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Fair Trading Act 1973
1973 CHAPTER 41

PART IV

FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTOR AND COMMISSION IN RELATION TO
MONOPOLY SITUATIONS AND UNCOMPETITIVE PRACTICES

Monopoly references

51 Monopoly references by Ministers

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, the Secretary of State, or the
Secretary of State and any other Minister acting jointly, where it appears to him or
them that a monopoly situation exists or may exist in relation to—

(a) the supply of goods of any description, or
(b) the supply of services of any description, or
(c) exports of goods of any description from the United Kingdom, either generally

or to any particular market,
may, if the Secretary of State (or. in the case of joint action by the Secretary of State
and another Minister, each of them) thinks fit, make a monopoly reference to the
Commission with respect to the existence or possible existence of such a monopoly
situation.

(2) Where it appears to the Secretary of State that a monopoly situation exists or may exist
as mentioned in the preceding subsection, and that the goods or services in question
are of a description specified in Part I of, or in the first column of Part II of, Schedule 5
or Schedule 7 to this Act, the Secretary of State shall not make a monopoly reference
with respect to the existence or possible existence of that situation except jointly with
such one or more of the Ministers mentioned in the next following subsection as appear
to him to have functions directly relating—

(a) to the supply of goods or services of that description in the area (whether
consisting of the whole or part of the United Kingdom) in relation to which
the question arises, or

(b) to exports of goods of that description from the United Kingdom,
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as the case may be.

(3) The Ministers referred to in subsection (2) of this section are the Secretary of State for
Scotland, the Secretary of State for Wales, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland,
the Secretary of State for the Environment, the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, the Minister of Agriculture for Northern Ireland, the Minister of Commerce for
Northern Ireland and the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications.

(4) Where it appears to the Secretary of State that a monopoly situation exists or may exist
as mentioned in subsection (1) of this section in relation to the supply in Northern
Ireland of goods of a description specified in the first column of Part III of Schedule 7
to this Act, the Secretary of State shall not make a monopoly reference with respect
to the existence or possible existence of that situation except jointly with the Minister
of Agriculture for Northern Ireland.


