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Housing Act 1985
1985 CHAPTER 68

PART V

THE RIGHT TO BUY

Claim to exercise right to buy

124 Landlord’s notice admitting or denying right to buy.

(1) Where a notice under section 122 (notice claiming to exercise right to buy) has been
served by the tenant, the landlord shall, unless the notice is withdrawn, serve on the
tenant within the period specified in subsection (2)F1... a written notice either—

(a) admitting his right, or
(b) denying it and stating the reasons why, in the opinion of the landlord, the

tenant does not have the right to buy.

(2) The period for serving a notice under this section is four weeks where the requirement
of section 119 (qualifying period for the right to buy) is satisfied by a period or
periods during which the landlord was the landlord on which the tenant’s notice under
section 122 was served, and eight weeks in any other case.

F2(3) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 124(1) omitted (26.1.2019) by virtue of The Abolition of the Right to Buy and Associated

Rights (Wales) Act 2018 (Consequential Amendments and Savings Provisions) Regulations 2019 (S.I.
2019/110), regs. 1, 3(i)(i) (with reg. 5)

F2 S. 124(3) omitted (26.1.2019) by virtue of The Abolition of the Right to Buy and Associated Rights
(Wales) Act 2018 (Consequential Amendments and Savings Provisions) Regulations 2019 (S.I.
2019/110), regs. 1, 3(i)(ii) (with reg. 5)
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Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 124 modified by S.I. 1990/178, arts. 3, 5 (which S.I. was revoked (11.10.1993) by S.I. 1993/2241,

reg. 4).
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– specified provision(s) savings for amendments by 2018 anaw 1, s. 6, Sch. 6 by S.I.

2019/110 reg. 5

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 81A-81D and cross-heading inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 4 (This provision

is amended by 2021 c. 7, ss. 79(3), 90(6); S.I 2021/1038, reg. 3(c))
– s. 81B(1)(b) words inserted by 2018 c. 11 s. 1(3)
– s. 81B(2A)-(2C) inserted by 2018 c. 11 s. 1(2)
– s. 81B(2C) words substituted by 2021 c. 17 s. 79(3)(a)(i) (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 81B by 2016 c. 22, Sch. 7 para. 4 is
still prospective)

– s. 81B(2C) words substituted by 2021 c. 17 s. 79(3)(a)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 81B by 2016 c. 22, Sch. 7 para. 4 is
still prospective)

– s. 81B(2D) inserted by 2021 c. 17 s. 79(3)(b) (This amendment not applied to
legislation.gov.uk. The insertion of s. 81B by 2016 c. 22, Sch. 7 para. 4 is still
prospective)

– s. 82(A1)(A2) inserted by 2016 c. 22 s. 119(2)(a)
– s. 82A(4A)(4B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 7(2)
– s. 86(1A)(1B) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 10(3)
– s. 86(1C) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 2
– s. 86A-86F and cross-headings inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 11
– s. 86G s. 86A renumbered as s. 86G by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 3(1)(a)
– s. 86G(8) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 3(2)
– s. 88(1)(ba) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 4
– s. 89(2A)-(2D) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 8 para. 5(3)
– s. 97(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 12(3)
– s. 99A(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 13(3)
– s. 115B115C inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 15
– s. 115B115C inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 15
– s. 305(1A) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 68(b)
– s. 306(1A) inserted by 2023 asc 3 Sch. 13 para. 69(b)
– s. 353A inserted by 1996 c. 52 s. 73(1) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. S. 73 repealed (6.4.2006 for E., 16.6.2006 for W.) by 2004 c. 34,
Sch. 16; S.I. 2006/1060, art. 2(1)(e), Sch.; S.I. 2006/1535, art. 2(c), Sch.)

– s. 582(6)(aa)-(ac) substituted for s. 582(6)(a) by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 18 para. 4(2)(b)
– Sch. 1 para. 1ZA and cross-heading inserted by 2016 c. 22 Sch. 7 para. 17(2)
– Sch. 5A para. 3(3)(aa) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 18 para. 4(3)(b)(ii)
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2019/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2019/110
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2019/110/regulation/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/wsi/2022/1172
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/11/section/1/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/11/section/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/17/section/79/3/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/17/section/79/3/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/17/section/79/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/section/119/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/7/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/10/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8/paragraph/3/1/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8/paragraph/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8/paragraph/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/8/paragraph/5/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/12/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/13/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13/paragraph/68/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/asc/2023/3/schedule/13/paragraph/69/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/52/section/73/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/18/paragraph/4/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2016/22/schedule/7/paragraph/17/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/18/paragraph/4/3/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/18/paragraph/4/3/d

