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Senior Courts Act 1981
1981 CHAPTER 54

PART II

JURISDICTION

THE HIGH COURT

Powers

43 Power of High Court to vary sentence on [F1application for quashing order].

(1) Where a person who has been sentenced for an offence—
(a) by a magistrates’ court; or
(b) by the Crown Court after being convicted of the offence by a magistrates’

court and committed to the Crown Court for sentence; or
(c) by the Crown Court on appeal against conviction or sentence,

applies to the High Court in accordance with section 31 for an [F2a quashing order]
to remove the proceedings of the magistrates’ court or the Crown Court into the High
Court, then, if the High Court determines that the magistrates’ court or the Crown
Court had no power to pass the sentence, the High Court may, instead of quashing
the conviction, amend it by substituting for the sentence passed any sentence which
the magistrates’ court or, in a case within paragraph (b), the Crown Court had power
to impose.

(2) Any sentence passed by the High Court by virtue of this section in substitution for the
sentence passed in the proceedings of the magistrates’ court or the Crown Court shall,
unless the High Court otherwise directs, begin to run from the time when it would
have begun to run if passed in those proceedings; but in computing the term of the
sentence, any time during which the offender was released on bail in pursuance of
section 37(1)(d) of the M1Criminal Justice Act 1948 shall be disregarded.

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) shall, with the necessary modifications, apply in relation to
any order of a magistrates’ court or the Crown Court which is made on, but does not
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form part of, the conviction of an offender as they apply in relation to a conviction
and sentence.
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