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Consumer Credit Act 1974
1974 CHAPTER 39

PART VIII

SECURITY

Pledges

121 Realisation of pawn.

(1) When a pawn has become realisable by him, the pawnee may sell it, after giving to
the pawnor (except in such cases as may be prescribed) not less than the prescribed
period of notice of the intention to sell, indicating in the notice the asking price and
such other particulars as may be prescribed.

(2) Within the prescribed period after the sale takes place, the pawnee shall give the
pawnor the prescribed information in writing as to the sale, its proceeds and expenses.

(3) Where the net proceeds of sale are not less than the sum which, if the pawn had been
redeemed on the date of the sale, would have been payable for its redemption, the
debt secured by the pawn is discharged and any surplus shall be paid by the pawnee
to the pawnor.

(4) Where subsection (3) does not apply, the debt shall be treated as from the date of sale
as equal to the amount by which the net proceeds of sale fall short of the sum which
would have been payable for the redemption of the pawn on that date.

(5) In this section the “net proceeds of sale ” is the amount realised (the “gross amount
”) less the expenses (if any) of the sale.

(6) If the pawnor alleges that the gross amount is less than the true market value of the
pawn on the date of sale, it is for the pawnee to prove that he and any agents employed
by him in the sale used reasonable care to ensure that the true market value was
obtained, and if he fails to do so subsections (3) and (4) shall have effect as if the
reference in subsection (5) to the gross amount were a reference to the true market
value.



2 Consumer Credit Act 1974 (c. 39)
Part VIII – Security

Document Generated: 2024-04-20
Changes to legislation: Consumer Credit Act 1974, Section 121 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 20 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(7) If the pawnor alleges that the expenses of the sale were unreasonably high, it is for
the pawnee to prove that they were reasonable, and if he fails to do so subsections
(3) and (4) shall have effect as if the reference in subsection (5) to expenses were a
reference to reasonable expenses.
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C1 Ss. 121, 122 excluded by Banking Act 1979 (c. 37, SIF 10), s. 38(2)
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