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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART XIII

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

272 Advances for highway purposes.

(1) Subject to subsection (4) below, the Minister may, with the approval of the Treasury,
make advances to a highway authority for any of the purposes mentioned in paragraphs
(a) to (k) below, or in respect of the expenses mentioned in paragraph (l) or (m) below:
—

(a) the construction of a highway which is to be a highway maintainable at the
public expense;

(b) the maintenance of a highway;
(c) the improvement of a highway;
(d) the provision, maintenance and improvement of a road-ferry;
(e) the acquisition of highway land;
(f) the provision of a lorry area or the exercise of any other power under

section 115 above;
(g) the provision of public sanitary conveniences on or under land forming part

of, or adjoining, or in the vicinity of, a highway or proposed highway;
(h) the provision of a new means of access to a highway in pursuance of any such

order as is mentioned in paragraph (i) below or under section 129 above;
(i) the stopping up of a private means of access in pursuance of an order made

under section 14, 18 or 124 above, or an order made under [F1section 248 of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990], or in pursuance of an agreement
made under section 127 above;

(j) the exercise of any powers conferred by section 246 or 253 above or
section 282 below;

(k) the discharge or exercise of any duty or power imposed or conferred on the
authority under section 20 of the M1Land Compensation Act 1973;
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(l) any amount by which the annual expenditure incurred by the authority in
maintaining highway land during the period between its acquisition and the
construction or improvement of the highway in question, and in the payment
of loan charges accruing due during that period in respect of any debt incurred
by the authority for the purpose of acquiring the land, exceeds the annual
income accruing to the authority from the land during that period;

(m) any loan charges accruing due after the end of the period mentioned in
paragraph (l) above in respect of any money borrowed by the authority for the
purpose of acquiring highway land;

or may, with the like approval, and in conjuction with a local highway authority, make
advances to some other person for any of the said purposes.

In paragraph (e) above “highway land” means land which the Minister is satisfied
that the authority have acquired or are to acquire with a view to the construction of a
new highway or the improvement of an existing highway, and in pararaphs (l) and (m)
above it means land which the Minister is satisfied that the authority have acquired
with a view as aforesaid; and in paragraphs (l) and (m) above “loan charges”, in
relation to any borrowed money, means the sums required for the payment of interest
on that money and for the repayment of it either by instalments or by means of a
sinking fund.

(2) The purposes for which advances maybe made by the Minister under paragraphs (a)
to (k) of subsection (1) above include the carrying out of surveys with a view to
ascertaining the need for the construction or improvement of highways (whether or
not any such construction or improvement is carried out) and other purposes incidental
or conducive to the purposes described in those paragraphs.

(3) The power of the Minister to make advances to himself in his capacity of highway
authority for any purpose specified in subsection (1) above is a power conferred on
him to expend money for that purpose.

(4) The power of the Minister to make advances to a local highway authority under
subsection (1) above is exercisable only in cases where it appears to him that,
notwithstanding the grants for which provision is made in Part I of the M2Local
Government Act 1974, the whole or any part of any expenditure in respect of which
any advances could be made under subsection (1) above should not fall on that
authority.

(5) The Minister may, with the approval of the Treasury, make advances to a district
council in respect of any work done by them in a highway in exercise of their powers
under section 96 above.

[F2(5A) In relation to any work done in exercise of their powers under section 96 by a Welsh
council in a highway within their area for which they are not the highway authority,
subsection (5) above applies as though the reference to a district council were a
reference to the Welsh council.]

(6) The Minister may make advances under this section either by way of grant or by way
of loan, or partly in one way and partly in the other, and on such terms and subject
to such conditions as he thinks fit.

(7) In deciding whether to make an advance under this section in respect of a work the
execution of which will require the employment of labour on a considerable scale, the
Minister shall have regard to the general state and prospects of employment.
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