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County Courts Act 1984
1984 CHAPTER 28

PART VII

COMMITTALS

118 Power to commit for contempt.

(1) If any person—
(a) wilfully insults [F1a judge] of [F2the county court] , or any juror or witness, or

any officer of the court during his sitting or attendance in court, or in going
to or returning from the court; or

(b) wilfully interupts the proceedings of [F2the county court] or otherwise
misbehaves in court;

any officer of the court, with or without the assistance of any other person, may, by
order of the judge, take the offender into custody and detain him until the rising of the
court, and the judge may, if he thinks fit,—

(i) make an order committing the offender for a specified period not exceeding
one month to . . . F3prison . . . F3; or

(ii) impose upon the offender, for every offence, a fine of an amount not exceeding
[F4£2, 500] or may both make such an order and impose such a fine.

(2) [F5A judge of the county court] may at any time revoke an order committing a person
to prison under this section and, if he is already in custody, order his discharge.

F6(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 118(1)(a) substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 10(54)(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)
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F2 Words in ss. 36-147 substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9
para. 10(1)(b); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F3 Words repealed by Statute Law (Repeals) Act 1986 (c. 12), s. 1(1), Sch. 1 Pt. I
F4 Words in s. 118(1) substituted (1.10.1992) by Criminal Justice Act 1991 (c. 53, SIF 39:1), s. 17(3),

Sch. 4 Pt. I (with s. 28); S.I. 1992/333, art. 2(2), Sch.2
F5 Words in s. 118(2) substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 10(54)(b); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F6 S. 118(3) omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9
para. 10(54)(c); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 118 modified (14.10.1991) by S.I. 1991/1247, r. 7.2(4)
C2 S. 118 modified (6.4.2011) by The Family Procedure Rules 2010 (S.I. 2010/2955), rule 33.8
C3 Power to amend s. 118(1) conferred (1.10.1992) by Magistrates' Courts Act 1980 (c. 43, SIF 82), s.

143(3), Sch. 6A (as substituted (1.10.1992) by Criminal Justice Act 1991 (c. 53, SIF 39:1), s. 17(3),
Sch. 4 Pt. IV (with s. 28); S.I. 1992/333, art. 2(2), Sch.2)

119 Issue and execution of orders of committal.

(1) Whenever any order or warrant for the committal of any person to prison is made or
issued by [F2the county court] (whether in pursuance of this or any other Act or of
[F7rules of court]), the order or warrant shall be directed to the [F8officers] of the court,
who shall thereby by empowered to take the body of the person against whom the
order is made or warrant issued.

(2) It shall be the duty of every constable within his jurisdiction to assist in the execution
of every such order or warrant.

(3) The govenor of the prison mentioned in any such order or warrant shall be bound to
receive and keep the person mentioned in it until he is lawfully discharged.

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in ss. 36-147 substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 10(1)(b); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F7 Words in s. 119 substituted (27.4.1997) by 1997 c. 12, s. 10, Sch. 2 para. 2(2); S.I. 1997/841, art.
3(b), 4(c)

F8 Word in s. 119(1) substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9 para.
10(55); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)

120 Prisons to which committals may be made.

Any person committed to prison by the F9... county court, in pursuance of this or any
other Act or of [F10rules of court], shall be committed to such prison as may from time
to time be directed in the case of that court by order of the Secretary of State.
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Textual Amendments
F9 Words in s. 120 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch.

9 para. 10(56); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F10 Words in s. 120 substituted (27.4.1997) by 1997 c. 12, s. 10, Sch. 2 para. 2(2); S.I. 1997/841, art.
3(b), 4(c)

121 Power of judge to order discharge.

(1) If at any time it appears to the satisfaction of F11... [F2the county court] that any debtor
arrested or confined in prison by order of the court is unable from any cause to pay any
sum recovered against him (whether by way of satisfaction of a claim or counterclaim
or by way of costs or otherwise), or any instalment thereof, and ought to be discharged,
[F12the court] may order his discharge upon such terms (including liability to re-arrest
if the terms are not complied with) as [F12the court] thinks fit.

Textual Amendments
F2 Words in ss. 36-147 substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9

para. 10(1)(b); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F11 Words in s. 121 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9
para. 10(57)(a); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F12 Words in s. 121 substituted (22.4.2014) by Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9
para. 10(57)(b); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I.
2014/956, arts. 3-11)

F13122 Execution of committal orders out of jurisdiction of court.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F13 S. 122 omitted (22.4.2014) by virtue of Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c. 22), s. 61(3), Sch. 9 para.

10(58); S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c) (with art. 3) (with transitional provisions and savings in S.I. 2014/956,
arts. 3-11)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Pt. 6A inserted by 2007 c. 15 s. 107(1) (This affecting provision is amended

(22.4.2014) by 2013 c. 22, Sch. 9 paras. 10(53), 48; S.I. 2014/954, art. 2(c))
– s. 60A inserted by 2007 c. 29 s. 191
– s. 60A(2) words substituted by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 9 para. 10(17) (Effect not applied as

s. 60A has not been brought into force)
– s. 60A(3)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 10(2)(a)(ii) (This amendment

comes into force immediately after 2007 c. 29, s. 191(1) comes into force)
– s. 60A(3)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 10(2)(a)(i) (This amendment comes

into force immediately after 2007 c. 29, s. 191(1) comes into force)
– s. 60A(3)(bb) inserted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 10(2)(a)(iii) (This amendment comes

into force immediately after 2007 c. 29, s. 191(1) comes into force)
– s. 60A(3)(cc) inserted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 10(2)(a)(iv) (This amendment comes

into force immediately after 2007 c. 29, s. 191(1) comes into force)
– s. 60A(7) words inserted by S.I. 2022/1166 reg. 10(2)(b) (This amendment comes

into force immediately after 2007 c. 29, s. 191(1) comes into force)
– s. 60A(7) words substituted by S.I. 2010/844 Sch. 2 para. 2 (Effect not applied as s.

60A has not been brought into force)
– s. 112A112B inserted by 1990 c. 41 s. 13(5)
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