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Highways Act 1980
1980 CHAPTER 66

PART IV

MAINTENANCE OF HIGHWAYS

Methods whereby highways may become maintainable at public expense

37 Provisions whereby highway created by dedication may become maintainable at
public expense.

(1) A person who proposes to dedicate a way as a highway and who desires that the
proposed highway shall become maintainable at the public expense by virtue of this
section shall give notice of the proposal, not less than 3 months before the date of
the proposed dedication, to the council who would, if the way were a highway, be the
highway authority therefor, describing the location and width of the proposed highway
and the nature of the proposed dedication.

(2) If the council consider that the proposed highway will not be of sufficient utility to the
public to justify its being maintained at the public expense, they may make a complaint
to a magistrates’ court for an order to that effect.

(3) If the council certify that the way has been dedicated in accordance with the terms of
the notice and has been made up in a satisfactory manner, and if—

(a) the person by whom the way was dedicated or his successor keeps it in repair
for a period of 12 months from the date of the council’s certificate, and

(b) the way has been used as a highway during that period,
then, unless an order has been made in relation to the highway under subsection (2)
above, the highway shall, at the expiration of the period specified in paragraph (a)
above, become for the purposes of this Act a highway maintainable at the public
expense.

(4) If the council, on being requested by the person by whom the way was dedicated
or his successor to issue a certificate under subsection (3) above, refuse to issue the
certificate, that person may appeal to a magistrates’ court against the refusal, and the
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court, if satisfied that the certificate ought to have been issued, may make an order to
the effect that subsection (3) above shall apply as if the certificate had been issued on
a date specified in the order.

(5) Where a certificate has been issued by a council under subsection (3) above, or an
order has been made under subsection (4) above, the certificate or a copy of the order,
as the case may be, shall be deposited with the proper officer of the council and may
be inspected by any person free of charge at all reasonable hours.
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