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Insolvency Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 45

PART IX

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER I

[F1THE COURT: BANKRUPTCY PETITIONS AND BANKRUPTCY ORDERS]

Creditor’s petition
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Grounds of creditor’s petition.

(1) A creditor’s petition must be in respect of one or more debts owed by the debtor, and
the petitioning creditor or each of the petitioning creditors must be a person to whom
the debt or (as the case may be) at least one of the debts is owed.

(2) Subject to the next three sections, a creditor’s petition may be presented to the court
in respect of a debt or debts only if, at the time the petition is presented—

(a) the amount of the debt, or the aggregate amount of the debts, is equal to or
exceeds the bankruptcy level,

(b) the debt, or each of the debts, is for a liquidated sum payable to the petitioning
creditor, or one or more of the petitioning creditors, either immediately or at
some certain, future time, and is unsecured,

(c) the debt, or each of the debts, is a debt which the debtor appears either to be
unable to pay or to have no reasonable prospect of being able to pay, and

(d) there is no outstanding application to set aside a statutory demand served
(under section 268 below) in respect of the debt or any of the debts.

[F1(3) A debt is not to be regarded for the purposes of subsection (2) as a debt for a liquidated
sum by reason only that the amount of the debt is specified in a criminal bankruptcy
order.]
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(4) “The bankruptcy level” is [F2£5,000] but the Secretary of State may by order in a
statutory instrument substitute any amount specified in the order for that amount or
(as the case may be) for the amount which by virtue of such an order is for the time
being the amount of the bankruptcy level.

(5) An order shall not be made under subsection (4) unless a draft of it has been laid
before, and approved by a resolution of, each House of Parliament.
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