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National Health Service
Reorganisation Act 1973

1973 CHAPTER 32

An Act to make further provision with respect to the national health service in England
and Wales and amendments of the enactments relating to the national health service in
Scotland; and for purposes connected with those matters. [5th July 1973]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act repealed (S.) by National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978 (c. 29), s. 109, Sch. 17

Commencement Information
I1 Act partly in force at Royal Assent see s. 58.

PART I

ADMINISTRATION

Functions of Secretary of State

1 Reorganisation of national health service.

(1) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to arrange for the reorganisation in
accordance with this Act of the national health service established in pursuance of
section 1 of the M1National Health Service Act 1946.

Marginal Citations
M1 1946 c. 81.
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2—13. F1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 2–13, 21, 22, 28, 31–39, 40 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

PART II

ABOLITION OF CERTAIN AUTHORITIES AND TRANSFER
OF PROPERTY, STAFF AND ENDOWMENTS ETC.

Abolition of certain authorities

14 Abolition of authorities.

(1) All Regional Hospital Boards, Hospital Management Committees and Executive
Councils, the Joint Pricing Committee for England, the Welsh Joint Pricing Committee
and, except as provided by the following section, all Boards of Governors shall cease
to exist on the appointed day; and on that day any authority which is a local health
authority by virtue of section 19 of the principal Act shall cease to be a local health
authority and all joint boards constituted in pursuance of that section shall cease to
exist.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order make such provision as he considers appropriate
in anticipation or in consequence of the abolition by the preceding subsection of any
body or in connection with the winding up of the body’s affairs; and if a body abolished
by that subsection has, as respects a period before the appointed day, not performed a
duty imposed on the body by [F2subsection (1) or (2) of section 98 of the M2National
Health Service Act 1977] (which relate to accounts), then—

(a) it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to secure that the duty so imposed
is performed by a Regional or Area [F3or District] Health Authority or special
health authority determined by him; and

(b) that section shall have effect in relation to the body and period in question as
if for references to each financial year in subsections [F4(2)] and (4) there were
substituted references to that period and as if the word “annual” in subsection
[F4(2)] were omitted.

Textual Amendments
F2 Words substituted by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 15 para. 58
F3 Words inserted by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), Sch. 1 para. 23(1)(2)
F4 Figure substituted by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), Sch. 1 para. 23(1)(2)

Marginal Citations
M2 1977 c. 49.
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15 Preservation of certain Boards of Governors.

(1) The Secretary of State may by order provide that the preceding section shall, while
the order is in force, not apply to any body specified in the order which is the Board
of Governors of a teaching hospital mentioned in Schedule 2 to this Act.

(2) An order made by virtue of the preceding subsection—
(a) must be made before the appointed day except in a case falling within

paragraph (c) of this subsection;
(b) shall provide for the order to cease to have effect, unless it is previously

revoked, on the expiration of a period specified in the order (which shall not
be longer than five years beginning with the date on which the order is made);

(c) may be made after the appointed day in respect of a preserved Board for the
purpose of securing that the Board continues to be a preserved Board for a
further period; and

(d) may at any time be revoked by order by the Secretary of State;
and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State, before he makes an order in
pursuance of the preceding subsection or paragraph (d) of this subsection, to consult
the University of London and the Board of Governors in question about the order.

(3) The Secretary of State may by order provide that, in relation to a preserved Board
and any person, thing, right, liability or other matter whatsoever connected with the
Board,—

(a) any provision of this Act which repeals or amends any enactment and is
specified in the order shall not apply;

(b) any enactment which, apart from any provision made by virtue of the
preceding paragraph, is repealed or amended by this Act shall have effect with
such modifications as are specified in the order; and

(c) such provisions of this Act and any instrument in force by virtue of this Act
as are specified in the order shall have effect with such modifications as are
so specified;

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F5

(4) The Secretary of State may by order—
(a) provide that a preserved Board shall cease to exercise functions with respect

to the administration of any hospital specified in the order;
(b) confer on a preserved Board such functions as are specified in the order with

respect to the administration of a hospital so specified (whether or not apart
from the order the Board has functions with respect to the administration of
that hospital); and

(c) provide that this Act and any instrument in force by virtue of this Act shall,
in relation to any person, thing, right, liability or other matter whatsoever
connected with the hospital in question, have effect with such modifications
as are specified in the order.

(5) Where a Board of Governors ceases to be a preserved Board this Act and any
instrument in force by virtue of this Act shall, in relation to the Board and any person,
thing, right, liability and other matter whatsoever connected with the Board, have
effect with the substitution of a reference to the date of the cesser for the first reference
in subsection (1) of the preceding section and the reference in subsection (2) of that
section to the appointed day and with such further modifications as the Secretary of
State may by order specify.
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[F6(5A) So far as may be necessary for the purposes of subsections (3) to (5) above, any
reference in those subsections to this Act, or to any instrument in force by virtue of
this Act, shall (as the case may be) include a reference to—

(a) any provision of this Act which has been repealed and re-enacted by the
M3National Health Service Act 1977;

(b) any instrument in force by virtue of a provision of this Act which has been
repealed and re-enacted by that M4Act of 1977.]

(6) In this Act “preserved Board” means a Board of Governors to which by virtue of
this section the preceding section does not for the time being apply; and any question
whether a person, thing, right, liability or other matter whatsoever is for the purposes
of this section connected with a Board of Governors or a hospital shall be determined
by the Secretary of State.

Textual Amendments
F5 Words repealed by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), Sch. 7
F6 S. 15(5A) inserted by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 15 para. 59

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C2 S. 15(3) extended by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), s. 6(2)
C3 S. 15(3) modified by Health and Social Services and Social Security Adjudications Act 1983 (c. 41,

SIF 113:3), s. 14(1), Sch. 6 para. 4

Marginal Citations
M3 1977 c. 49.
M4 1977 c. 49.

Transfer of property etc.

16 Transfers from local authorities.

(1) Subject to subsection (4) of this section, on the appointed day there shall by virtue of
this subsection be transferred to and vest in the Secretary of State—

(a) all property which immediately before that day—
(i) was held by a local authority solely for the purposes of one or more

of its health functions, or
(ii) was held by a local authority otherwise than as mentioned in the

preceding sub-paragraph and was used by the authority wholly or
mainly for the purposes there mentioned; and

(b) all rights and liabilities which were acquired or incurred by a local authority
wholly or mainly in the performance of its health functions and to which the
authority was entitled or subject immediately before the appointed day.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order—
(a) make provision for securing that where any property has, at any time during

the period beginning with 16th November 1972 and ending immediately
before the appointed day—

(i) been held by a local authority as mentioned in paragraph (a)(i) of the
preceding subsection, or
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(ii) been held and used by a local authority as mentioned in paragraph (a)
(ii) of that subsection,

but in consequence of anything done otherwise than in the ordinary course of
business is not so held or, as the case may be, held and used by the authority
immediately before the appointed day, the property is treated for the purposes
of the preceding subsection as so held or held and used by the authority
immediately before the appointed day;

(b) make provision as to the manner of determining, and as to the matters which
are to be taken into account or disregarded for the purpose of determining,
whether immediately before the appointed day any property was held or held
and used as mentioned in the preceding subsection or any local authority
was entitled or subject to rights or liabilities acquired or incurred as there
mentioned;

(c) make provision for securing that where any premises transferred to the
Secretary of State by virtue of this section contain accommodation which was
used immediately before the appointed day for the purposes of functions of a
local authority other than health functions, the accommodation may continue
to be used by the authority for those purposes on such terms and for such
period as may be agreed between the Secretary of State and the authority or, in
default of agreement, as may be determined in a manner specified in the order;

(d) make provision for securing that where any premises not transferred to the
Secretary of State by virtue of this section contain accommodation which
was used immediately before the appointed day for the purposes of health
functions of a local authority, the accommodation may be used by the
Secretary of State for similar purposes on such terms and for such period as
aforesaid;

(e) provide that such as may be specified in the order of the rights and liabilities
transferred to the Secretary of State by virtue of this section shall be
enforceable by and against a Regional or Area Health Authority or special
health authority so specified instead of by and against the Secretary of State;

(f) make provision as to the persons on whom shall lie the burden of proving, for
the purposes of provision made by virtue of paragraph (a) of this subsection,
that a particular thing was done in the ordinary course of business.

(3) The preceding provisions of this section shall have effect in relation to a local
education authority as if for any reference to a local authority and health functions
there were substituted respectively a reference to a local education authority and
functions under the following enactments (which relate to medical and dental
inspection and treatment) namely, section 48(1) and (3) of the M5Education Act 1944,
section 78 of that Act so far as that section relates to such inspection and treatment
and section 4 of the M6Education (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953.

(4) The Secretary of State may at any time before the appointed day provide by order that
property, rights or liabilities specified in the order shall not be transferred to him by
virtue of this section; and nothing in subsections (1) to (3) of this section applies to
property, rights or liabilities to which section 25 of this Act applies.

(5) Where any property transferred from a local authority or a local education authority to
the Secretary of State by virtue of this section consists of uncompleted buildings which
were being constructed by the authority, the authority may complete the buildings on
such terms as it may agree with the Secretary of State.

(6) In this section—
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“health functions” means—
(a) functions under Part III and section 65 of the principal Act and sections 10

to 12 of the M7Health Services and Public Health Act 1968 so far as those
functions do not stand referred to social services committees by virtue of
section 2 of the M8Local Authority Social Services Act 1970;

(b) functions under the M9National Health Service (Family Planning) Act 1967
and the M10National Health Service (Family Planning) Amendment Act 1972;

(c) functions under section 196 of the M11Public Health Act 1936 so far as those
functions relate to the diagnosis and treatment of diseases; and

(d) functions under the enactments mentioned in section 41(1) of this Act; and
“local authority” means—

(a) except in relation to functions mentioned in paragraph (d) above and functions
of the Greater London Council, any authority which immediately before the
passing of this Act was a local health authority;

(b) in relation to functions mentioned in paragraph (d) above, a local authority
within the meaning of section 41 of this Act;

(c) in relation to functions of the Greater London Council, that Council.
and in relation to functions mentioned in paragraph (c) of the preceding definition
includes any authority, in addition to an authority or body mentioned in paragraph (a)
of this definition, on which functions are conferred by the said section 196.

Marginal Citations
M5 1944 c. 31.
M6 1953 c. 33.
M7 1968 c. 46.
M8 1970 c. 42.
M9 1967 c. 39.
M10 1972 c. 72.
M11 1936 c. 49.

17 Transfers from Executive Councils and pricing committees.

(1) All property, rights and liabilities which immediately before the appointed day were
property, rights and liabilities of an Executive Council or either of the pricing
committees mentioned in section 14(1) of this Act shall by virtue of this subsection
be transferred to and vest in the Secretary of State on that day; and the Secretary of
State may by order provide for such of those rights and liabilities as are specified in
the order to be enforceable by and against an Area Health Authority or special health
authority or Family Practitioner Committee so specified instead of by and against the
Secretary of State.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order make such provision as he considers is appropriate
in anticipation or in consequence of any transfer which is to be or has been made by
virtue of the preceding subsection.
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Transfer of staff

18 Transfers to employment by new authorities and social service authorities.

(1) The Secretary of State may by order make provision—
(a) for the transfer on the appointed day to the employment of new health

authorities designated by or under the order of persons so designated who
immediately before that day were—

(i) employed by old health authorities so designated, or
(ii) employed by local health authorities or by the Greater London

Council and so employed wholly or mainly for the purposes of
functions mentioned in paragraphs (a) and (b) of the definition of
health functions in section 16(6) of this Act, or

(iii) employed by local education authorities wholly or mainly for
the purposes of functions under the enactments mentioned in
section 16(3) of this Act, or

(iv) employed as relevant staff or speech therapists by local education
authorities wholly or mainly for the purposes of providing special
educational treatment in pursuance of section 34 of the M12Education
Act 1944 and ascertaining whether children require such treatment, or

(v) employed by local authorities within the meaning of section 41 of
this Act wholly or mainly for the purposes of functions under the
enactments mentioned in subsection (1) of that section;

(b) for requiring any such authority, body or Council as is mentioned in sub-
paragraphs (i) to (v) of the preceding paragraph and is designated by or under
the order to make, after consulting new health authorities so designated if the
order requires them to be consulted, schemes for the transfer on the appointed
day to the employment of new health authorities designated by or under the
schemes of persons designated by or under the schemes who were employed
as mentioned in the preceding paragraph;

(c) for any scheme made in pursuance of the preceding paragraph to be varied
or revoked, at any time before the appointed day, by a subsequent scheme so
made;

(d) for requiring an authority or other person by whom a scheme is made in
pursuance of this subsection to submit the scheme or provisions of it to the
Secretary of State for his approval, and for requiring the authority or other
person to make, before the appointed day, such changes in the scheme as the
Secretary of State may direct.

(2) The Secretary of State may by order make provision—
(a) for the transfer on the appointed day to the employment of new health

authorities of persons to whom this subsection applies;
(b) for requiring public health authorities designated by or under the order to

make schemes for the transfer on the appointed day, to the employment of new
health authorities designated by or under the schemes, of persons to whom
this subsection applies;

(c) as to the manner of determining whether an individual is a person to whom this
subsection applies and which authority is the new health authority to whose
employment such a person is to be transferred;

(d) for determining, in the case of a person who apart from provision made by
virtue of this paragraph falls to be transferred to the same employment or
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different employments by virtue of this subsection and any other provision of
this Act, which of the provisions in question are not to apply in his case;

and it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State, before he makes an order in pursuance
of this subsection, to consult with respect to the order such bodies as appear to him to
represent public health authorities and to be concerned with the order and any other
body which he considers it desirable to consult about the order.

(3) The persons to whom the preceding subsection applies are—
(a) relevant staff employed immediately before the appointed day—

(i) by public health authorities wholly or mainly for the purposes of any
functions of such authorities under sections 143, 147, 153 and 166
to 170 of the M13Public Health Act 1936, sections 40 and 41 of the
M14Public Health Act 1961 and sections 49 to 52 of the M15Health
Services and Public Health Act 1968 (which relate to the control of
infectious disease and food poisoning) and Part IX of the M16Public
Health Act 1936 (which relates to common lodging houses), or

(ii) by public health authorities, in their capacities as food and drugs
authorities within the meaning of the [F7Food Act 1984], wholly or
mainly for the purposes of any functions of food and drugs authorities
under that Act; and

(b) persons employed immediately before the appointed day wholly or mainly in
premises provided in pursuance of section 196 of the M17Public Health Act
1936 (which relates to laboratories) and transferred to the Secretary of State
by section 16 of this Act.

(4) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for the transfer—
(a) to the employment of bodies who are local authorities for the purposes of

the M18Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 of persons of descriptions
specified in the order who are for the time being employed by old health
authorities or new health authorities wholly or mainly for the purposes of
functions which stand referred to social services committees by virtue of
section 2 of that Act;

(b) to the employment of new health authorities of relevant staff and speech
therapists who are for the time being employed wholly or mainly for the
purposes mentioned in the preceding paragraph by bodies who are such local
authorities as are there mentioned;

and an order by virtue of this subsection may include provision—
(i) for transfers in pursuance of the order to be made on such days as may be

determined by or under the order; and
(ii) as to the manner of determining whether an individual is a person liable to be

transferred by virtue of this subsection and which authority is the authority to
whose employment such a person is to be transferred.

(5) A person transferred by virtue of paragraph (a) of the preceding subsection to the
employment of such a body as is mentioned in that paragraph shall not be required in
the course of that employment to perform duties otherwise than at or in connection
with a hospital unless he has consented to perform such duties.

(6) The Secretary of State may by order make provision for the transfer to the employment
of any new health authorities, with effect from such dates (whether before or after the
making of the order) as may be specified in the order, of persons who—
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(a) were employed by an old health authority, or by another authority in its
capacity as a local health authority, immediately before the date when the
authority ceased to exist or to be a local health authority; and

(b) are not on that date transferred to the employment of a new health authority
by virtue of any provision of subsections (1) to (4) of this section.

(7) In this section—
“new health authority” means any Regional or Area [F8or District] Health

Authority and any special health authority;
“old health authority” means any Regional Hospital Board, Board of

Governors or Executive Council and any pricing committee mentioned in
section 14(1) of this Act;

“public health authority” means the council of a county, borough (including
a London borough), urban district and rural district, the Common Council of
the City of London and a port health authority constituted in pursuance of
section 2 of the M19Public Health Act 1936; and

“relevant staff” means persons of any of the following categories, namely,
medical practitioners, persons registered or enrolled within the meaning of
the M20Nurses Act 1957 and persons registered by a board in respect of a
profession in pursuance of the M21Professions Supplementary to Medicine Act
1960.

Textual Amendments
F7 Words substituted by Food Act 1984 (c. 30, SIF 53:1), s. 134, Sch. 10 para. 27
F8 Words inserted by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), Sch. 1 para. 23(1)(3)

Marginal Citations
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19 Provisions supplementary to s. 18.

(1) Without prejudice to the duty imposed on the Secretary of State by subsection (2) of
the preceding section, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State, before he makes an
order in pursuance of that section or the following subsection, to consult with respect to
the order such bodies as he may recognise as representing persons who in his opinion
are likely to be transferred or affected by transfers in pursuance of the order.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State by order to make provision for securing,
in the case of a person transferred to the employment of any body by virtue of the
preceding section,—
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(a) that, while he is in the employment of that body and has not been served with a
notice in writing stating that it is served for the purposes of this subsection and
specifying such new terms and conditions of employment as are mentioned in
the following paragraph, the scale of his remuneration and, taken as a whole,
the other terms and conditions of his employment by that body are not less
favourable to him than were immediately before the transfer those of the
employment from which the transfer was made;

(b) that any new terms and conditions determined by that body for his
employment by that body are such that—

(i) so long as he is engaged in duties reasonably comparable to the
duties in which immediately before the transfer he was engaged in
the employment from which the transfer was made, the scale of his
remuneration and, taken as a whole, the other terms and conditions
of his employment by that body are not less favourable to him than
were, immediately before the transfer, those of the employment from
which the transfer was made, and

(ii) so long as he is engaged in duties not so comparable, the terms
and conditions of his employment by that body (excluding terms as
to remuneration) are, taken as a whole, not less favourable than as
mentioned in the preceding sub-paragraph;

(c) that for the purposes of any enactment specified in the order the employments
from which and to which he was tranferred by virtue of the preceding section
are treated as one continuous employment;

and an order made in pursuance of this subsection may contain provision for the
determination of questions arising with respect to the effect in relation to any person
of provision made by virtue of paragraphs (a) to (c) of this section.

(3) An order or scheme made by virtue of any provision of the preceding section except
subsection (4)(a) may include provision for securing that, in determining whether a
person was at a particular time employed by an authority wholly or mainly for the
purposes of functions of the authority of a particular kind mentioned in that section,
any functions of that authority which are of a different kind so mentioned and for the
purposes of which the person was at that time also employed by the authority may
be treated as functions of the particular kind in question; and it is hereby declared
that, in determining in pursuance of the preceding section whether a person was at
any time employed by an authority wholly or mainly for the purposes of functions of
the authority, any employment of his at that time which was not employment by the
authority is to be disregarded.

(4) An order made by virtue of the preceding section may include provision—
(a) for the determination of any question arising in connection with the order as

to whether a person is or was employed in a particular capacity or wholly or
mainly for particular purposes;

(b) for enabling any person who objects, on such grounds as may be specified in
the order, to his transfer in pursuance of the order or a scheme made by virtue
of the order to make in respect of the transfer representations to whichever
of the two Commissions appointed in pursuance of the following section is
appropriate in his case, and for requiring the Commission to advise the person
who made the order or scheme or, if that person has ceased to exist, to advise
the Secretary of State on whether it would be appropriate in consequence
of the representations to amend the order or scheme before the day when
transfers take effect in pursuance of it or to transfer a person on or after that
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day from the employment to which he is transferred in pursuance of the order
or scheme;

(c) for the transfer of a person in consequence of such representations—
(i) from the employment of a new health authority to the employment

of a different new health authority or, except where the person in
question was transferred in pursuance of the order or scheme from
the employment of an old health authority, to the employment of an
authority established by or under the M22Local Government Act 1972
or a London authority, or

(ii) from the employment of a body to which the person in question
was transferred by virtue of paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of the
preceding section to the employment of a different body which is such
a local authority as is mentioned in that paragraph;

and in this subsection “old health authority” and “new health authority” have the
same meanings as in the preceding section and “London authority” means the Greater
London Council, a London borough council and the Common Council of the City of
London.

Marginal Citations
M22 1972 c. 70.

20 Health Service Staff Commissions.

(1) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to appoint, within one month beginning
with the date of the passing of this Act, two Commissions to be called the National
Health Service Staff Commission and the Welsh National Health Service Staff
Commission; and the Commissions—

(a) shall consist respectively of such persons as the Secretary of State may from
time to time appoint as members of the Commission after consulting any
bodies appearing to him to represent persons employed in England or, as the
case may be, employed in Wales who are liable to transfer in pursuance of
section 18 of this Act and any other bodies appearing to him to be concerned
with transfers of such persons in pursuance of that section; and

(b) shall in the case of the National Health Service Staff Commission exercise
its functions in relation to England and in the case of the other Commission
exercise its functions in relation to Wales.

(2) It shall be the duty of each Commission—
(a) to keep under review the arrangements made by relevant bodies for

recruiting and engaging employees and the arrangements made for transfers
in pursuance of section 18 of this Act and to give advice to the Secretary of
State and the relevant bodies with respect to the arrangements;

(b) to consider and advise the Secretary of State on any matter which he refers to
the Commission as being a matter which in his opinion arises in connection
with persons liable to transfer in pursuance of section 18 of this Act;

(c) to consider and advise the Secretary of State on the steps required to safeguard
the interests of persons liable as aforesaid; and

(d) to arrange for the consideration of representations made to the Commission
in pursuance of provision made by virtue of paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1972/70
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the preceding section and for the giving of advice in pursuance of provision
so made;

and each Commission shall have power to take any steps which it considers are
appropriate for the purpose of selecting and recommending to Regional or Area Health
Authorities and special health authorities persons whom it considers are suitable for
employment by any of those authorities.

(3) The Secretary of State may—
(a) give directions to each Commission with respect to its procedure;
(b) give directions to relevant bodies with respect to the furnishing by them

of information requested by the appropriate Commission and with respect
to the action to be taken by them in consequence of advice given by that
Commission;

(c) pay to any member of either Commission such remuneration as the Secretary
of State may determine with the approval of the Minister for the Civil Service;

(d) defray any expenses incurred with his approval by either Commission in the
performance of its functions; and

(e) wind up either Commission in such manner and at such time as he thinks fit;
and it shall be the duty of a body to which directions are given in pursuance of this
subsection to comply with the directions.

(4) In this section “relevant bodies” means bodies from and to whose employment persons
are liable to be transferred by virtue of section 18 of this Act.

Hospital endowments etc.

21, 22. F9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F9 Ss. 2–13, 21, 22, 28, 31–39, 40 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

23 Winding-up of Hospital Endowments Fund.

(1) The Hospital Endowments Fund shall be wound up by the Secretary of State, and the
winding up shall be completed by 31st March 1974 or as soon after as is practicable.

(2) The Secretary of State shall by order provide for the distribution of the assets of the
Hospital Endowments Fund among the following authorities and bodies, that is—

Regional Health Authorities,
Area Health Authorities, and
Special Trustees,

or among such of those authorities or trustees as are specified in the order, in such
proportions or up to such amounts as may be so specified.

24 Transfer of trust property from abolished authorities.

(1) Subject to the following subsection, property held immediately before [F10the abolition
of a preserved Board] on trust by a body specified in column 1 of the Table below . . .

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/40
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49/section/129
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49/schedule/16
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F11 shall on [F12that abolition] be transferred to and vest in the person specified in the
relevant entry in column 2 of that Table.

TABLE

1. 2
Existing trustees New trustees

A regional hospital board in England. Such one or more of the Regional Health
Authorities as may be specified by an
order made by the Secretary of State.

The Welsh Hospital Board Such one or more Area Health
Authorities [F13District Health
Authorities] or special health authorities
in Wales as may be specified by an order
made by the Secretary of State.

A Hospital Management Committee
(other than a University Hospital
Management Committee) holding
any property on trust for one or more
hospitals.

The Area [F13or District] Health
Authority [F14or a special health
authority] or Authorities responsible for
the administration of the hospitals.

A University Hospital Management
Committee.

The Special Trustees appointed for the
university hospital.

A Board of Governors The Special Trustees appointed for the
teaching hospital.

(2) If [F15not less than four weeks before the abolition of a preserved Board] a University
Hospital Management Committee or Board of Governors requests the Secretary of
State in writing to secure that property held immediately before [F16the abolition of
that preserved Board] by the Committee or Board is not transferred to and vested in
Special Trustees by virtue of the preceding subsection, he may by an order made before
[F17that abolition] provide that the property shall be treated for the purposes of that
subsection as if it were held immediately before that day by a Hospital Management
Committee which is not a University Hospital Management Committee.

(3) Where the Secretary of State has arranged before the appointed day for an Area Health
Authority (Teaching) established before that day—

(a) to become responsible for the administration of a hospital or group of hospitals
controlled and managed by a Hospital Management Committee which is not
a University Hospital Management Committee; and

(b) not to become responsible on that day for the administration of any hospital
which immediately before that day was controlled and managed by a
University Hospital Management Committee or a Board of Governors,

he may by an order made before that day specify the hospital or group in question and
provide that for the purposes of subsection (1) of this section and section 29(1) of this
Act the Hospital Management Committee shall be deemed to be a University Hospital
Management Committee and the hospital or group shall be deemed to be designated
as a university hospital.
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Textual Amendments
F10 Words substituted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(2)(a)
F11 Words repealed by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(2)(b)
F12 Words substituted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(2)(c)
F13 Words inserted by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), Sch. 1 para. 23(1)(4)
F14 Words inserted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(2)(d)
F15 Words substituted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(3)(a)
F16 Words substituted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(3)(b)
F17 Words substituted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(3)(c)

25 Transfer of trust property held for health services by local health authorites.

(1) Any property held immediately before the appointed day by a local health authority
on trust for purposes which are wholly or mainly the same as those of any part of the
health service shall on the appointed day be transferred to and vest in such one or more
Health Authorities as may be specified by an order made by the Secretary of State.

(2) Any property held immediately before the appointed day by the Greater London
Council on trust for the purpose of its functions under section 27 of the principal Act
(ambulance services) shall on the appointed day be transferred to and vest in such
Health Authority as may be specified by an order made by the Secretary of State.

(3) The Secretary of State may by order provide for determining whether immediately
before the appointed day any property was held as mentioned in the preceding
provisions of this section.

(4) Nothing in section 210 of the M23Local Government Act 1972 (charities) shall apply
to property to be transferred under this section.

Marginal Citations
M23 1972 c. 70.

26 Power to make further transfers of trust property.

(1) The Secretary of State may, having regard to any change or proposed change in the
arrangements for the administration of a hospital or in the area or functions of any
Health Authority, by order provide for the transfer of any trust property from any
Health Authority or Special Trustees to any other Health Authority or Special Trustees.

(2) If it appears to the Secretary of State at any time that all the functions of any Special
Trustees should be discharged by one or more Health Authorities then, whether or
not there has been any such change as is mentioned in the preceding subsection, he
may by order provide for the transfer of all trust property from the Special Trustees to
the Health Authority or, in such proportions as he may specify in the order, to those
Health Authorities.

(3) Before acting under this section the Secretary of State shall consult the Health
Authorities and Special Trustees concerned.
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27 Application of trust property previously held for general hospital purposes.

(1) This section applies—
(a) to property which is transferred under section 23 of this Act; and
(b) to property which is transferred under section 24 of this Act and which

immediately before the appointed day was, in accordance with any provision
contained in or made under section 7 of the principal Act, applicable for
purposes relating to hospital services or relating to some form of research,

and this section shall continue to apply to the property after any further transfer under
the preceding section.

(2) The person holding the property after the transfer or last transfer shall secure, so
far as is reasonably practicable, that the objects of any original endowment and
the observance of any conditions attached thereto, including in particular conditions
intended to preserve the memory of any person or class of persons, are not prejudiced
by the provisions of this Part of this Act.

In this subsection “original endowment” means a hospital endowment which was
transferred under section 7 of the principal Act and from which the property in question
is derived.

(3) Subject to the preceding subsection, the property shall be held on trust for such
purposes relating to hospital services (including research), or to any other part of the
health service associated with any hospital, as the person holding the property thinks
fit.

(4) Where the person holding the property is a body of Special Trustees, the power
conferred by the preceding subsection shall be exercised as respects the hospitals for
which they are appointed.

28 F18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F18 Ss. 2–13, 21, 22, 28, 31–39, 40 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

29 Special Trustees for a university or teaching hospital.

(1) The Secretary of State shall appoint bodies of trustees (in this Act referred to as
Special Trustees) for the hospital or hospitals which, immediately before [F19the
abolition of a preserved Board], were controlled and managed by any University
Hospital Management Committee or Board of Governors (excluding any body on
whose request an order was made in pursuance of section 24(2) of this Act . . . F20), and
those trustees shall hold and administer the property transferred to them under this Act.

(2) Special Trustees shall have power to accept, hold and administer any property on trust
for all or any purposes relating to hospital services (including research), or to any other
part of the health service associated with hospitals, being a trust which is wholly or
mainly for hospitals for which the Special Trustees are appointed.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/section/21
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(3) The number of trustees for any hospital or hospitals shall be such as the Secretary of
State may from time to time determine after consultation with such bodies and persons
as he considers appropriate.

(4) The term of office of any Special Trustee shall be fixed by the Secretary of State, but
a Special Trustee may be removed by the Secretary of State at any time during his
term of office.

Textual Amendments
F19 Words substituted by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(4)(a)
F20 Words repealed by S.I. 1982/75, art. 2(4)(b)

30 Endowments: supplementary provisions.

(1) Where by section 24, 25 or 26 of this Act, or by an order under any of those sections,
property is transferred to two or more authorities, it shall be apportioned by them in
such proportions as they may agree or as may in default of agreement be determined
by the Secretary of State:

Provided that where the property is transferred pursuant to an order, the order may
provide for the way in which the property is to be apportioned.

(2) Where property is so apportioned, the Secretary of State may by order make any
consequential amendments of the trust instrument relating to the property.

(3) In sections 21 to 29 of this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
“Health Authority” means a Regional or Area Health Authority or a special

health authority; and
“University Hospital Management Committee” means a Hospital

Management Committee of a hospital or group of hospitals designated as a
university hospital under section 5(1) of the M24Health Services and Public
Health Act 1968.

(4) any provision in the said sections for the transfer of any property includes provision
for the transfer of any rights and liabilities arising from that property.

(5) Nothing in the said sections shall affect any power of Her Majesty, the court (as defined
in the M25Charities Act 1960) or any other person to alter the trusts of any charity.

Marginal Citations
M24 1968 c. 46.
M25 1960 c. 58.

PART III

31—
39.
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Textual Amendments
F21 Ss. 2–13, 21, 22, 28, 31–39, 40 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

PART IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

Miscellaneous

40 F22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F22 Ss. 2–13, 21, 22, 28, 31–39, 40 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

41 F23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F23 S. 41 repealed by Nursing Homes Act 1975 (c. 37), s. 22(2)(3), Sch. 3

42, 43. F24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F24 Ss. 42, 43, 45–48, 50–53, 54(1)(5) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch.

16

44 Provision for early retirement in lieu of compensation for loss of office.

(1) In order to facilitate the early retirement of certain persons who might otherwise suffer,
in consequence of this Act, loss of employment or loss or diminution of emoluments,
any person who—

(a) is in any such employment as may be prescribed for the purposes of this
subsection; and

(b) attains or has attained the age of fifty on or before a prescribed date; and
(c) fulfils such other conditions as may be prescribed;

may by notice given before a prescribed date and in the prescribed manner elect that
this section shall apply to him.

(2) Where any person has made an election under the preceding subsection, then, unless
within a prescribed period notice of objection to the election is given to him by a
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prescribed person, this section shall apply to him on his retirement within a prescribed
period and before attaining the normal retiring age and compensation on his retirement
shall not be payable to or in respect of him in pursuance of section 24 of the
M26Superannuation Act 1972 (which among other things relates to compensation for
loss of office).

(3) Subject to the following subsection, the Secretary of State shall by regulations provide
for the payment by him to or in respect of a person to whom this section applies of
benefits corresponding, as near as may be, to those which would have been paid to or
in respect of that person under the relevant superannuation scheme if—

(a) at the date of his retirement he had attained the normal retiring age; and
(b) the actual period of his reckonable service were increased by such period

as may be prescribed, not exceeding the period beginning on the date of his
retirement and ending on the date on which he would attain the normal retiring
age.

(4) Regulations in pursuance of the preceding subsection shall be so framed as to secure
that the sums which would otherwise be payable under the regulations in accordance
with that subsection to or in respect of any person are reduced to take account of any
benefits payable to or in respect of him under the relevant superannuation scheme.

(5) Any sums payable under regulations made in pursuance of subsection (3) of this
section shall be treated for the purposes of section 73 of the M27Finance Act 1972
(under which compensation for loss of office or employment is chargeable to tax as a
payment made on retirement or removal from office or employment) in like manner
as compensation paid in pursuance of the said section 24.

(6) In this section—
“normal retiring age” means—

(a) in relation to any person to whom an age of compulsory retirement applies by
virtue of the relevant superannuation scheme, that age; and

(b) in relation to any other person, the age of sixty-five in the case of a man and
sixty in the case of a woman or, in either case, such other age as may be
prescribed;

“reckonable service”, in relation to any person, means service in respect of
which benefits are payable under the relevant superannuation scheme; and

“relevant superannuation scheme”, in relation to any person, means the
instrument which is applicable in the case of his employment and which makes
provision with respect to the pensions, allowances or gratuities which, subject
to the fulfilment of certain requirements and conditions, are to be, or may be,
paid to or in respect of persons in that employment.

Marginal Citations
M26 1972 c. 11.
M27 1972 c. 41.

45, 46. F25. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Textual Amendments
F25 Ss. 42, 43, 45–48, 50–53, 54(1)(5) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch.

16

Financial Provisions

47, 48. F26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F26 Ss. 42, 43, 45–48, 50–53, 54(1)(5) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch.

16

49 Stamp duty.

Nothing in section 12 of the M28Finance Act 1895 (which requires certain Acts and
certain instruments relating to the vesting of property by virtue of an Act to be stamped
as conveyances on sale) shall apply to this Act or an order made in pursuance of this
Act; and stamp duty shall not be payable on such an order.

Marginal Citations
M28 1895 c. 16.

50—
52.

F27. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F27 Ss. 42, 43, 45–48, 50–53, 54(1)(5) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch.

16

Supplemental

53 F28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F28 Ss. 42, 43, 45–48, 50–53, 54(1)(5) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch.

16
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54 General ancillary provisions.

(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F29

(2) The Secretary of State may by order make such incidental, supplemental, transitional
or consequential provision (including provision making modifications of enactments)
as he considers appropriate for any of the purposes of this Act or in consequence of
or for giving full effect to any provision of this Act; and nothing in the following
subsection or any other provision of this Act shall be construed as prejudicing the
generality of the power conferred by this subsection.

(3) An order made by virtue of the preceding subsection may include provision—
(a) for any thing duly done by a body in the exercise of functions which by virtue

of this Act become functions of another body to be deemed to have been duly
done by the other body; and

(b) without prejudice to the generality of the preceding paragraph, for any
instrument, in so far as it was made in the exercise of such functions, to
continue in force until varied or revoked by the other body.

(4) In so far as—
(a) any apportionment, agreement, order or regulation made by virtue of an

enactment repealed by this Act; or
(b) any approval, consent, direction or notice given by virtue of such an

enactment; or
(c) any proceedings begun or thing done by virtue of such an enactment,

could, if a corresponding enactment which is contained in this Act had been in
force at the relevant time, have been made, given, begun or done by virtue of
the corresponding enactment, it shall, if effective immediately before the relevant
corresponding enactment comes into force, continue to have effect thereafter as if
made, given, begun or done by virtue of that corresponding enactment.

(5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F29

Textual Amendments
F29 Ss. 42, 43, 45–48, 50–53, 54(1)(5) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch.

16

55 Interpretation etc.

(1) Except where the contrary intention appears, in this Act the following expressions
have the following meanings—

“the appointed day” means such day as the Secretary of State may by order
appoint;

“Board of Governors” means a body constituted in pursuance of section 11
of the principal Act as the Board of Governors of a teaching hospital;

“functions” includes powers and duties;
“the health service” means the health service established in pursuance of

section 1 of the principal Act;
“the Health Service Acts” means the National Health Service Acts 1946 to

1968 and this Act;
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“local health authority” includes a joint board constituted in pursuance of
section 19 of the principal Act and a body exercising delegated functions of
such an authority in pursuance of section 46 of the M29Local Government Act
1958;

“modifications” includes additions, omissions and amendments;
“prescribed” means prescribed by regulations;
“preserved Board” has the meaning assigned to it by section 15(6) of this

Act;
“the principal Act” means the M30National Health Service Act 1946;
“regulations” means, subject to subsection (2) of the following section,

regulations made by the Secretary of State;
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F30

and any other expression to which a meaning is assigned by Part IV or section 79(1)
of the principal Act has that meaning in this Act.

(2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F31 it is hereby declared that in this Act
“property” includes land.

(3) Any reference in this Act to any enactment is a reference to it as amended or applied
by or under any other enactment including this Act.

Textual Amendments
F30 Definitions repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), Sch. 16
F31 Words repealed by Interpretation Act 1978 (c. 30), Sch. 3

Marginal Citations
M29 1958 c. 55.
M30 1946 c. 81.

56 Orders and regulations etc.

(1) Any power to make orders or regulations conferred by this Act shall be exercisable
by statutory instrument; and

(a) a statutory instrument made by virtue of this subsection, except an instrument
containing only such orders as are mentioned in the following paragraph, . . .
F32 shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House
of Parliament;

(b) a statutory instrument containing only orders made by virtue of section 14(2),
24(2) or (3) or 54 of this Act or orders appointing a day in pursuance of this
Act shall be laid before Parliament after being made.

(2) Any power to make regulations conferred on the Secretary of State by this Act shall,
if the Treasury so directs, be exercisable by the Treasury and the Secretary of State
acting jointly.

(3) Any power to make an order conferred by this Act, except sections 15(2)(d), . . . F32

and 24(2) and (3), includes power to vary or revoke the order by a subsequent order
made in the exercise of that power; but provisions of an order which appoint a day or
provide for an enactment to come into force on a specified day shall not by virtue of
this subsection be revoked or varied on or after that day.
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(4) Any power conferred by the Health Service Acts . . . F33 to make orders, regulations
or schemes, , F32may unless the contrary intention appears be exercised—

(a) either in relation to all cases to which the power extends, or in relation to
all those cases subject to specified exceptions, or in relation to any specified
cases or classes of case; and

(b) so as to make, as respects the cases in relation to which it is exercised,—
(i) the full provision to which the power extends or any less provision

(whether by way of exception or otherwise);
(ii) the same provision for all cases in relation to which the power is

exercised, or different provision for different cases or different classes
of case, or different provision as respects the same case or class of
case for different purposes of those Acts or that section;

(iii) any such provision either unconditionally or subject to any specified
condition,

and includes power to make such incidental or supplemental provision in the orders,
regulations, schemes or directions as the persons making or giving them consider
appropriate.

(5) Any directions given in pursuance of any provision of this Act . . . F32 may be varied
or revoked by subsequent directions given in pursuance of that provision.

Textual Amendments
F32 Words repealed by Health Services Act 1980 (c. 53), Sch. 7
F33 Words repealed by Nursing Homes Act 1975 (c. 37), s. 22(2)(3), Sch. 3

57 Minor and consequential amendments, and repeals.

(1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F34

(2) The enactments and Order in Council mentioned in the first and second columns of
Schedule 5 to this Act are hereby repealed to the extent specified in the third column
of that Schedule.

(3) An order bringing any provision of the said Schedule 4 or Schedule 5 into force in
pursuance of subsection (3) of the following section may, without prejudice to the
generality of that subsection or subsection (4) of the preceding section, provide that
the enactment or Order in Council amended or repealed by that provision shall, in such
cases and for such periods as are specified in the order, continue to have effect as if
the provision were not in force.

(4) An order bringing any provision of the said Schedule 5 into force as mentioned in
the preceding subsection may, without prejudice as therein mentioned, provide that
any orders, regulations or other instruments in force by virtue of that provision shall
continue in force; and an instrument continued in force in pursuance of this subsection
may be varied or revoked by regulations.

(5) The Secretary of State may by order repeal or amend any provision of any local Act
passed before this Act (including an Act confirming a provisional order) or of any
order or other instrument made under an Act so passed if it appears to him that the
provision is inconsistent with, or has become unnecessary or requires alteration in
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consequence of, any provision of this Act or corresponds to any provision repealed
by this Act.

(6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F35

Textual Amendments
F34 Ss. 57(1) repealed with saving by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 14 para. 13(i),

Sch. 16
F35 Ss. 57(6), 58(6), Schs. 1, 3 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C4 The text of s. 57(2), Sch. 5 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not reproduced in

Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been made prior to
1.2.1991.

58 Citation, commencement and extent.

(1) This Act may be cited as the National Health Service Reorganisation Act 1973,—
(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F36

(b) this Act so far as it extends to Scotland and the National Health Service
(Scotland) Acts 1947 to 1972 may be cited together as the National Health
Service (Scotland) Acts 1947 to 1973.

(2) The following provisions of this Act shall come into force on the passing of this Act,
namely sections 1, 5 to 10, 14 to 21, 23 to 26, 29, 30, 41 (so far as it is applied
by sections 16 and 18), 44, 47 to 49, 51 to 57 and this section, Schedules 1 and 2,
paragraphs 22, 79, 133, 141, 151 and 152 of Schedule 4 and the entry in Schedule 5
relating to section 36(3)(c) of the principal Act.

(3) The provisions of this Act which do not come into force in pursuance of the preceeding
subsection shall come into force on such day as the Secretary of State may by order
appoint; and, without prejudice to the generality of section 56(4) of this Act, different
days may be appointed in pursuance of this subsection for different provisions of this
Act and for different purposes of the same provision of this Act.

(4) The Secretary of State may by order provide that this Act shall extend to the Isles
of Scilly with such modifications, if any, as are specified in the order; and except as
provided in pursuance of this subsection this Act shall not extend to the Isles of Scilly.

(5) The following provisions only of this Act shall extend to Scotland, namely, this
subsection and subsections (1) to (3) of this section, sections 32(4) to (7), 36, 37(5),
section 39(1) so far as it relates to those sections, sections 50, 51 and 57, paragraphs
41, 42, 43, 49, 58(2), 59(1), 67, 77 to 82, 96, 102, 104, 106, 109, 123, 128, 130,
133 to 135 and 138 to 150 of Schedule 4, the entries in Schedule 5 relating to
the M31National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1947, the M32Dentists Act 1957, the
M33Opticians Act 1958, the M34Radioactive Substances Act 1960, the M35Health Visiting
and Social Working Training Act 1962, the M36Redundancy Payments Act 1965,
(excluding the reference to paragraph 6), the M37Ministry of Social Security Act 1966
and the M38National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1972, and section 56 so far as it
relates to subsection (3) of this section, sections 32(6) and 50 and paragraphs 138 and
139 of Schedule 4.
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(6) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F37

Textual Amendments
F36 Word “and” and s. 58(1)(a) repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16
F37 Ss. 57(6), 58(6), Schs. 1, 3 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

Marginal Citations
M31 1947 c. 27.
M32 1957 c. 28.
M33 1958 c. 32.
M34 1960 c. 34.
M35 1962 c. 33.
M36 1965 c. 62.
M37 1966 c. 20.
M38 1972 c. 58.
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S C H E D U L E S

F38F38SCHEDULE 1

Textual Amendments
F38 Ss. 57(6), 58(6), Schs. 1, 3 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F38

SCHEDULE 2 Section 15(1).

HOSPITALS OF WHICH THE BOARDS OF GOVERNORS MAY BE PRESERVED

The teaching hospitals to which the following names are assigned by orders made by virtue of
section 11 of the principal Act before the passing of this Act, that is to say—

The Hospitals for Sick Children
The National Hospitals for Nervous Diseases
The Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital
The Moorfields Eye Hospital
The Bethlem Royal Hospital and the Maudsley Hospital
St. John’s Hospital for Diseases of the Skin
The Royal National Orthopaedic Hospitals
The National Heart and Chest Hospitals
St. Peter’s Hospitals
The Royal Marsden Hospital
Queen Charlotte’s Hospital for Women
The Eastman Dental Hospital.

F39F39SCHEDULE 3

Textual Amendments
F39 Ss. 57(6), 58(6), Schs. 1, 3 repealed by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 16

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F39
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F40F41F40F41SCHEDULE 4

Textual Amendments
F40 Sch. 4 repealed with saving by National Health Service Act 1977 (c. 49), s. 129, Sch. 14 para. 13(1),

Sch. 16 (Sch. 4 para. 45 expressed to be repealedprosp. by National Health Service and Community Care
Act 1990 (c. 19, SIF 113:2), ss. 66(2), 67(2), Sch.10, para. 80 expressed to be repealed by Dentists Act
1984 (c. 24, SIF 83:1), s. 54(2)(3), Sch. 6 Pt. I, and para. 123 expressed to be repealed in part by Food
Act 1984 (c. 30, SIF 53:1), s. 134, Sch.11)

F41 Sch. 4 para. 134 expressed to be repealed (1. 10. 1992) by Tribunals and Inquiries Act 1992 (c. 53), ss.
18(2), 19(2), Sch. 4 Pt.I.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F40F41

SCHEDULE 5 Section 57.

REPEALS

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C5 The text of s. 57(2), Sch. 5 is in the form in which it was originally enacted: it was not reproduced in

Statutes in Force and does not reflect any amendments or repeals which may have been made prior to
1.2.1991.

Chapter Short tile Extent of repeal
37 & 38 Vict. c. 88. The Births and Deaths

Registration Act 1874.
Section 28.

26 Geo. 5 and 1 Edw. 8.
c. 49.

The Public Health Act 1936. In section 143(3), the word
“or” where it first occurs.

  Sections 189 to 191 and 194
to 196.

  In section 203, in
subsection (2) the words “or
residence” in both places
where they occur and in
subsection (6) the words “o f
health”.

7 & 8 Geo. 6. c. 31. The Education Act 1944. Sections 48(1), (2), (3) and
(5).

  Section 69(1).
  In section 78, subsection (1)

and in subsection (2) the
words from “and may” to
“school or establishment”.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49/section/129
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49/schedule/14/paragraph/13/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1977/49/schedule/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/19/section/66/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/19/section/67/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/19/schedule/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/19/paragraph/80
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/section/54/2/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/24/schedule/6/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/30/section/134
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/30/schedule/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/32/schedule/4/paragraph/134
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/53
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/53/section/18/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/53/section/18/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/53/section/19/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/53/schedule/4/part/I
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  Section 79.
  In section 114(1), the

definitions of “medical
inspection” and “medica l
treatment”.

9 & 10 Geo. 6. c. 81. The National Health Service
Act 1946.

In section 2(3), the words
from “after consultation
with that Council” to “those
services”.

  Sections 3(1) and 6 to 14
except section 6(4).

  Section 16(2).
  In section 18, the words “in

cases of emergency” where
they first occur.

  Sections 19 to 21.
  In section 22, in

subsection (1) the words
“including in particular dental
care”, in subsection (2) the
words “with the approval
of the Minister” and
subsection (3).

  Sections 24 to 27, 30 and 31.
  In section 33, in

subsection (1) the words
“whether at a health centre or
otherwise”.

  In section 36(3)(c), the
words from “and secure” to
“occurs”.

  Section 37.
  In section 40(1), the words

“whether at a health centre or
otherwise”.

  In section 41(1), the words
“whether at a health centre
or otherwise” in both places
where they occur.

  Section 46.
  In section 47, the words

from “or between” to “health
centre”.

  In section 52(2), the words
“except sums required to be
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transferred to the Hospital
Endowmen t Fund”.

  Sections 54(1) to (3) and 56.
  In section 58(3), the words

“or a local health authority”.
  Sections 59(1) and 60.
  In section 61, the words

“and in the making of
appointments to the Hospital
Management Commi t tee”.

  Sections 62, 64, 66, 68, 69
and 73.

  In section 74(c), the words
“local health authorities and”.

  In section 75, subsection (1)
and in subsection (2) the
words “except regulations
made under section 68” and
the words from “and such of”
to “constituted”.

  In section 76, the words from
“and the enactments” to “that
Part” and the words “and
repeal”.

  Section 78.
  In section 79(1), the

definition of “appointed day”
and in the definition of “local
authority” the words “county
borough,”.

  In Schedule 1, in paragraph
3 the words from “and the
Central Council” onwards.

  Schedules 2 and 3.
  Part I of Schedule 4.
  Schedule 5.
  In Schedule 10, the entries

relating to the Poor Law
Act 1930, the Yarmouth
Naval Hospital Act 1931, the
Pharmacy and Poisons Act
1933 and the Public Health
Act 1936 (except so much of
the entry relating section 244
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of that Act as ends with the
word “Minister”).

10 & 11 Geo. 6. c. 19. The Polish Resettlement Act
1947.

In section 4, the words “, on
or after the appointed day for
the purposes of that Act,”.

10 & 11 Geo. 6. c. 27. The National Health Service
(Scotland) Act 1947.

In section 37(3)(c), the
words from “and secure” to
“occurs”.

11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. 29. The National Assistance Act
1948.

In section 21(7), the words
from “In this subsection”
onwards.

  Section 47(10).
  In Schedule 6, paragraph

6(3).
11 & 12 Geo. 6. c. 43. The Children Act 1948. In Schedule 3, the entry

relating to the National
Health Service Act 1946.

12, 13 & 14 Geo. 6. c. 93. The National Health Service
(Amendment) Act 1949.

Sections 3(1), 12, 20(2), 24
and 29(3).

  In Part I of the Schedule, the
entries relating to sections
21, 31(4) and 46 of, and
Schedule 3 to, the National
Health Service Act 1946.

14 & 15 Geo. 6. c. 31. The National Health Service
Act 1951.

In section 3, the words “as
part of the hospital and
specialist services under Part
II of the National Health
Service Act 1946”.

14 & 15 Geo. 6. c. 53. The Midwives Act 1951. In section 11, in
subsection (1), the words
from “on or after” to
“therein”, and subsections (2)
and (5).

  In section 21, the words
“local health authority or
other”.

  Sections 26, 27 and 33.
1 & 2 Eliz. 2. c. 33. The Education

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1953.

Section 4.

  In Schedule 1, the entries
relating to sections 78, 79 and
114(1) of the Education Act
1944.
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5 & 6 Eliz. 2. c. 15. The Nurses Act 1957. In section 12(1), the words
“situated in such hospital
area”.

  In section 33, in
subsection (1) the definitions
of “Board of Governors”,
“hospital area” and “teaching
hospital”, and subsection (2).

  In Schedule 2, paragraph 1(e)
and paragraph 3.

5 & 6 Eliz. 2. c. 28. The Dentists Act 1957. In section 36(2)(a), the words
“and local authority”.

  In section 42, in subsections
(1)(b), (2), (3) and (4) the
words “and local authority”.

  In section 43, in subsections
(1)(b), (2) and (5) the words
“and l ocal authority”.

  In section 50(2), the words
“and l ocal authority”.

  In Schedule 1, in paragraphs
13(3) and 14(3) the words
“and loca l authority”.

5 & 6 Eliz. 2. c. 44. The National Health Service
(Amendment) Act 1957.

The whole Act.

6 & 7 Eliz. 2. c. 32. The Opticians Act 1958. In section 21(2)(b), the words
“Part II or” in both places
where they occur.

7 & 8 Eliz. 2. c. 72. The Mental Health Act 1959. In section 14, in
subsection (3) the words from
“and the power” onwards,
and subsections (4) and (5).

  Section 16(3).
  In section 17, in

subsection (1) the words
“or by the registration
authority” and the words “in
the area of the authority”, and
subsection (5).

  In section 37(2)(a), the words
“o r board”.

  In section 56, subsection (2)
(d).

  Sections 97 and 98.



National Health Service Reorganisation Act 1973 (c. 32)
SCHEDULE 5 – REPEALS
Document Generated: 2023-07-06

31

Status: Point in time view as at 01/02/1991.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the National

Health Service Reorganisation Act 1973 (repealed 28.6.1995). (See end of Document for details)

  In section 133(2), the words
“an d specialist”.

  In section 135(6), the
words “under Part III of the
National Health Service Act,
1946, or”.

8 & 9 Eliz. 2. c. 34. The Radioactive Substances
Act 1960.

In section 14, in
subsection (1) the words “or
is a teaching hospital within
the meaning of the National
Health Service Act 1946” and
the words “, or (in the case of
a teaching hospital) the Board
of Governors,”.

8 & 9 Eliz. 2. c. 67. The Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act
1960.

In the Schedule, paragraph
1(g).

10 & 11 Eliz. 2. c. 33. The Health Visiting and
Social Work (Training) Act
1962.

In Schedule 1, paragraph
3(d), (e), (g) and (h).

1963 c. 13. The Nursing Homes Act
1963.

In section 1(1), in
paragraph (b) the word
“local” and in paragraph (c)
the word “and”, and paragrap
h (d).

  In section 1(2), the words
from “in the case of a first
offence” to “subsequen t
offence”.

1963 c. 33. The London Government Act
1963.

Section 32(1) to (6).

  In section 45, subsection (3),
and in subsection (6)
the words from “and in
section 20(2)(c)” onwards.

1964 c. 32. The National Health Service
(Hospital Boards) Act 1964.

The whole Act.

1965 c. 62. The Redundancy Payments
Act 1965.

In Schedule 3, paragraphs 2
and 6, and in paragraph 7 the
words “section 31(4) of the
said Act of 1946 or”.

1966 c. 20. The Ministry of Social
Security Act 1966.

In section 4(1), the words “6
or”.

  In section 6, in subsection (1)
the words from “include
any requirement” to “but”
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and the word “other”, and
subsection (2).

  Section 8(4).
1967 c. 28. The Superannuation

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1967.

In section 7, in subsection (1)
(a) the words “local health
authority or other”.

1967 c. 39. The National Health Service
(Family Planning) Act 1967.

The whole Act.

1967 c. 80. The Criminal Justice Act
1967.

In Part I of Schedule 3,
the entries relating to
section 48(2) of the
Education Act 1944 and the
Nursing Homes Act 1963.

1968 c. 14. The Public Expenditure and
Receipts Act 1968.

In Schedule 3, the entry
relating to section 28 of
the Births and Deaths
Registration Act 1874.

1968 c. 46. The Health Services and
Public Health Act 1968.

In section 1, in subsection (3)
the words “hospital and
specialist” in the second
place where they occur in
that subsection as originally
enacted.

  Section 3(3).
  Sections 5 to 8, 9(1), 10, 11

and 16.
  In section 18, subsections (1)

and (3).
  Sections 21 to 24 and 27(1).
  In section 28(1), the words

from the beginning to
“Hospital Board and”.

  Section 34.
  In section 36(1)(a),

paragraphs (ii) and (iii)
except the words “the Dental
Estimates Board”.

  In section 39(1), the words
“supplied as part of the
hospital and specialist
services”.

  In section 48, subsection (3).
  In section 57, the definition

of “loca l health authority”.
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  In section 63, subsections (4)
and (7) and in subsection (8)
the words from “Board of
Governors” to “1946” where
it first occurs and the words
from “section 4” to “1967”.

  In section 64(3)(a), the words
“the National Health Service
(Family Planning) Act 1967”.

  In section 65, in
subsection (2) the words from
“and the Greater London
Council” onwards and in
subsection (3)(b) the words
“the National Health Service
(Family Planning) Act 1967”.

  Sections 67 and 69.
  In section 70(2), the words

from “and local health
authority” onwards.

  Schedule 1.
  In Schedule 3, in Part I

the entry relating to the
Midwives Act 1936, in
the entry relating to the
National Assistance Act
1948 the words from “In
section 21(7)” to the words
“under Part I of this Act”
where they first occur,
the entry relating to the
Midwives Act 1951, and
in the entry relating to the
London Government Act
1963 the word “10”; and in
Part II, paragraph (b).

1969 c. 47. The Nurses Act 1969. In section 6, the words
from the beginning to “(in
Scotland)”.

1970 c. 42. The Local Authority Social
Services Act 1970.

In section 2, subsections (3),
(4), (5) and (6).

  In section 3, subsection (2).
  In Schedule 1, the entries

relating to sections 29 and
20 of the National Health
Service Act 1946 and, in the
entry relating to the Mental
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Health Act 1959, paragraphs
(b), (c) and (d).

1970 c. 44. The Chronically Sick and
Disabled Persons Act 1970.

Section 19.

1972 c. 11. The Superannuation Act
1972.

In section 10(1)(a), the words
“local authority or other”.

1972 c. 20. The Road Traffic Act 1972. In section 156, subsection (1)
(b) and (c).

1972 c. 58. The National Health Service
(Scotland) Act 1972.

In section 43, subsection (4).

  In section 47, the words
“except subsection (4)”
where they first occur.

  In Schedule 6, paragraphs
7, 98 to 100, in paragraph
130 the words from “for
paragraph 1” to “and”, and
paragraphs 103, 131, 133,
142 and 153.

  In Schedule 7, the entries
relating to the Dentists Act
1957 and the Opticians Act
1958.

1972 c. 70. The Local Government Act
1972.

In Schedule 14, paragraphs
17 and 48.

1972 c. 72. The National Health
Service (Family Planning)
Amendment Act 1972.

The whole Act.

Order in Council
S. I. 1972 No. 1265. The Health and Personal

Social Services (Northern
Ireland) Order 1972.

In Schedule 16, paragraphs
18, 20, 23, 78, 79 and 80.
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