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Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969
1969 CHAPTER 38

3 Financial and management provisions.

(1) A sharing agreement shall make provision with respect to the financial and other
obligations of the parties thereto in respect of the provision, improvement and
management of the church building or buildings shared or to be shared under the
agreement, and the powers of any body or person under any statutory or other legal
provision to apply money, whether by grant or loan, in respect of the provision,
improvement or management of church buildings of a Church to which this Act applies
shall be applicable in like manner in respect of any church building shared or to be
shared by that Church under a sharing agreement.

(2) The powers of any body or person under any statutory or other legal provision—
(a) to acquire, hold, improve or manage church buildings of a Church to which

this Act applies, or any property to be used for or in connection with the
provision of such church buildings, or

(b) to grant property for or in connection with the provision of such church
buildings, whether for a full consideration or for less than a full consideration,

shall be applicable in like manner in respect of any church building to which a sharing
agreement relates and which, under the agreement, is or is to be owned by that Church
or jointly owned by that Church and any other Church or Churches, and any such
power to hold church buildings shall include a power to be a trustee (representing
that Church) of such a jointly owned church building or, in the case of a corporation
aggregate, to be the custodian trustee thereof.

(3) The powers of the Church Commissioners under the M1New Housing Areas (Church
Buildings) Measure 1954, and the powers of F1... certain other bodies and persons
under [F2sections 28 and 29 of the Church Property Measure 2018] (which relate
to the provision and improvement of church buildings), shall not be applicable for
the purposes mentioned in the foregoing provisions of this section except as may be
provided by a Measure of the [F3General Synod] extending the said Measures.

(4) The responsibility for the management of a church building owned by one only of
the sharing Churches under a sharing agreement and of its contents shall remain with
the authorities of or trustees representing that Church, but that responsibility shall be
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discharged in accordance with the provisions of the agreement and any arrangements
made thereunder, including provisions or arrangements for consultation with any other
sharing Church and for the payment of contributions by any other sharing Church
towards the expenses of management.

(5) Where a sharing agreement provides for the joint ownership of the shared building
by all or some of the sharing Churches, the responsibility of the trustees for the
management of the building shall be in place of any responsibility of the authorities
of the sharing Churches as respects that building, including responsibility under any
statutory or other legal provision:
Provided that—

(a) the trustees shall discharge that responsibility in accordance with the
provisions of the sharing agreement and any arrangements made thereunder,
including provisions or arrangements for consultation with any sharing
Church which is not a joint owner and for the payment of contributions by the
sharing Churches towards the expenses of management;

(b) the agreement may provide that any moveables required for the worship of any
sharing Church shall be the responsibility of the authorities of that Church.

(6) In this section “management”, in relation to a church building, includes the repair and
furnishing of the building.

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 3(3) omitted (E.) (1.3.2019) by virtue of Church Property Measure 2018 (No. 8), s. 53(2),

Sch. 1 para. 10(a), Sch. 3 (with Sch. 2); S.I. 2019/97, art. 2
F2 Words in s. 3(3) substituted (E.) (1.3.2019) by Church Property Measure 2018 (No. 8), s. 53(2), Sch. 1

para. 10(b); S.I. 2019/97, art. 2
F3 Words substituted by virtue of Synodical Government Measure 1969 (No. 2), s. 2(1)

Marginal Citations
M1 1954 No. 1.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1969/38/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/section/53/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/schedule/1/paragraph/10/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/97
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/97/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1969/38/section/3/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/section/53/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/schedule/1/paragraph/10/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/2018/8/schedule/1/paragraph/10/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/97
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/97/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1969/2/section/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukcm/1954/1


Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969 (c. 38)
Document Generated: 2023-12-02

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Sharing of Church Buildings Act 1969,
Section 3.


