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Veterinary Surgeons Act 1966

1966 CHAPTER 36

Miscellaneous and general

27 Interpretation.

(1) In the Act, except so far as the context otherwise requires,—
“animals” includes birds and reptiles;
“College” means the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons;
F1
[F2“Commonwealth qualification” means a qualification granted in a place

that is [“outside the United Kingdom] but is within the Commonwealth;]
F4

F5

“Council” means the Council of the College;
F6

“disciplinary case” has the meaning assigned to it by section 15 of this Act;
F7

F8

“elected members of the Council” has the meaning assigned to it by
section 1 of this Act;

[*“foreign qualification” means a qualification granted in a place that is

["*not] within the Commonwealth;]
F11

“the Ministers” means the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
[F*The Secretary of State for Scotland and the Secretary of State for Wales,]

and the Minister of Agriculture for Northern Ireland acting jointly;
F13

“qualification” means any diploma, degree, fellowship, membership,
licence, authority to practise, letters testimonial, certificate or other status or
document granted by any university, corporation, college or other body or by
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any department of, or persons acting under the authority of, the government
of any country or place;

F7
“recognition order” has the meaning assigned to it by section 3 of this Act;

“register” means the register of veterinary surgeons;
F14

F15
F7

F7

“veterinary surgery” means the art and science of veterinary surgery and
medicine and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, shall be
taken to include—

(a) the diagnosis of diseases in, and injuries to, animals including tests
performed on animals for diagnostic purposes;

(b) the giving of advice based upon such diagnosis;
(c) the medical or surgical treatment of animals; and
(d) the performance of surgical operations on animals.

(2) Anything required by this Act to be done by or to the registrar may be done by or to
any assistant registrar appointed by the Council.

(3) References in this Act to any other enactment shall be construed as references
thereto as amended, and as including references thereto as extended, by or under any
subsequent enactment.

Textual Amendments
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Words in s. 27(1) omitted (17.12.2003) by virtue of Veterinary Surgeons' Qualifications (European
Recognition) Order 2003 (S.I. 2003/2919), arts. 1, 12, Sch. para. 7(a)

Words in s. 27(1) substituted (6.8.2008) by The Veterinary Surgeons Qualifications (European
Recognition) Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/1824), reg. 1, Sch. para. 15(2) (with reg. 4)

Words in s. 27 substituted (31.12.2020) by The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(a) (with regs. 3-5A) (as
amended by S.I. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.1. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Words in s. 27 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(¢)(i) (with regs. 3-5A) (as
amended by S.I. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.1. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Words in s. 27 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(c)(ii) (with regs. 3-5A) (as
amended by S.I. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.1. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020 c. 1,
Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Words in s. 27 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(c)(iii) (with regs. 3-5A)
(as amended by S.1. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.I. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Words in s. 27 omitted (30.5.2007) by virtue of Veterinary Surgeons' Qualifications (European
Recognition) Order 2007 (S.I. 2007/1348), reg. 1, Sch. para. 3(a)

Words in s. 27 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(c)(iv) (with regs. 3-5A)
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F9

F10

F11

F12
F13

F14

F15

(as amended by S.I. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.I. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Words in s. 27(1) substituted (6.8.2008) by The Veterinary Surgeons Qualifications (European
Recognition) Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/1824), reg. 1, Sch. para. 15(3) (with reg. 4)

Word in s. 27 substituted (31.12.2020) by The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare (Amendment)
(EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(b) (with regs. 3-5A) (as amended by S.I.
2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.I. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para.
1(1)

Words in s. 27(1) omitted (6.8.2008) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons Qualifications (European
Recognition) Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/1824), reg. 1, Sch. para. 15(4) (with reg. 4)

Words substituted by S.I. 1978/272, Sch. 5

Words in s. 27(1) omitted (6.8.2008) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons Qualifications (European
Recognition) Regulations 2008 (S.I. 2008/1824), reg. 1, Sch. para. 15(5) (with reg. 4)

Words in s. 27 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.1. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(c)(vi) (with regs. 3-5A)
(as amended by S.I. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.I. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Words in s. 27 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Veterinary Surgeons and Animal Welfare
(Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/454), regs. 1(1), 2(13)(c)(vii) (with regs. 3-5A)
(as amended by S.I. 2019/1225, regs. 1(3), 22 and S.I. 2020/1038, regs. 1(3), Sch. 2 paras. 2, 3); 2020
c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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