
Interpretation Act 1978 (c. 30)
SCHEDULE 2 – Application of Act to Existing Enactments
Document Generated: 2024-01-26

1

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for
the Interpretation Act 1978, Paragraph 4. (See end of Document for details)

S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 2

APPLICATION OF ACT TO EXISTING ENACTMENTS

PART I

ACTS

4 (1) Subject to the following provisions of this paragraph—
(a) paragraphs of Schedule 1 at the end of which a year or date F1. . . is specified

[F2or described] apply, so far as applicable, to Acts passed on or after the
date, or after the year, so specified [F2or described]: and

(b) paragraphs of that Schedule at the end of which no year or date is specified
[F2or described] apply, so far as applicable, to Acts passed at any time.

(2) The definition of “British Islands”, in its application to Acts passed after the
establishment of the Irish Free State but before the commencement of this Act,
includes the Republic of Ireland.

(3) The definition of “colony”, in its application to an Act passed at any time before the
commencement of this Act, includes—

(a) any colony within the meaning of section 18(3) of the M1Interpretation Act
1889 which was excluded, but in relation only to Acts passed at a later time,
by any enactment repealed by this Act;

(b) any country or territory which ceased after that time to be part of Her
Majesty’s dominions but subject to a provision for the continuation of
existing law as if it had not so ceased;

and paragraph (b) of the definition does not apply.

(4) The definition of “Lord Chancellor” does not apply to Acts passed before 1st October
1921 in which that expression was used in relation to Ireland only.

(5) The definition of “person”, so far as it includes bodies corporate, applies to any
provision of an Act whenever passed relating to an offence punishable on indictment
or on summary conviction.

(6) This paragraph applies to F3. . . the M2Water Act 1973 as if they were passed after
1st April 1974.
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