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Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART X

JUDICIAL AND RELATED MATTERS

219 Sheriffs and under-sheriffs.

(1) Sheriffs appointed for a county or Greater London shall be known as high sheriffs,
and any reference in any enactment or instrument to a sheriff shall be construed
accordingly in relation to sheriffs for a county or Greater London.

F1(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) The rights of Her Majesty in right of the Duchy of Lancaster in relation to the
appointment of high sheriffs shall apply throughout the whole of the counties of
Greater Manchester, Merseyside and Lancashire F2. . ..

(4) The Lord Chancellor may by order prescribe the area for which each under-sheriff is
to act.

(5) Where the area for which an under-sheriff acts is situated in two or more counties,
the duty imposed by section 23 of the M1Sheriffs Act 1887 of appointing the under-
sheriff for that area shall be discharged by the high sheriff of the county containing
the greater part of that area, after consulting any other high sheriff concerned, and if
any question arises as to which county contains the greater part of an under-sheriff’s
area, it shall be determined by the Lord Chancellor.

References in this subsection to a county include references both to Greater London
and to the City (including the Temples).

(6) An under-sheriff shall as respects the area for which he acts be treated as the high
sheriff’s deputy for the purpose of all the high sheriff’s functions, except his functions
as returning officer at parliamentary elections.

(7) No privileges or duties of a sheriff shall be exercisable F3. . . by the bailiff of a franchise.



2 Local Government Act 1972 (c. 70)
Part X – Judicial and Related Matters

Document Generated: 2024-04-24
Changes to legislation: Local Government Act 1972, Section 219 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on

or before 24 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(8) In this section [F4“county” has the same meaning as in the Sheriffs Act 1887
and]“Greater London” does not include the City or the Temples.

[F5(9) In subsections (1) and (5) above “county”, in relation to Wales, means a preserved
county.]
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