
Changes to legislation: Mental Health Act 1983, Section 136B is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 06 November 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Mental Health Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 20

PART X

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

Miscellaneous provisions

[F1136B Extension of detention

(1) The registered medical practitioner who is responsible for the examination of a person
detained under section 135 or 136 may, at any time before the expiry of the period of
24 hours mentioned in section 135(3ZA) or (as the case may be) 136(2A), authorise
the detention of the person for a further period not exceeding 12 hours (beginning
immediately at the end of the period of 24 hours).

(2) An authorisation under subsection (1) may be given only if the registered medical
practitioner considers that the extension is necessary because the condition of the
person detained is such that it would not be practicable for the assessment of the person
for the purpose of section 135 or (as the case may be) section 136 to be carried out
before the end of the period of 24 hours (or, if the assessment began within that period,
for it to be completed before the end).

(3) If the person is detained at a police station, and the assessment would be carried out or
completed at the station, the registered medical practitioner may give an authorisation
under subsection (1) only if an officer of the rank of superintendent or above approves
it.]
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