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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 1

PROVISIONS OF VIENNA CONVENTION HAVING
THE FORCE OF LAW IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

CHAPTER I.—CONSULAR RELATIONS IN GENERAL

[F1SECTION I.—ESTABLISHMENT AND CONDUCT OF CONSULAR RELATIONS]

Textual Amendments
F1 Words inserted by Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act 1987 (c. 46, SIF 68:1), s. 6, Sch. 2 para. 3

Article 5

Consular functions

Consular functions consist in:

(a) protecting in the receiving State the interests of the sending State and of its nationals,
both individuals and bodies corporate, within the limits permitted by international law;

(b) furthering the development of commercial, economic, cultural and scientific relations
between the sending State and the receiving State and otherwise promoting friendly
relations between them in accordance with the provisions of the present Convention;

(c) ascertaining by all lawful means conditions and developments in the commercial,
economic, cultural and scientific life of the receiving State, reporting thereon to the
Government of the sending State and giving information to persons interested;

(d) issuing passports and travel documents to nationals of the sending State, and visas or
appropriate documents to persons wishing to travel to the sending State;

(e) helping and assisting nationals, both individuals and bodies corporate, of the sending
State;

(f) acting as notary and civil registrar and in capacities of a similar kind, and performing
certain functions of an administrative nature, provided that there is nothing contrary
thereto in the laws and regulations of the receiving State;

(g) safeguarding the interests of nationals, both individuals and bodies corporate, of the
sending State in cases of successionmortis causain the territory of the receiving State,
in accordance with the laws and regulations of the receiving State;

(h) safeguarding, within the limits imposed by the laws and regulations of the receiving
State, the interests of minors and other persons lacking full capacity who are nationals
of the sending State, particularly where any guardianship or trusteeship is required with
respect to such persons;

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/46/section/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/46/schedule/2/paragraph/3
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(i) subject to the practices and procedures obtaining in the receiving State, representing
or arranging appropriate representation for nationals of the sending State before the
tribunals and other authorities of the receiving State, for the purpose of obtaining, in
accordance with the laws and regulations of the receiving State, provisional measures
for the preservation of the rights and interests of these nationals, where, because of
absence or any other reason, such nationals are unable at the proper time to assume the
defence of their rights and interests;

(j) transmitting judicial and extra-judicial documents or executing letters rogatory or
commissions to take evidence for the courts of the sending State in accordance with
international agreements in force or, in the absence of such international agreements,
in any other manner compatible with the laws and regulations of the receiving State;

(k) exercising rights of supervision and inspection provided for in the laws and regulations
of the sending State in respect of vessels having the nationality of the sending State,
and of aircraft registered in that State, and in respect of their crews;

(l) Extending assistance to vessels and aircraft mentioned in sub-paragraph (k) of this
Article and to their crews, taking statements regarding the voyage of a vessel, examining
and stamping the ship’s papers, and, without prejudice to the powers of the authorities of
the receiving State, conducting investigations into any incidents which occurred during
the voyage, and settling disputes of any kind between the master, the officers and the
seamen in so far as this may be authorized by the laws and regulations of the sending
State;

(m) performing any other functions entrusted to a consular post by the sending State which
are not prohibited by the laws and regulations of the receiving State or to which no
objection is taken by the receiving State or which are referred to in the international
agreements in force between the sending State and the receiving State.

Article 15

Temporary exercise of the functions of the head of a consular post
1 If the head of a consular post is unable to carry out his functions or the position

of head of consular post is vacant, an acting head of post may act provisionally as
head of the consular post.

2 The full name of the acting head of post shall be notified either by the diplomatic
mission of the sending State or, if that State has no such mission in the receiving
State, by the head of the consular post, or, if he is unable to do so, by any
competent authority of the sending State, to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the
receiving State or to the authority designated by that Ministry. As a general rule, this
notification shall be given in advance. The receiving State may make the admission
as acting head of post of a person who is neither a diplomatic agent nor a consular
officer of the sending State in the receiving State conditional on its consent.

3 The competent authorities of the receiving State shall afford assistance and
protection to the acting head of post. While he is in charge of the post, the provisions
of the present Convention shall apply to him on the same basis as to the head of
the consular post concerned. The receiving State shall not, however, be obliged to
grant to an acting head of post any facility, privilege or immunity which the head
of the consular post enjoys only subject to conditions not fulfilled by the acting
head of post.

4 When, in the circumstances referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, a member of
the diplomatic staff of the diplomatic mission of the sending State in the receiving
State is designated by the sending State as an acting head of post, he shall, if the
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receiving State does not object thereto, continue to enjoy diplomatic privileges and
immunities.

Article 17

Performance of diplomatic acts by consular officers
1 In a State where the sending State has no diplomatic mission and is not represented

by a diplomatic mission of a third State, a consular officer may, with the consent
of the receiving State, and without affecting his consular status, be authorized to
perform diplomatic acts. The performance of such acts by a consular officer shall
not confer upon him any right to claim diplomatic privileges and immunities.

2 A consular officer may, after notification addressed to the receiving State, act as
representative of the sending State to any inter-governmental organization. When so
acting, he shall be entitled to enjoy any privileges and immunites accorded to such
a representative by customary international law or by international agreements;
however, in respect of the performance by him of any consular function, he shall not
be entitled to any greater immunity from jurisdiction than that to which a consular
officer is entitled under the present Convention.

[F2SECTION II.—END OF CONSULAR FUNCTIONS

Textual Amendments
F2 Art. 27 inserted by Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act 1987 (c. 46, SIF 68:1), s. 6, Sch. 2 para. 4

ARTICLE 27

Protection of consular premises and archives and of the interests of the sending State in
exceptional circumstances
1 In the event of the severance of consular relations between two States:

(a) the receiving State shall, even in case of armed conflict, respect and protect
the consular premises, together with the property of the consular post and
the consular archives;

(b) the sending State may entrust the custody of the consular premises, together
with the property contained therein and the consular archives, to a third
State acceptable to the receiving State;

(c) the sending State may entrust the protection of its interests and those of its
nationals to a third State acceptable to the receiving State.

2 In the event of the temporary or permanent closure of a consular post, the provisions
of sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 1 of this Article shall apply. In addition,

(a) if the sending State, although not represented in the receiving State by a
diplomatic mission, has another consular post in the territory of that State,
that consular post may be entrusted with the custody of the premises of the
consular post which has been closed, together with the property contained
therein and the consular archives, and, with the consent of the receiving
State, with the exercise of consular functions in the district of that consular
post; or

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1968/18/article/27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/46/section/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/46/schedule/2/paragraph/4
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(b) if the sending State has no diplomatic mission and no other consular post
in the receiving State, the provisions of sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) of
paragraph 1 of this Article shall apply.]
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