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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART I

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS AND AUTHORITIES IN ENGLAND

Parishes

13 Constitution of parish meeting, etc.

(1) The parish meeting of a parish shall consist of the local government electors for the
parish.

(2) Any act of a parish meeting may be signified by an instrument signed by the person
presiding and two other local government electors present at the meeting, or, if an
instrument under seal is required, by an instrument signed by those persons and sealed
with the seal of the parish council in the case of a parish having a separate parish
council or the parish trustees in any other case, if that council or those trustees have a
seal, or, if they do not, with the seals of those persons.

(3) In a parish not having a separate parish council the chairman of the parish meeting
and the proper officer of the district council shall be a body corporate by the name of
“the Parish Trustees” with the addition of the name of the parish.

(4) The parish trustees of a parish shall act in accordance with any directions given by
the parish meeting.

(5) Notwithstanding anything in any rule of law the parish trustees need not have a
common seal, but where they have no seal any act of theirs which requires to be
signified by an instrument under seal may be signified by an instrument signed and
sealed by the persons who are the parish trustees.

[F1(5A) If the parish has the style of community—
(a) the parish meeting shall have the style of “community meeting”;
(b) the parish trustees shall be known by the name of “The Community Trustees”

with the addition of the name of the community.



2 Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70)
Part I – Local Government Areas and Authorities in England

Document Generated: 2024-04-23
Changes to legislation: Local Government Act 1972, Section 13 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or

before 23 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(5B) If the parish has the style of neighbourhood—
(a) the parish meeting shall have the style of “neighbourhood meeting”;
(b) the parish trustees shall be known by the name of “The Neighbourhood

Trustees” with the addition of the name of the neighbourhood.

(5C) If the parish has the style of village—
(a) the parish meeting shall have the style of “village meeting”;
(b) the parish trustees shall be known by the name of “The Village Trustees” with

the addition of the name of the village.]
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