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National Health Service
(Scotland) Act 1978

1978 CHAPTER 29

PART V

PROPERTY AND FINANCE
Finance and accounts

85 Expenses of certain bodies and travelling expenses and receipts

(1) There shall be paid by the Secretary of State such sums as may be necessary to defray
the expenditure of the following bodies, being expenditure approved by him in the
prescribed manner—

(a) the Planning Council;

(b) every Health Board ;

(c) the Agency;

(d) the Medical Practices Committee ;
(e) the Dental Estimates Board;

(f) the Tribunal.

(2) The expenditure of a local health council shall, for the purposes of this section, be
deemed to be the expenditure of the Health Board within whose area it has been
established.

(3) The expenditure of a University Liaison Committee shall, for the purposes of this
section, be deemed to be the expenditure of the Health Board for whose area it is
constituted, and, where a University Liaison Committee is constituted for the areas of
more than one Health Board, its expenditure shall be apportioned between the Boards
concerned in such manner as may be determined by the Secretary of State.
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(4) Payments under subsection (1) shall be made at such times and in such manner, and
subject to such conditions as to records, certificates or otherwise, as the Secretary of
State may determine.

(5) Regulations may provide for the payment by the Secretary of State in such cases
as may be prescribed, of travelling expenses (including the travelling expenses of
a companion) incurred or to be incurred by persons for the purpose of availing
themselves of any service under this Act.

(6) Any sums received by the Secretary of State under this Act shall be paid into the
Consolidated Fund, but this section is without prejudice to section 52(4).

Accounts of Health Boards and the Agency

(1) Every Health Board and the Agency shall keep, in such form as the Secretary of State
may, with the approval of the Treasury, direct, accounts of all moneys received or
paid out by them, and those accounts shall be audited by auditors appointed by the
Secretary of State; and the Comptroller and Auditor General may examine all such
accounts and any records relating thereto and any report of the auditor thereof.

(2) Regulations may make provision generally with respect to the audit of accounts
under subsection (1) and, in particular, for conferring on the auditor of any of those
accounts such rights of access to, and production of, books, accounts, vouchers or other
documents as may be specified in the regulations, and such right in such conditions
as may be so specified to require from any member or officer, or former member or
officer, of a Health Board or the Agency such information relating to the affairs of
the Board or the Agency as the Secretary of State may think necessary for the proper
performance of the duty of the auditor.

(3) Every Health Board and the Agency shall prepare and transmit to the Secretary of
State in respect of each financial year accounts in such form as the Secretary of State
may, with the approval of the Treasury, direct.

(4) The Secretary of State shall prepare in respect of each financial year, in such form as
the Treasury may direct, summarised accounts of the Health Boards and the Agency,
and shall transmit them on or before 30th November in each year to the Comptroller
and Auditor General, who shall examine and certify them and lay a copy of them,
together with his report thereon, before each House of Parliament.

Regulation of financial arrangements of Health Boards, the Agency and the
Dental Estimates Board

(1) Regulations may provide, in the case of all or any of the following bodies, that is to say,
Health Boards, the Agency, and the Dental Estimates Board, for restricting the making
of payments by or on behalf of the body otherwise than on such authorisation and
subject to such conditions as may be specified in the regulations; but such provision
may be made subject to such exceptions as may be so specified.

(2) Regulations made under this section may contain such other provisions as to the
making and carrying out by all or any of those bodies of such arrangements with
respect to financial matters as the Secretary of State thinks necessary for the purpose of
securing that the affairs of such bodies are conducted, so far as reasonably practicable,
in such manner as to prevent financial loss and to ensure and maintain efficiency.
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(3) Without prejudice to the operation of the provisions of any such regulations, the
Secretary of State may give to any of the said bodies such directions (which may be
specific in character) as to any matter with respect to which regulations may be made
under this section as it appears to him is requisite for the purpose of securing that the
affairs of the body are conducted, so far as reasonably practicable, in such manner
as is mentioned in subsection (2); and a body to whom any such directions are given
shall comply therewith.



