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Insolvency Act 1986
1986 CHAPTER 45

PART IX

BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER VI

BANKRUPTCY OFFENCES

Wrongdoing by the bankrupt before and after bankruptcy

356 False statements.

(1) The bankrupt is guilty of an offence if he makes or has made any material omission
in any statement made under any provision in this Group of Parts and relating to his
affairs.

Section 352 applies to this offence.

(2) The bankrupt is guilty of an offence if—
(a) knowing or believing that a false debt has been proved by any person under

the bankruptcy, he fails to inform the trustee as soon as practicable; or
(b) he attempts to account for any part of his property by fictitious losses or

expenses; or
(c) [F1in connection with any creditors' decision procedure or deemed consent

procedure] in the 12 months before [F2the making of the bankruptcy
application or (as the case may be) the presentation of the bankruptcy] petition
or (whether or not [F3in connection with such a procedure]) at any time in
the intial period, he did anything which would have been an offence under
paragraph (b) if the bankruptcy order had been made before he did it; or

(d) he is, or at any time has been, guilty of any false representation or other fraud
for the purpose of obtaining the consent of his creditors, or any of them, to an
agreement with reference to his affairs or to his bankruptcy.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in s. 356(2)(c) substituted (26.5.2015 for specified purposes, 6.4.2017 for E.W. in so far as not

already in force) by Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 (c. 26), s. 164(1), Sch.
9 para. 85(a); S.I. 2015/1329, reg. 3(d); S.I. 2016/1020, reg. 4(e) (with reg. 5) (as amended by S.I.
2017/363, reg. 3)

F2 Words in s. 356(2)(c) inserted (6.4.2016) by Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act 2013 (c. 24), s.
103(3), Sch. 19 para. 46; S.I. 2016/191, art. 2 (with art. 3)

F3 Words in s. 356(2)(c) substituted (26.5.2015 for specified purposes, 6.4.2017 for E.W. in so far as not
already in force) by virtue of Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 (c. 26), s. 164(1),
Sch. 9 para. 85(b); S.I. 2015/1329, reg. 3(d); S.I. 2016/1020, reg. 4(e) (with reg. 5) (as amended by
S.I. 2017/363, reg. 3)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 356(2)(d) applied (with modifications) (1.12.1994) by S.I. 1994/2421, arts. 8(3)(9), 10(6), Sch. 4 Pt.

II para. 25
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
– Act amendment to earlier affecting provision S.I. 1986/1999, art. 3, Sch. 1 Pt. 2 by

S.I. 2017/1119 Sch. 3 para. 1
– Act savings and transitional provisions for amendments by S.I. 2022/1166 by S.I.

2022/1172 Regulations
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