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Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984

1984 CHAPTER 60

PART I1

POWERS OF ENTRY, SEARCH AND SEIZURE
Seizure etc.

21 Access and copying.

(1) A constable who seizes anything in the exercise of a power conferred by any
enactment, including an enactment contained in an Act passed after this Act, shall, if
so requested by a person showing himself—

(a) to be the occupier of premises on which it was seized; or
(b) to have had custody or control of it immediately before the seizure,

provide that person with a record of what he seized.

(2) The officer shall provide the record within a reasonable time from the making of the
request for it.

(3) Subject to subsection (8) below, if a request for permission to be granted access to
anything which—
(a) has been seized by a constable; and
(b) isretained by the police for the purpose of investigating an offence,

is made to the officer in charge of the investigation by a person who had custody or
control of the thing immediately before it was so seized or by someone acting on behalf
of such a person, the officer shall allow the person who made the request access to it
under the supervision of a constable.

(4) Subject to subsection (8) below, if a request for a photograph or copy of any such
thing is made to the officer in charge of the investigation by a person who had custody
or control of the thing immediately before it was so seized, or by someone acting on
behalf of such a person, the officer shall—
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(a) allow the person who made the request access to it under the supervision of a
constable for the purpose of photographing or copying it; or

(b) photograph or copy it, or cause it to be photographed or copied.

(5) A constable may also photograph or copy, or have photographed or copied, anything
which he has power to seize, without a request being made under subsection (4) above.

(6) Where anything is photographed or copied under subsection (4)(b) above, the
photograph or copy shall be supplied to the person who made the request.

(7) The photograph or copy shall be so supplied within a reasonable time from the making
of the request.

(8) There is no duty under this section to grant access to, or to supply a photograph or
copy of, anything if the officer in charge of the investigation for the purposes of which
it was seized has reasonable grounds for believing that to do so would prejudice—

(a) that investigation;
(b) the investigation of an offence other than the offence for the purposes of
investigating which the thing was seized; or
(¢) any criminal proceedings which may be brought as a result of—
(i) the investigation of which he is in charge; or
(i1) any such investigation as is mentioned in paragraph (b) above.
[F'(9) The references to a constable in subsections (1), (2), (3)(a) and (5) include a person
authorised under section 16(2) to accompany a constable executing a warrant.|
[*(10) The references to a constable in subsections (1) and (2) do not include a constable
who has seized a thing under paragraph 19ZE of Schedule 3 to the Police Reform Act
2002.]
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S. 21: power to apply (with modifications) conferred (24.2.2003) by Proceeds of Crime Act 2002

(c. 29), ss. 355(1)(2)(3)(c), 458(1)(3); S.I. 2003/120, art. 2, Sch. (subject to transitional provisions and
savings in arts. 3-7 (as amended by S.I. 2003/333, art. 14 which in turn is amended by S.I. 2003/531,
arts. 3, 4))

S. 21 applied (with modifications) (24.2.2003) by The Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (Application of
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order
1989) Order 2003 (S.I. 2003/174), {arts. 4}, 10, Sch. 1

S. 21 applied (25.7.2003) by The Advanced Television Services Regulations 2003 (S.I. 2003/1901),
reg. 8, Sch. para. 12 (with reg. 2(2))

S. 21 applied (31.3.2008) by UK Borders Act 2007 (c. 30), ss. 46(5), 59; S.I. 2008/309, art. 3 (subject
to art. 6)

S. 21 applied (with modifications) (25.6.2013) by The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984
(Application to immigration officers and designated customs officials in England and Wales) Order
2013 (S.I. 2013/1542), arts. 1, 12(2)-(4), Sch. 2 (with arts. 13-31)
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(S.I. 2017/730), regs. 1(1), 39(11) (with reg. 3)
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(Application to Labour Abuse Prevention Officers) Regulations 2017 (S.I. 2017/520), regs. 1, 2, 3(1),
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S. 21(2) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 17(e); S.I.
2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)
S. 21(2) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 18(e); S.I.
2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)
S. 21(2) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 19(d); S.I.
2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)

C23 S.21(3)-(8) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 16(i);
S.I. 2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)
S. 21(3)-(8) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 17(f);
S.I. 2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)
S. 21(3)-(8) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 18(f);
S.I. 2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)
S. 21(3)-(8) modified (2.12.2002) by Police Reform Act 2002 (c. 30), s. 38, Sch. 4 Pt. 2 para. 19(e);
S.I. 2002/2750, art. 2(a)(ii)(d)

C24 S.21(3)-(8) modified by 2002 c. 30, Sch. 4 para. 2B(e) (as inserted (13.5.2014) by Anti-social
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (c. 12), s. 185(1), Sch. 10 para. 4 (with ss. 21, 33, 42, 58, 75,
93); S.I. 2014/949, art. 3, Sch. para. 22)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :

= s. 21 amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 2015/759, art. 4 by S.I. 2024/426
art. 2(4)

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:

Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those

provisions):

— s. 17(1)(cza) inserted by 2021 c. 17 s. 26(9)

— s. 47A(3A) substituted by 2022 ¢. 35 Sch. 2 para. 7

— s. 61(6BA) inserted by 2008 c. 28 s. 10(1) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 10 omitted (14.12.2011) by virtue of 2011 ¢. 23, ss. 29, 31(2),
Sch. 7 para. 5(3))

— s. 63(3D) inserted by 2008 c. 28 s. 10(2) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 10 omitted (14.12.2011) by virtue of 2011 ¢. 23, ss. 29, 31(2),
Sch. 7 para. 5(3))

— s. 64(1AA) inserted by 2008 c. 28 s. 10(4) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. S. 10 omitted (14.12.2011) by virtue of 2011 ¢. 23, ss. 29, 31(2),
Sch. 7 para. 5(3))

— s. 64A(1B)(cb) inserted by 2022 c. 32 Sch. 11 para. 18(a)

— Sch. 1A para. 21A added by 1995 c. 32, s. 8B(1) (as inserted) by 2006 c. 12 Sch. 3
para. 13
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