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Town and Country Planning Act 1968
1968 CHAPTER 72

PART VI

MISCELLANEOUS CHANGES IN PLANNING LAW

Planning Inquiry Commissions

62 References to a Planning Inquiry Commission.

(1) The following matters may, in the circumstances mentioned in subsection (2) below,
be referred to a Planning Inquiry Commission, that is to say—

(a) an application for planning permission which the Minister has under
section 22 of the principal Act directed to be referred to him instead of being
dealt with by a local planning authority ;

(b) an appeal under section 23 of that Act (appeals to the Minister against planning
decisions) as originally enacted or as applied by or under any other provision
of that Act;

(c) a proposal that a government department should give a direction under
section 41 of that Act that planning permission shall be deemed to be granted
for development by a local authority or by statutory undertakers which is
required by any enactment to be authorised by that department;

(d) a proposal that development should be carried out by or on behalf of a
government department.

(2) Any of the matters mentioned in subsection (1) above may be referred to any such
commission under this section if it appears expedient to the responsible Minister or
Ministers that the question whether the proposed development should be permitted
to be carried out should be the subject of a special inquiry on either or both of the
following grounds:—

(a) there are considerations of national or regional importance which are relevant
to the determination of that question and require evaluation, but a proper
evaluation thereof cannot be made unless there is a special inquiry for the
purpose ;
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(b) the technical or scientific aspects of the proposed development are of so
unfamiliar a character as to jeopardise a proper determination of that question
unless there is a special inquiry for the purpose.

(3) Two or more of the matters mentioned in subsection (1) above may be referred to
the same commission under this section if it appears to the responsible Minister or
Ministers that they relate to proposals to carry out development for similar purposes
on different sites.

(4) Where a matter referred to a commission under this section relates to a proposal to
carry out development for any purpose at a particular site, the responsible Minister or
Ministers may also refer to the commission the question whether development for that
purpose should instead be carried out at an alternative site.

(5) The responsible Minister or Ministers shall, on referring a matter to a commission
under this section, state in the reference the reasons therefor and may draw the attention
of the commission to any points which seem to him or them to be relevant to their
inquiry.

(6) A commission inquiring into a matter referred to them under this section shall—
(a) identify and investigate the considerations relevant to, or the technical or

scientific aspects of, that matter which in their opinion are relevant to the
question whether the proposed development should be permitted to be carried
out and assess the importance to be attached to those considerations or aspects;

(b) thereafter, if the applicant, in the case of a matter mentioned in subsection (1)
(a), (b) or (c) above, or the local planning authority in any case so desire, afford
to each of them, and, in the case of an application or appeal mentioned in
the said subsection (1)(a) or (b), to any person who has made representations
relating to the subject matter of the application or appeal which the authority
are required to take into account under section 17(2) or (3) of the principal Act,
an opportunity of appearing before and being heard by one or more members
of the commission ;

(c) report to the responsible Minister or Ministers on the matter referred to them.

(7) Any such commission may, with the approval of the Minister and at his expense,
arrange for the carrying out (whether by the commission themselves or by others) of
research of any kind appearing to them to be relevant to a matter referred to them for
inquiry and report.

In this subsection " the Minister ", in relation to any matter affecting both England and
Wales, means the Minister of Housing and Local Government or the Secretary of State
acting in either case, by arrangements between the two of them, on behalf of both.

(8) Sections 22(5) and 23(5) of the principal Act (duty of Minister to afford parties a
hearing in cases of called-in applications for planning permission and appeals), and
sections 21(6) and 22(4) of this Act, shall not apply to an application for planning
permission or an appeal referred to a commission under subsection (1) above.

(9) Schedule 6 to this Act shall have effect for the construction of references in this section
and section 63 below to " the responsible Minister or Ministers ".


