than one other diocese, and in that case the conditions aforesaid shall
be complied with in relation to each of the other dioceses.

Joint pastoral committees.

(1) If it appears to the bishop of two or more diocese that a committee should
be constituted for the purpose of considering the boundaries of the dioceses
concerned and the pastoral arrangements in the areas adjacent thereto and of making
recommendations (if the committee so decide) the implementing of which would
require the exercise of powers under section 36, then, if the Dioceses Commission
gives its consent, they may by an instrument sealed by each of them provide for
constituting a committee in accordance with the next following subsection.

(2) The committee shall be known as the joint pastoral committee for the dioceses
concerned, and shall comprise an equal number of members not exceeding five from
each diocese, together with a member of the Dioceses Commission nominated by that
Commission and a chairman appointed by the bishops jointly, or, in default of their
agreement, by the Commissioners; and the members from any diocese shall include
the bishop if he so desires and shall otherwise be nominated by the pastoral committee
of the diocese concerned from among their members.

(3) Without prejudice to the provisions of section 16(2), the functions of the joint
pastoral committee, and the powers exercisable in pursuance of their proposals under
section 36, may be limited by the instrument aforesaid or any subsequent instrument
sealed by the bishops of the dioceses concerned to a specified section or sections of
the boundaries of the dioceses concerned or to an area or areas so specified, or to the
consideration of proposals or questions so specified relating to those boundaries or
areas, but any such limitation may be revoked or varied by a subsequent instrument
sealed by the bishops of the dioceses concerned.

(4) Paragraphs 7 to 12 of Schedule 1 shall apply to a joint pastoral committee in like
manner as they apply to the pastoral committee of a diocese, with the omission of the
reference in paragraph 12 to the directions of the diocesan synod.

(5) Any recommendations made by the joint pastoral committee shall be made to
the bishops of the dioceses concerned, and section 3 shall apply to any such
recommendations and their formulation and submission in draft proposals in like
manner as it applies to the recommendations and draft proposals of the pastoral
committee of a diocese, and the like proceedings may be taken on such proposals under
sections 3 to 10 as may be taken on proposals formulated and submitted by a pastoral
committee, subject to the following modifications:—
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15

(a) anything required or authorised to be done by or to the bishop or registrar of
the diocese shall be required or authorised to be done by or to the bishops or
registrars of the dioceses concerned;

(b) the words in section 5(4) “(other than section 36)” shall be omitted and so
much of that sub-section as relates to the preparation of a draft order shall

not apply.

(6) If it appears to the bishops of the dioceses concerned that the purposes for which a
joint pastoral committee was appointed have been sufficiently fulfilled, either by the
making of a scheme or by a report or otherwise, or are unlikely to be fulfilled, they
may by instrument sealed by them dissolve the committee.

Supplementary

Power of bishop to formulate and submit proposals on certain matters.

(1) If the bishop is of the opinion after consultation with the pastoral committee that
proposals which could be implemented under Part II by a pastoral order, not being
proposals to dissolve an archdeaconry or proposals for the exercise of any power under
section 27(1) or section 31(1)(d), should be submitted to the Commissioners and the
interested parties have consented to the proposals, then—

(a) the bishop may of his own motion submit such proposals to the
Commissioners together with the said consents; and

(b) the Commissioners shall prepare a draft order to give effect to the proposals,
with such amendments (if any) as may be agreed with the bishop after
consultation with the pastoral committee; and

(c) acopy of the draft order shall be sealed by the Commissioners and submitted
by them to the bishop who may, by applying his seal thereto, make the order
under section 8(4).

(2) Proposals submitted under subsection (1) may provide for including among any
benefices to be held in plurality one or more benefices from a diocese other than the
diocese of the bishop submitting the proposals, but before seeking the consents of the
interested parties in the other diocese, the said bishop shall obtain the consent of the
bishop of the other diocese, who shall before giving it consult the pastoral committee
of his diocese.

Withdrawal of scheme or order at request of bishop.

If the bishop of the diocese concerned or, in a case to which section 12, section 13 or
section 14(2) applies, the bishops of the dioceses concerned, requests or request the
Commissioners not to proceed with any proposals, or to withdraw a draft scheme or
order, the Commissioners shall comply with that request, but without prejudice to the
making of fresh proposals;

Provided that such a request shall only be made after consultation with the pastoral
committee or committees or (in a case to which section 13 applies) the joint pastoral
committee of the diocese or dioceses concerned.
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16 Supplementary powers of Commissioners and pastoral committees.

(1) At any time between the submission of proposals to the Commissioners under this
Part and the making of a scheme by them or the making of an order by the bishop
with respect to the proposals, the Commissioners may, without reference to any other
person, make such amendments of the proposals or of any draft scheme or order
prepared to give effect thereto as may seem to them necessary for the purpose of
correcting any drafting mistake or omission.

(2) Nothing in this Part shall be construed as limiting in any way the powers of a
pastoral committee or a joint pastoral committee or the Commissioners to consider
any representations made to them by any person and to hold such consultations and
interviews and make such inquiries as they think fit.

PART II

CONTENTS AND EFFECT OF PASTORAL SCHEMES AND ORDERS
Changes in benefices, parishes, extra-parochial places, archdeaconries and deaneries

17 Creation, alteration or dissolution of benefices, parishes and extra-parochial
places.

(1) A pastoral scheme may provide for any of the following matters:—
(a) for the creation, whether by union or otherwise, of new benefices or parishes;
(b) for the dissolution of existing benefices or parishes;

(c) for the alteration of the areas of existing benefices or parishes (including the
transfer of a parish from one benefice to another) or the definition of their
boundaries;

(d) for the creation of new extra-parochial places, the incorporation in parishes of
existing extra-parochial places, or the alteration or definition of the boundaries
of existing extra-parochial places;

(2) A pastoral scheme shall name every new benefice and new parish created by the
scheme, and may alter the name of any benefice or parish.

(3) A pastoral scheme providing for the union of two or more benefices may provide for
uniting all the parishes within a new benefice, or for uniting some but not all those
parishes, or may leave them as separate parishes.

(4) A pastoral scheme may provide for the creation of a new parish with full parochial
status, notwithstanding that the parish so created will have no parish church when the
provision comes into operation.

(5) (a) A pastoral scheme may also authorise the making of sharing agreements on
behalf of the Church of England in respect of a church or parsonage house
which under the agreement will be in the joint ownership of that Church and
any other Church.

(b) A pastoral scheme authorising the making of any sharing agreement shall

specify the church or parsonage house to which it relates, and may specify
terms and conditions subject to which the authorisation is given.
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18 Holding of benefices in plurality.

(1) A pastoral scheme may provide for the holding in plurality of any two or more
benefices subject to such conditions, if any, as may be specified in the scheme.

(2) The provisions of a pastoral scheme for the holding of benefices in plurality
shall, unless the scheme otherwise provides, continue in force notwithstanding the
occurrence of any vacancy:

Provided that, when the bishop gives notice of any vacancy or impending vacancy
under [*section 7 of the Patronage (Benefices) Measure 1986], the said provisions
may be terminated either by the bishop or by one of the interested parochial church
councils, as follows:

(a) the bishop may state in the said notice that the said provisions are to be
terminated and shall in that case serve the notice on all the persons who are
or, on such termination, become the patrons of the benefices concerned and
on the Commissioners and the said provisions shall cease to have effect on
the vacancy or the service of the notice, whichever is the later; or

(b) any interested parochial church council may, within 28 days after the
service of the said notice, pass a resolution that the said provisions are
to be terminated, and shall forthwith notify the other interested parochial
church councils, the Commissioners and all the persons who are or, on such
termination, become the patrons of the benefices concerned, and the said
provisions shall cease to have effect on the vacancy or the service of the
notice, whichever is the later, and the bishop shall serve a fresh notice under
[Psection 7]of the said Measure on all the councils and patrons concerned,
which shall have effect in substitution for the previous notice.

(3) The termination of the provisions aforesaid under the last foregoing subsection shall
be without prejudice to any provisions relating to the future exercise of the rights of
patronage of the benefices concerned in the event of a renewal of the plurality.

(4) Except with the leave of the bishop, an incumbent of two or more benefices held in
plurality may not resign any of those benefices without resigning the other or others;
and, if leave is granted for such resignation and there are at least two other benefices,
the resignation shall not affect the holding in plurality of those other benefices; but
the Commissioners may by instrument make such consequential amendments of the
pastoral scheme which provided for the holding of the benefices in plurality as they
think necessary.

Textual Amendments
F2  Words substituted by Patronage (Benefices) Measure 1986 (No. 3, SIF 21:4), s. 41(1), Sch. 4 para.
17(a)
F3  Words substituted by Patronage (Benefices) Measure 1986 (No. 3, SIF 21:4), s. 41(1), Sch. 4 para.
17(b)

19 Archdeaconries and deaneries.

A pastoral scheme—

(a) may provide for creating, altering or dissolving an archdeaconry or deanery,
and shall name any new archdeaconry or deanery created by the scheme;


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1986/3
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(b) shall, where necessary, designate the archdeaconry or deanery to which any
parish created or altered by the scheme is to belong;

(c) may alter the name of any archdeaconry or deanery.
Team and group ministries

20 Establishment of team ministries.

(1) A pastoral scheme may make provision for the establishment of a team ministry for
the area of any benefice, and such a scheme shall provide—

(a) forthe sharing of the cure of souls in that area by the incumbent of the benefice
which, if it is not or would not otherwise be a rectory, shall be a rectory and
one or more other ministers who shall have the title of vicar and a status equal
to that of an incumbent of a benefice; and

(b) for the pastoral care of persons in that area by those who are to share the
cure of souls therein together with all other persons who are from time to
time authorised by licence or permission of the bishop to serve in that area
as members of the team.

The persons who are to share the cure of souls in the said area shall constitute the team
chapter, and the team chapter together with the other persons referred to in the scheme
by virtue of paragraph (b) of this subsection shall constitute the team.

(2) The office of rector in a team ministry shall, according as the scheme may provide,
be either a freehold office or an office to be held by each holder thereof for such term
of years as may be specified in the scheme; but the fact that the office is held for a
term of years shall not affect its other attributes as a benefice and, in particular, the
rector shall be a corporation sole and as such hold the property of the benefice during
his term of office.

(3) The office of vicar in a team ministry shall be an ecclesiastical office constituted by
the scheme and shall be held by each holder thereof for such term of years as may
be specified in the scheme or fixed in accordance therewith by the bishop’s licence;
and the vicar shall, during that term, have the same security of tenure of his office
as an incumbent of a benefice, and shall not be affected by a vacancy in the benefice
of the rector.

(4) A pastoral scheme establishing a team ministry may designate the first rector (who
may be the existing incumbent) or the first holder of any office of vicar but, subject
to any such provision,—

(a) the rector shall be presented or collated to the benefice, as the circumstances
require, in accordance with paragraph 1 of Schedule 3 and the provisions of
the scheme made thereunder;

(b) the vicar or vicars shall be chosen in accordance with paragraph 2 of that
Schedule, shall be appointed to the office by licence of the bishop under seal
and, unless the bishop otherwise directs, shall be publicly admitted in a church
in the area.

(5) Where a pastoral scheme designates a person as the first holder of the office of vicar in
a team ministry, the bishop shall offer to issue a licence appointing him to the office,
and if that person does not accept the offer within one month after it is made to him,
the designation shall cease to have effect.
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(6) The term of years for which the office of rector or vicar in a team ministry is held may,
subject to any provision in a pastoral scheme, be extended by licence of the bishop
under seal for a further term or further terms not exceeding, in the case of any one
extension, the length of the original term, but any such extension shall be personal to
the rector or vicar concerned and not affect the term of office of subsequent holders.

(7) The rector in a team ministry shall have a general responsibility for the cure of souls
in the area of the benefice, which may be subject to any special cure or special
responsibility given to a vicar as hereinafter provided, and shall be responsible for
the leadership of the team; and the scheme may make further provision as to the
relationship of the rector and other members of the team ministry.

(8) A vicar in a team ministry shall by virtue of his office, but subject to his licence, have
authority to perform in the area of the benefice all such offices and services as may
be performed by an incumbent, and the scheme or, subject to the scheme, the bishop’s
licence may—

(a) assign to a vicar a special cure of souls in respect of a part of the said area
and, if appropriate, the name of vicar of a church in that part;

(b) assign to a vicar a special responsibility for a particular pastoral function;

(¢) provide that any such special cure or responsibility shall be independent of
the rector’s general responsibility;

(d) assignto a vicar a general responsibility to be shared with the rector for a cure
of souls in the area as a whole;

and, if any such provision as aforesaid is made by the bishop’s licence, it may (subject
to the scheme) be varied or revoked, with the consent of the rector and the vicar
concerned, by a subsequent licence under seal. [**Provided that a woman who is a
vicar in a team ministry shall not by virtue of this subsection have authority to preside
at or celebrate the Holy Communion or pronounce the Absolution in a parish to which
aresolution in the form set out as Resolution A in Schedule 1 to the Priests (Ordination
of Women) Measure 1993 applies]

(9) The Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction Measures 1963 and 1974 shall apply to vicars in a team
ministry as if they were incumbents of the benefice for the area of which the team
ministry is established.

(10) The rector in a team ministry shall convene meetings of the team at regular intervals
for the purpose of discussing and reaching a common mind on all matters of general
concern or special interest to the team ministry and shall preside when present and in
his absence a vicar appointed by him as deputy chairman shall preside.

(11) Sub-paragraphs (1), (2), (3), (5) and (6) of paragraph 4 of Schedule 3 shall apply to
parochial church meetings and parochial church councils in the area of a benefice for
which a team ministry is established, and for the election of district church councils
and churchwardens, and, if the area comprises more than one parish, for establishing
a team council and empowering that council to exercise certain powers.

(12) Where two or more benefices are, or are to be, held in plurality, and a team ministry
is established or is to be established for the area of one of those benefices, a pastoral
scheme may provide for extending the operation of the team ministry, so long as the
plurality continues, to the area of any other benefice so held, and subsections (7), (8)
and (11) and the provisions of Schedule 3 therein referred to shall have effect as if
the references to the area of the benefice were references to the combined area of the
benefices concerned.
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Textual Amendments
F4  Words in s. 20(8) inserted (1.2.1994) by 1993 Measure No. 2, s. 10, Sch. 3 para.6; Instrument dated
31.1.1994 made by Archbishops of Canterbury and York

VALID FROM 01/05/1996

[20A Team ministries established under 1968 Measure.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, in the case of a team ministry
established for the area of any benefice under a pastoral scheme made and confirmed
by Order in Council under the “*Pastoral Measure 1968 (referred to in this section as
“a 1968 Measure team ministry”), the scheme shall be deemed to contain provisions
of the kind referred to in section 20(1)(b), that is to say, provisions for the pastoral
care of persons in that area by those who are to share the cure of souls therein together
with all other persons who are from time to time authorised by licence or permission
of the bishop to serve in that area as members of the team.

(2) The persons who are to share the cure of souls in the said area shall constitute the
team chapter, and the team chapter together with the other persons deemed to be
referred to in the scheme by virtue of subsection (1) shall constitute the team.

(3) The pastoral committee of each diocese shall, as soon as possible after the passing of
the Team and Group Ministries Measure 1995, send to the secretary of the parochial
church council of every parish comprised in the area of a benefice in the diocese
for which a 1968 Measure team ministry is established a notice stating that written
representations to the effect that subsections (1) and (2) should not apply to the team
ministry may be made to the pastoral committee within the period of six months
immediately following the date on which the notice was sent, and require him to affix
a copy on or near the principal door of every church in the parish and every building
licensed by the bishop for public worship in the parish.

(4) Subsections (1) and (2) shall not apply to any team ministry until the expiration of
the period of six months immediately following the date on which the notice referred
to in subsection (3) was sent to the parishes concerned and if, within the said period
of six months, written representations as aforesaid with respect to a 1968 Measure
team ministry are received by a pastoral committee—

(a) the pastoral committee shall forthwith refer the representations to the
Commissioners, and the Commissioners shall then as soon as possible
consider the representations and determine whether or not subsections (1)
and (2) are to apply to the team ministry; and

(b) subsections (1) and (2) shall not apply to the team ministry unless and until
the Commissioners determine that they are to apply to it.]

Textual Amendments
F5 S.20A inserted (1.5.1996) by 1995 No. 1, s. 2; Instrument dated 12.2.1996 made by Archbishops of
Canterbury and York
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Marginal Citations
M2 1968 No.1.

21 Establishment of group ministries.

(1) A pastoral scheme may provice for establishing for a group of benefices specified in
the scheme a group ministry to which the following provisions shall apply:—
(a) each of the incumbents of the benefices in the group shall have authority to
perform in the area of every such benefice all such offices and services as may
be performed by the incumbent of that benefice;

(b) the incumbent of any such benefice shall, in performing such offices and
services in the area of another benefice, act in accordance with the directions
of the incumbent of that other benefice;

(c) it shall be the duty of all the incumbents to assist each other so as to make the
best possible provision for the cure of souls throughout the area of the group
ministry.[F*Provided that a woman who is the incumbent of a benefice shall
not by virtue of paragraph (a) above have authority to preside at or celebrate
the Holy Communion or to pronounce the Absolution in a parish to which a
resolution under section 3(1) of the Priests (Ordination of Women) Measure
1993 applies]

(2) Where a group ministry is established, the rights and duties aforesaid of each
incumbent shall attach to his office, and accordingly, so long as the group ministry
continues and the benefice is included therein, the incumbent shall not be entitled to
resign or withdraw from those rights and duties, except by resigning the benefice, and
on a vacancy the new incumbent shall be admitted to the benefice as an office in the
group ministry, with the rights and subject to the duties thereof.

(3) A pastoral scheme establishing a group ministry may designate the first person (who
may be the existing incumbent) to hold any benefice as a benefice in the group, but
subject as aforesaid the incumbent of any such benefice shall be presented or collated
to the benefice by the patron thereof, with the approval of the bishop (in the case of
presentation) given in accordance with paragraph 3 of Schedule 3.

(4) The incumbents in a group ministry shall meet as a chapter for the purpose of
discussing and reaching a common mind on all matters of general concern or special
interest to the group ministry; and a pastoral scheme may provide for the chairmanship
of the chapter and, in default of such provision, the members shall elect a chairman,
normally for a term of three years; and the chairman shall convene meetings of the
chapter at regular intervals and shall preside when present, and in his absence a deputy
chairman appointed by the meeting shall preside.

(5) Paragraph 4(4) of Schedule 3 shall apply for the establishment of group councils and
for conferring certain powers on such a council.

(6) A pastoral scheme may include in a group ministry a benefice for which a team
ministry is established, and in that case the foregoing provisions of this section shall
apply to all the vicars in the team ministry, as well as to the rector, in like manner as
they apply to the incumbents of the other benefices in the group, except that directions
to those incumbents in respect of their ministry in the area of the benefice for which
the team ministry is established shall only be given by the rector.

(7) In this section, except subsections (2) and (3), “incumbent” includes a priest in charge.
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Textual Amendments

Feo
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23

Words in s. 21(1) inserted (1.2.1994) by 1993 Measure No. 2, s. 10, Sch. 3 para.7; Instrument dated
31.1.1994 made by Archbishops of Canterbury and York

Termination and alteration of team ministries and group ministries.

(1) Without prejudice to the generality of the powers of revocation and amendment of
pastoral schemes, a pastoral scheme may—

(a) terminate a team ministry by abolishing the offices of the vicars and restoring
the rectory, if it is held for a term of years, to the status of a freehold office;

(b) alter a team ministry by abolishing one or more of the offices of the vicars or
increasing the number of such offices;

(c) with the consent of the rector or vicar concerned or on a vacancy, change the
office of a rector in a team ministry from a freehold office to an office held
for a specified term of years or alter the term of years for which an office of
rector or vicar in a team ministry is held;

(d) terminate a group ministry by abolishing the rights and duties attaching to the
benefices in the group under section 21;

(e) alter a group ministry by reducing or increasing or changing the benefices in
the group;

(f) provide for such supplementary, consequential or transitional provisions as
may be necessary or expedient, including in particular the provision relating to
patronage required by paragraph 1(12) of Schedule 3 and provisions relating
to the matters mentioned in paragraph 4 of the said Schedule.

(2) If abenefice for which a team ministry is established is dissolved by a pastoral scheme,
the offices of the vicars in the team ministry (as well as the office of rector) shall cease
to exist, without prejudice to the creation of such offices for any benefice created or
altered by the scheme.

Other provisions as to clergy and ministry

Status and duties of new benefices.

(1) Where a pastoral scheme provides for the union of two or more benefices one of which
is a rectory, the new benefice created by the union shall be a rectory.

(2) Where a pastoral scheme provides for the dissolution of a rectory, otherwise than
as a result of a union of benefices, any new benefice created in consequence of the
dissolution shall, if the scheme so provides, be a rectory.

(3) Save as aforesaid and except in the case of a benefice for which a team ministry is
established, every new benefice created by a pastoral scheme shall be a vicarage.

(4) Any question under the foregoing provisions of this section whether a benefice is or
was a rectory shall be determined by the Commissioners.

(5) The rector or vicar of a new benefice created by a pastoral scheme shall have the
exclusive cure of souls in the area of the benefice, subject to the rights of the bishop
of the diocese and, if there is a team or group ministry established for the benefice, to
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25

the rights and duties of the other members of the team or group, and shall accordingly
have all the rights and duties appertaining to a benefice with cure of souls, and shall
be a corporation sole.

(6) Where any office attaches to a benefice which is united with any other benefice or
benefices by a pastoral scheme, that office shall attach to the new benefice created by
the union unless the scheme otherwise provides.

Designation, selection and admission of certain incumbents.

(1) A pastoral scheme providing for the creation of a new benefice may provide for
the designation or selection of the first incumbent of the new benefice and of the
incumbent of any benefice concerned which falls vacant before the new benefice
comes into being, and for restricting rights of presentation on any such vacancy.

(2) A pastoral scheme providing for the holding of two or more benefices in plurality
may provide for the designation or selection of the incumbent who is to hold all
the benefices concerned and of the incumbent of any such benefice falling vacant
before all the said benefices come to be held in plurality, and for restricting rights of
presentation on any such vacancy.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) shall not apply to the first rector of a team ministry or the
first incumbent of a benefice in a group ministry to whom sections 20(4) and 21(3)
respectively apply.

(4) Paragraph 5 of Schedule 3 shall apply, with respect to the admission and induction of
incumbents of benefices created or affected by pastoral schemes as therein mentioned.

Operation of schemes dispossessing clergy or dissolving archdeaconries or
deaneries.

(1) A provision of a pastoral scheme which dissolves any benefice, archdeaconry or
deanery or abolishes or results in the abolition of any office of vicar in a team ministry
may be brought into operation without the assent of the incumbent, archdeacon, rural
dean or vicar and without waiting for a vacancy in the benefice, archdeaconry, deanery
or office.

(2) If, on the date of the coming into operation of any provision of a pastoral scheme—
(a) for the holding of benefices in plurality; or
(b) for the establishment of a team ministry for the area of a benefice; or
(c) for the establishment of a group ministry for a group of benefices;

any of the benefices concerned, or the benefice concerned, is not vacant, and the
existing incumbent is not to hold the benefice by virtue of a designation by the scheme
or any appointment under the scheme or this Measure, the benefice shall be deemed
to be vacated on the said date.

(3) A pastoral scheme any provision of which will or may have the effect of vacating
a benefice under the last foregoing subsection or of dissolving a benefice or
archdeaconry which is not already vacant or of abolishing the office of a vicar in a
team ministry which is not already vacant shall provide that the said provision is not
to come into operation until a date at least six months after the date on which the
scheme is confirmed by Order in Council under section 9 or, if the operation thereof
is dependent on the happening of any event or contingency, until a date at least six
months after the happening thereof:
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