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Police (Scotland) Act 1967
1967 CHAPTER 77

PART II

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION AND COMMON SERVICES

Common services

38 Central service on police duties

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where a constable of a police force is, whether
before or after the commencement of this Act, engaged, with the consent of the
appropriate authority, for a period of central service he shall be treated as if he were
not a constable of that force during that period or so much of it as falls on or after 1st
August 1964; but, except where a pension, allowance or gratuity becomes payable to
him out of moneys provided by Parliament by virtue of regulations made under the
Police Pensions Act 1948—

(a) he shall be entitled at the end of his period of central service to revert to
his police force in the rank in which he was serving immediately before he
engaged as aforesaid; and

(b) he shall be treated, for the purposes of any scale prescribed by or under the
police regulations fixing his rate of pay by reference to his length of service,
as if he had been serving in that force during that period.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in subsection (1) of this section, a constable who has
engaged on central service may be promoted in his police force as if he were serving
in that force ; and in any such case the reference in paragraph (a) of that subsection to
the rank in which he was serving immediately before he engaged shall be construed
as a reference to the rank to which he is promoted, and for the purposes mentioned
in paragraph (b) of that subsection he shall be treated as having served in that rank
from the time of his promotion.

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subsection (1) of this section, a constable may be dealt
with under the police regulations relating to discipline for anything done or omitted
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while engaged on central service as if that service were service in his police force, and
section 30 of this Act shall apply accordingly.

(4) The Police Pensions Act 1948 shall apply to any constable engaged on central service
and accordingly shall have effect, in relation to any such constable, as modified by
Schedule 6 to the Police Act 1964.

(5) In this section—
" central service " means temporary service under the Crown in connection

with the provision by the Secretary of State of common police services,
research or other services connected with the police, and service as a staff
officer to the inspectors of constabulary ;

" appropriate authority " means—
(a) in relation to the chief constable of a police force, the police authority ;
(b) in relation to any other constable, the chief constable acting with the

consent of the police authority;
" police regulations " means regulations made under this Part of this Act.


