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Mental Health Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 20

PART III

PATIENTS CONCERNED IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS OR UNDER SENTENCE

Supplemental

55 Interpretation of Part III.

(1) In this Part of this Act—
[F1“authorised person” means a person who, for the purposes of the Legal

Services Act 2007, is an authorised person in relation to an activity which
constitutes the exercise of a right of audience (within the meaning of that
Act);]

“child” and “young person” have the same meaning as in the M1Children
and Young Persons Act 1933;

“civil prisoner” has the meaning given to it by section 48(2)(c) above;
“guardian”, in relation to a child or young person, has the same meaning

as in the Children and Young Persons Act 1933;
“place of safety”, in relation to a person who is not a child or young

person, means any police station, prison or remand centre, or any hospital the
managers of which are willing temporarily to receive him, and in relation to
a child or young person has the same meaning as in the Children and Young
Persons Act 1933;

[F2“responsible clinician”, in relation to a person liable to be detained in a
hospital within the meaning of Part 2 of this Act, means the approved clinician
with overall responsibility for the patient's case.]

(2) Any reference in this Part of this Act to an offence punishable on summary conviction
with imprisonment shall be construed without regard to any prohibition or restriction
imposed by or under any enactment relating to the imprisonment of young offenders.

(3) F3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(4) Any reference to a hospital order, a guardianship order or a restriction order in
section 40(2), (4) or (5), section 41(3) to (5), or section 42 above or section 69(1)
below shall be construed as including a reference to any order or direction under this
Part of this Act having the same effect as the first-mentioned order; and the exceptions
and modifications set out in Schedule 1 to this Act in respect of the provisions of this
Act described in that Schedule accordingly include those which are consequential on
the provisions of this subsection.

(5) Section 34(2) above shall apply for the purposes of this Part of this Act as it applies
for the purposes of Part II of this Act.

(6) References in this Part of this Act to persons serving a sentence of imprisonment shall
be construed in accordance with section 47(5) above.

(7) Section 99 of the M2Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (which relates to the
presumption and determination of age) shall apply for the purposes of this Part of this
Act as it applies for the purposes of that Act.

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 55(1): definition of "authorised person" inserted (1.1.2010) by Legal Services Act 2007 (c. 29), ss.

208, 211, Sch. 21 para. 59 (with ss. 29, 192, 193); S.I. 2009/3250, art. 2(h) (subject to arts. 6, 9)
F2 S. 55(1): definition of "responsible clinician" substituted (3.11.2008) for definition of "responsible

medical officer" by Mental Health Act 2007 (c. 12), ss. 11(7), 56 (with Sch. 10); S.I. 2008/1900, art.
2(b) (with art. 3, Sch.)

F3 S. 55(3) repealed (3.11.2008) by Mental Health Act 2007 (c. 12), ss. 55, 56, Sch. 11 Pt. 1 (with Sch.
10); S.I. 2008/1900, art. 2(p) (with art. 3, Sch.)
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Sch. 2, para. 9 which said amending provision was repealed (31.3.2005) by
Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 (c. 28), ss. 58(2), 60, Sch. 11; S.I.
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(prosp.) by 1955 c. 19, s. 116C(6) (as substituted (prosp.) by 1996 c. 46, ss. 8, 36(2),
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Power to apply conferred (prosp.) by 1955 c. 19, s. 116B(4)(c) (as substituted
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