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PART IV

FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTOR AND COMMISSION IN RELATION TO
MONOPOLY SITUATIONS AND UNCOMPETITIVE PRACTICES

Monopoly references

55 Time-limit for report on monopoly reference

(1) A monopoly reference shall specify a period within which the Commission are to
report on the reference; and. if a report of the Commission on the reference—

(a) is not made before the end of the period so specified, or
(b) if one or more extended periods are allowed under the next following

subsection, is not made before the end of that extended period or of the last
of those extended periods, as the case may be,

the reference shall cease to have effect and no action, or (if action has already been
taken) no further action, shall be taken in relation to that reference under this Act.

(2) Directions may be given—
(a) in the case of a monopoly reference made by the Director or by the Secretary

of State otherwise than jointly with one or more Ministers, by the Secretary
of State, or

(b) in the case of a monopoly reference made by the Secretary of State jointly
with one or more other Ministers, by the Secretary of State and that Minister
or those Ministers acting jointly,

allowing to the Commission such extended period for the purpose of reporting on
the reference as may be specified in the directions, or, if the period has already been
extended once or more than once by directions under this subsection, allowing to the
Commission such further extended period for that purpose as may be so specified.


