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Patents Act 1977
1977 CHAPTER 37

PART I

NEW DOMESTIC LAW

Patentability

2 Novelty.

(1) An invention shall be taken to be new if it does not form part of the state of the art.

(2) The state of the art in the case of an invention shall be taken to comprise all matter
(whether a product, a process, information about either, or anything else) which has
at any time before the priority date of that invention been made available to the public
(whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere) by written or oral description, by use
or in any other way.

(3) The state of the art in the case of an invention to which an application for a patent or
a patent relates shall be taken also to comprise matter contained in an application for
another patent which was published on or after the priority date of that invention, if
the following conditions are satisfied, that is to say—

(a) that matter was contained in the application for that other patent both as filed
and as published; and

(b) the priority date of that matter is earlier than that of the invention.

(4) For the purposes of this section the disclosure of matter constituting an invention shall
be disregarded in the case of a patent or an application for a patent if occurring later
than the beginning of the period of six months immediately preceding the date of filing
the application for the patent and either—

(a) the disclosure was due to, or made in consequence of, the matter having been
obtained unlawfully or in breach of confidence by any person—

(i) from the inventor or from any other person to whom the matter was
made available in confidence by the inventor or who obtained it from
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the inventor because he or the inventor believed that he was entitled
to obtain it; or

(ii) from any other person to whom the matter was made available in
confidence by any person mentioned in sub-paragraph (i) above or in
this sub-paragraph or who obtained it from any person so mentioned
because he or the person from whom he obtained it believed that he
was entitled to obtain it;

(b) the disclosure was made in breach of confidence by any person who obtained
the matter in confidence from the inventor or from any other person to whom
it was made available, or who obtained it, from the inventor; or

(c) the disclosure was due to, or made in consequence of the inventor displaying
the invention at an international exhibition and the applicant states, on filing
the application, that the invention has been so displayed and also, within the
prescribed period, files written evidence in support of the statement complying
with any prescribed conditions.

(5) In this section references to the inventor include references to any proprietor of the
invention for the time being.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 56(4)(a)(iiia) and word added by S.I. 2006/1056 Sch. para. 2(b) (This amendment

comes into force on the day on which 2005 asp 13, s. 20 comes into force, see art.
1(2)(b))

– s. 63(3)(a) words in s. 63(3) renumbered as s. 63(3)(a) by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4)
(Amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by
S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch. 4)

– s. 63(3)(b) and word inserted by 2004 c. 16 s. 2(4) (Amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 2(4) was repealed (29.4.2006) by S.I. 2006/1028, art. 2(4), Sch.
4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1056
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1056/schedule
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1056/schedule/paragraph/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16/section/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/16/section/2/4

