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Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 27

PART V

TRAFFIC SIGNS

General provisions

67 Emergencies and temporary obstructions.

(1) A constable, or a person acting under the instructions (whether general or specific)
of the chief officer of police, may place on a [F1road], or on any structure on a
[F1road], traffic signs (of any size, colour and type prescribed or authorised under
section 64 of this Act), indicating prohibitions, restrictions or requirements relating to
vehicular traffic, as may be necessary or expedient to prevent or mitigate congestion
or obstruction of traffic, or danger to or from traffic, in consequence of extraordinary
circumstances; and the power to place signs conferred by this subsection shall include
power to maintain a sign for a period of 7 days or less from the time when it was
placed, but no longer.

[F2(1A) In subsection (1)—
(a) “extraordinary circumstances” includes terrorism or the prospect of terrorism

within the meaning of section 1 of the Terrorism Act 2000 (c. 11), and
(b) the reference to 7 days shall, in the application of the subsection in connection

with terrorism or the prospect of terrorism, be taken as a reference to 28 days;
but this subsection does not apply to a power under subsection (1) in so far as
exercisable by a traffic officer by virtue of section 7 of the Traffic Management Act
2004 (c. 18).]

[F3(1B) In the application of subsection (1) in connection with terrorism or the prospect of
terrorism—

(a) the reference to vehicular traffic is to be read as a reference to any kind of
traffic (including pedestrians), and

(b) the other references to traffic are to be read accordingly.]



2 Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (c. 27)
Part V – Traffic Signs

Document Generated: 2024-04-03
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, Section 67. (See end of Document for details)

(2) [F4Section 36 of the Road Traffic Act 1988] (drivers to comply with traffic directions)
shall apply to signs placed in the exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (1)
above.

(3) Regulations under section 64 of this Act prescribing any type of object or device
for warning traffic of a temporary obstruction may include provisions for authorising
(subject to such conditions as may be specified in the regulations) persons not
otherwise authorised to do so to place an object or device of that type on or near roads,
or on or near any description of road so specified, in such circumstances and for such
periods as may be so specified.
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