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Education (Scotland) Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 44

PART II

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PARENTS AND FUNCTIONS OF
EDUCATION AUTHORITIES IN RELATION TO INDIVIDUAL PUPILS

Provision to assist pupils to take advantage of educational facilities

49 Power of education authorities to assist persons to take advantage of educational
facilities.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, an education authority shall have
power to grant, on such conditions as may be prescribed, and make payments in
pursuance of, bursaries, scholarships or other allowances to persons over school age
attending courses of full-time or part-time education (whether held in Scotland or
elsewhere) which are not courses of school education or (in the case of courses held
outside Scotland) are not courses of education comparable to school education in
Scotland.

(2) Subject to the following provisions of this section, an education authority shall have
power, for the purpose of enabling persons to take advantage without hardship to
themselves or their parents of the facilities for school education available to them, to
grant, on such conditions as may be prescribed, and make payments in pursuance of,
allowances for the purpose of defraying in whole or in part—

(a) such expenses of persons attending any school as may be expedient to enable
them to take full part in the activities of the school;

(b) the fees and expenses payable in respect of persons attending schools at which
fees are payable;

(c) the maintenance expenses of persons over school age who are attending
schools.

[F1(2ZA) Before exercising the power conferred by subsection (2)(b) in respect of a person
attending an independent school an education authority must have regard to the matter
mentioned in section 50A.]
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[F2(2A) In subsection (2) above, references to attending school are to so attending not only
where the school is in Scotland, but also where it is in England and Wales or in
Northern Ireland (“school education” being construed accordingly).]

(3) The Secretary of State may make regulations providing that the powers conferred on
an education authority by subsections (1) and (2) above—

(a) shall be exercised in accordance with such provisions as may be prescribed
by or under the regulations; and

(b) shall not be exercised in relation to a person who does not fulfil such
requirements as to residence in the area of the authority, or as to other matters,
as may be specified in the regulations;

and regulations made under this subsection may contain provision for the
determination by the Secretary of State of any question whether any such requirements
are fulfilled in any particular case.
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