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Fair Trading Act 1973
1973 CHAPTER 41

PART II

REFERENCES TO CONSUMER PROTECTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Enforcement of orders

30 Offences in connection with exercise of powers under s.29

(1) Subject to subsection (6) of this section, any person who—
(a) wilfully obstructs any such officer or person as is mentioned in subsection (1)

of section 29 of this Act acting in the exercise of any powers conferred on
him by or under that section, or

(b) wilfully fails to comply with any requirement properly made to him by such
an officer or person under that section, or

(c) without reasonable cause fails to give to such an officer or person so acting
any other assistance or information which he may reasonably require of him
for the purpose of the performance of his functions under this Part of this Act,

shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) If any person, in giving any such information as is mentioned in subsection (1)(c) of
this section, makes any statement which he knows to be false, he shall be guilty of
an offence.

(3) If any person discloses to any other person—
(a) any information with respect to any manufacturing process or trade secret

obtained by him in premises which he has entered by virtue of section 29 of
this Act, or

(b) any information obtained by him under that section or by virtue of
subsection (1) of this section,

he shall, unless the disclosure was made in the performance of his duty, be guilty of
an offence.



2 Fair Trading Act 1973 (c. 41)
PART II – References to Consumer Protection Advisory Committee

Document Generated: 2024-02-20
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(4) If any person who is neither a duly authorised officer of a weights and measures
authority nor a person duly authorised in that behalf by the Secretary of State purports
to act as such under section 29 of this Act or under this section, he shall be guilty of
an offence.

(5) Any person guilty of an offence under subsection (1) of this section shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £50; and any person guilty of an offence
under subsection (2), subsection (3) or subsection (4) of this section shall be liable—

(a) on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding £400;
(b) on conviction on indictment, to a fine or to imprisonment for a term not

exceeding two years or to both.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed as requiring a person to answer any question
or give any information if to do so might incriminate that person or (where that person
is married) the husband or wife of that person.


