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Abolition of Domestic Rates
Etc. (Scotland) Act 1987 (repealed)

1987 CHAPTER 47

PART II

COMMUNITY CHARGES

Textual Amendments applied to the whole legislation
F1 Act repealed (prosp.) by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), ss. 117(2), 119(2)(e), Sch.14

(with s. 118(1)(2)(4) and saving in s. 118(3) and subject to a saving for Sch. 2 para. 7A (16.8.1993) by
S.I. 1993/1780, art. 2 and subject to amendments (11.6.1996) by 1995 c. 18, s. 41(4), Sch. 2 para. 10;
S.I. 1996/1509, art. 2, Sch. and (29.11.1999 for specified purposes, otherwise prosp.) by 1998 c. 14, ss.
86(1), 87(2), Sch. 7 para. 15; S.I. 1999/3178, art. 2(1)(a)(2) (subject to transitional provisions in Schs.
21-23)
The repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14) was brought into force
(1.4.1992) as regards Sch. 1 para. 19 by S.I. 1992/818, para. 2(b), Sch.
The repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14) was brought into force
(1.10.1992) as regards ss. 3A, 9, 10(7A), 11B, 28, Sch. 2 paras. 1(2), 2(1), Sch. 5 paras. 2-5, 9, 10, 14,
15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 25 by S.I. 1992/2183, art. 2(d), Sch. (with savings in art. 3)
The repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14) was brought into force
(1.4.1993) as regards ss. 1-7, 14, 18(2A), 20(10), 25(1)(3), words in s. 26(1), ss. 26(2), 27, 33, Sch. 1,
Sch. 3 paras. 1-4, 5(1), 7, Sch. 5 paras. 1, 6, 12, 13, 16, 19A, 20, 22-24, 26-49 by S.I. 1993/575, art. 2,
Sch. (with savings in arts. 4, 5(b))
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Textual Amendments
F1 S. 7: the repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 117(2), Sch.14 (with

s. 118(1)(2)(4) and saving in s. 118(3)) was brought into force (1.4.1993) as regards s. 7 by S.I.
1993/575, art. 2(d),Sch.

Personal Community Charge

8 Liability for personal community charge.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, any person [F2who is, at any time
in a financial year—

(a) aged 18 or over;
(b) solely or mainly resident in the area of a local authority; and
(c) not exempt from liability under subsection (8) below,

shall be liable to pay, in respect of that time,] the personal community charge
determined by that authority in respect of that year.

[F3(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1) above, and subsection (8) below, a person’s liability
to pay the personal community charge in respect of any time in a financial year shall
subsist until the date on which the deletion of the entry in the register in respect of
such liability takes effect.]

(4) For the purposes of this section, a person undertaking a full-time course of eduction
shall be regarded as being solely or mainly resident in the area of the local authority in
which he is resident during term time for the purpose of undertaking the course, until
he ceases to undertake the course.

(5) A person undertaking a full-time course of education shall, in respect of the period
beginning when he undertakes the course and ending when he ceases to do so, be
liable for only such percentage as may be prescribed of the amount of the personal
community charge for which he would otherwise be liable.

[F4(5A) The Secretary of State may, by regulations made under this subsection—
(a) require such educational establishments as may be prescribed to supply,

in such manner and at such time as may be prescribed, to every person
undertaking or about to undertake a full time course of education provided
by the establishment a certificate containing such particulars as may be
prescribed;

(b) require such educational establishments as may be prescribed to supply to
the registration officer within such period (being not less than 21 days) as
may be prescribed such information as the registration officer may reasonably
require for the purposes of the exercise of his functions under this Act, being
information which is in the possession or control of the establishment.]

(6) The—
(a) meanings of [F5“educational establishment”,]“full-time course of education”,

“person undertaking a full-time course of education”, “term time” and “ceases
to undertake the course”; and

(b) manner in which the registration officer shall determine when a person ceases
to undertake such a full-time course of education,
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shall be such as may be prescribed.

[F6(6A) Subsections (4) and (5) above shall not apply to persons undertaking a full-time course
of nursing education, but such a person shall, in respect of the period beginning when
he undertakes the course and ending when he ceases to do so, be liable for only such
percentage as may be prescribed of the amount of the personal community charge for
which he would otherwise be liable.

(6B) The Secretary of State may, by regulations made under this subsection—
(a) require such bodies as may be prescribed to supply, in such manner and at such

time as may be prescribed, to every person undertaking or about to undertake
a full time course of nursing education a certificate containing such particulars
as may be prescribed; and

(b) require such bodies as may be prescribed to supply to the registration officer
within such period (being not less than 21 days) as may be prescribed such
information as the registration officer may reasonably require for the purposes
of the exercise of his functions under this Act, being information which is in
the possession or control of the body.

(6C) References in subsections (6A) and (6B) above to a full-time course of nursing
education, a person undertaking such a course and to ceasing to undertake such a
course shall be construed in such manner as may be prescribed.]

(7) Persons who—
(a) are married to each other and live together; or
(b) being a man and a woman, live together as if they were husband and wife,

shall [F7, notwithstanding that they are not otherwise liable under this Act for a personal
community charge,] be jointly and severally liable for the personal community
charges, relating to the period during which they live together, for which [F8either] of
them is liable.

[F9(8) A person is exempt from liability to pay the personal community charge in respect
of any time in a financial year if he is, at that time, a person such as is described in
Schedule 1A to this Act.]

Textual Amendments
F2 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 18(2)
F3 S. 8(2) substituted for s. 8(2)(3) by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s.

137, Sch. 12 para. 18(3)
F4 S. 8(5A) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 18(4)
F5 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

18(5)
F6 S. 8(6A)–(6C) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch.

12 para. 18(6)
F7 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

18(7)(a)
F8 Word substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 18(7)(b)
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F9 S. 8(8) substituted for s. 8(8)(9) by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s.
129

F109 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F10 S. 9: the repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 117(2), Sch. 14 (with

s. 118(1)(2)(4) and saving in s. 118(3)) was brought into force (1.10.1992) as regards s. 9 by S.I.
1992/2183, art. 2(d),Sch. (with art. 3).

[F119A Reduced liability for personal community charge

(1) The Secretary of State may make regulations as regards any case where—
(a) a person is or was liable to pay, in respect of any time in such financial year as

is prescribed, the personal community charge determined by a local authority
in respect of that year; and

(b) prescribed conditions are fulfilled.

(2) Regulations under this section may provide that the amount of a person’s liability in
respect of personal community charge shall not be such amount as it would be apart
from the regulations or, as the case may be, such amount as it was, but instead such
smaller amount as is arrived at in accordance with prescribed rules.

(3) The conditions mentioned in subsection (1) above may be prescribed by reference
to such factors as the Secretary of State sees fit; and in particular such factors may
include all or any of the following—

(a) rates for a period before 1 April 1989;
(b) the circumstances of or other matters relating to the person concerned;
(c) an amount relating to the local authority concerned and specified, or to be

specified, for the purposes of the regulations in a report laid, or to be laid,
before the House of Commons;

(d) such other amounts as may be prescribed or arrived at in a prescribed manner;
(e) the making of an application by the person concerned.

(4) The rules mentioned in subsection (2) above may be prescribed by reference to such
factors as the Secretary of State sees fit; and in particular such factors may include all
or any of the factors mentioned in subsection (3)(a) to (d) above.

(5) Without prejudice to the generality of section 31(2) of this Act, regulations under this
section may include—

(a) provision requiring the Secretary of State to specify in a report, for the
purposes of the regulations, an amount in relation to each local authority;

(b) provision requiring him to lay the report before the House of Commons;
(c) provision for the review of any prescribed decision of a local authority relating

to the application or operation of the regulations.

(6) To the extent that he would not have power to do so apart from this subsection, the
Secretary of State may—
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(a) include in regulations under this section such amendments of any social
security instrument as he thinks expedient in consequence of the regulations
under this section;

(b) include in any social security instrument such provision as he thinks expedient
in consequence of regulations under this section.

and any such amendments or provision may be deemed by the regulations or, as the
case may be, instrument to have come into effect prior to the date of coming into force
of the regulations or instrument.

(7) In subsection (6) above “social security instrument” means an order or regulations
made, or falling to be made, by the Secretary of State under [F12Part VII of the Social
Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992].]

Textual Amendments
F11 S. 9A inserted by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42, SIF 81:2), s. 143
F12 Words in s. 9A(7) substituted (1.7.1992) by Social Security (Consequential Provisions) Act 1992

(c. 6), s. 4, Sch. 2 para.86.

Standard Community Charge

10 Liability for and calculation of standard community charge.

(1) The standard community charge shall be payable in respect of premises to which this
section applies.

(2) This section applies to premises which—
(a) are a dwelling house with any garden, yard, garage, outhouse or pertinent

belonging to and occupied along with such dwelling house;
(b) are not subject to non-domestic rates; and
(c) are not the sole or main residence of any person,

but not to such class or classes of those premises as may be prescribed.

(3) The prescribing of a class or classes of premises under subsection (2) above may be
by reference to such factors [F13(including factors relating to persons of prescribed
descriptions)] as may be prescribed.

(4) The person liable to pay the standard community charge in respect of any premises
shall be—

(a) subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) below, the owner of the premises;
(b) subject to paragraph (c) below, if the premises are let for a period of 12 months

or more, the tenant; or
(c) if the premises are sub-let for such a period, the sub-tenant,

[F14and where at any time two or more people are liable to pay the standard community
charge under this subsection they shall be jointly and severally liable to pay the
charge.]

(5) The standard community charge shall be due to—
(a) each local authority; or
(b) (in the case of an islands council) the local authority
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in the area of which the premises in respect of which it is payable are situated.

[F15(6) The standard community charge due to a local authority in respect of any premises in
respect of any financial year shall be the product of the personal community charge
determined in respect of that year by the local authority and—

(a) where the premises are in a specified class, the standard community charge
multiplier determined in respect of that class by the authority; or

(b) where the premises are not in a specified class, the standard community charge
multiplier determined by the authority in relation to such premises,

in respect of that year.

(7) A specified class is one which has been prescribed under this subsection or determined
under regulations made under subsection (7F) below.

F16(7A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(7B) A standard community charge multiplier must be one of the following, 0,½, 1, 1½, 2.

(7C) A local authority may resolve that different standard community charge multipliers
shall apply in relation to different classes of premises prescribed under subsection (7)
above.

(7D) A standard community charge multiplier relating to a class of premises prescribed
under subsection (7) above shall not exceed such maximum multiplier as may be
prescribed in relation to that class.

(7E) In prescribing classes under subsection (7) above, the Secretary of State may classify
premises by reference to such factors as he thinks fit, including, without prejudice to
that generality—

(a) the physical characteristics of premises or any part of them;
(b) the fact that premises are, or any part of them is, unoccupied;
(c) the fact that premises are, or any part of them is, occupied for prescribed

purposes;
(d) the fact that premises are, or any part of them is, occupied by persons of

prescribed descriptions;
(e) the circumstances of persons liable to pay the standard community charge.

(7F) The Secretary of State may, by regulations, make provision—
(a) enabling local authorities or local authorities of such class or classes as he

may specify in the regulations—
(i) to determine, in relation to their areas, classes of premises additional

to those prescribed under subsection (7) above;
(ii) to determine different such classes of premises in relation to different

parts of their areas; and
(iii) to resolve that different standard community charge multipliers shall

apply in relation to different classes of premises determined under the
regulations, and

(b) requiring them, when determining a class or classes under the regulations, to
classify premises only by reference to one or more prescribed factors being
such factors as the Secretary of State thinks fit.

(7G) Regulations under subsection (7F) above may make provision enabling the district
council to resolve that different standard community charge multipliers shall apply in
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relation to such different classes of premises as have, in relation to the district, been
determined under the regulations by the council of the region in which the district is
situated.

(7H) A regional council may resolve that different standard community charge multipliers
shall apply in relation to the same specified class of premises in different districts
within the region.]

[F17(8) Subject to subsections (8B) and (9) below, the standard community charge shall not
be payable in respect of relevant premises in respect of whichever is the shorter of—

(a) the period for which the premises are unoccupied and unfurnished;
(b) a period of three months or such longer period as the levying authority may

determine;
and the levying authority may determine that different periods shall have effect for
different premises or different classes of premises.

(8A) For the purposes of subsection (8) above “relevant premises” are premises to which
this section applies, being premises—

(a) which are unoccupied and unfurnished; and
(b) as regards which notice is given to the levying authority by a person liable to

pay the standard community charge in respect of the premises that they are
unoccupied and unfurnished.

(8B) Subsection (8) above shall have effect in respect of any relevant premises only once
during any period (whether it falls in one or more than one financial year) in respect of
which the standard community charge is, or would but for that subsection be, payable
in respect of the premises.

(8C) Before making a determination under paragraph (b) of subsection (8) above a levying
authority which is a regional council shall consult the district council for the district
in which the premises are situated.]

(9) Any period for which the standard community charge is, under subsection (8) above,
not payable shall not begin earlier than one month before the receipt of notification
under paragraph (b) of [F18subsection (8A) above].

(10) The person liable to pay the standard community charge in respect of any premises
in respect of a financial year shall be entitled to recover from any person to whom he
lets or sub-lets the premises or whom he permits to occupy them an amount equal to
the product of—

(a) the number of days in that year for which the premises are let or sub-let to or,
as the case may be, permitted to be occupied by that other person (excluding
any which fall within a period in respect of which the standard community
charge is, under subsections (8) and (9) above, not payable); and

(b) the amount of the standard community charge [F19which would, if the premises
were for the whole of that financial year premises to which this section applies
and were not, at any time in that year, relevant premises for the purposes of
subsection (8) above, be] payable in respect of the premises in respect of that
year divided by the number of days in that year

(and such an amount is referred to in this section as a “standard community charge
contribution”).

[F20(10A) Where at any time premises are let, sub-let or permitted to be occupied as mentioned in
subsection (10) above to more than one person, only one standard community charge
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contribution in respect of the standard community charge payable in respect of any
financial year shall be recovered in respect of the period of such lease, sub-lease or
permission to occupy and such persons shall be jointly and severally liable to pay the
contribution.]

(11) A standard community charge contribution recovered form a person—
(a) shall be in addition to any obligation of his to make other payments (whether

by way of rent or otherwise) in respect of the premises in respect of which
that contribution is made;

(b) is not affected by any enactment relating to the control or restriction of any
such other payment, and shall not, for the purposes of any such enactment, be
regarded as such a payment or part thereof.
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Collective Community Charge

11 Liability for and calculation of collective community charge.

(1) The collective community charge shall be payable in respect of premises to which this
section applies.

(2) This section applies to—
(a) premises which are not subject to non-domestic rates and either are designated

by the registration officer under subsection (3) below or fall within such class
or classes of premises as may be prescribed;

(b) premises which are part residential subjects and either are so designated or
fall within such class or classes of premises as may be prescribed.

(3) [F21Subject to subsection (3A) below,] premises may be designated under this
subsection if, in the opinion of the registration officer—

(a) in the case of premises not subject to non-domestic rates, they are used, or
(b) in the case of part residential subjects, the residential use made of them is ,
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wholly or mainly as the sole or main residence of persons most or all of whom reside
there only for short periods.

[F22(3A) The registration officer shall not designate premises—
(a) which are of a description prescribed for the purposes of this paragraph; or
(b) which are or form part of land designated by the Secretary of State under

paragraph 11 of Schedule 1A to this Act.]

(4) In determining whether to designate any premises under subsection (3) above, the
registration officer shall have regard to such factors as may be prescribed.

[F23(4A) A designation made by the registration officer under subsection (3) above shall be
revoked by him—

(a) where, in his opinion, the premises have ceased to be premises which may be
designated under that subsection;

(b) if the premises become premises which are of a description prescribed for the
purposes of paragraph (a) of subsection (3A) above;

(c) if the premises become premises which are designated by the Secretary of
State under paragraph 11 of Schedule 1A to this Act.]

(5) The person liable to pay the collective community charge in respect of any premises
shall be—

(a) subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) below, the owner of the premises;
(b) subject to paragraph (c) below, if the premises are let for a period of 12 months

or more, the tenant; or
(c) if the premises are sub-let for such a period, the sub-tenant,

[F24and where at any time two or more people are liable to pay the collective
community charge under this subsection they shall be jointly and severally liable to
pay the charge.]

(6) The collective community charge shall be due to—
(a) each local authority; or
(b) (in the case of an islands council) the local authority

in the area of which the premises in respect of which it is payable are situated.

(7) Subject to subsection (8) below, the collective community charge due to a local
authority in respect of any premises in respect of any financial year shall be [F25the
amount which is] the product of—

(a) the personal community charge determined by them in respect of that year;
and

(b) the collective community charge multiplier specified in the register as having
an effect in relation to the premises

[F26less the relevant proportion, being 5 per cent. or such other proportion as may be
prescribed].

(8) If, in the course of a financial year, the collective community charge multiplier
specified in the register as having effect in relation to any premises is changed, it shall
be assumed, for the purposes of subsection (7) above, that the new multiplier shall
remain in effect in relation to those premises from the date when it takes effect until
the end of that year.
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(9) In this Act, “the collective community charge multiplier” means, in respect of any
premises, such number as the registration officer for the registration area in which the
premises are situated determines in respect of the premises.

(10) In determining the collective community charge multiplier in respect of any premises,
the registration officer shall have regard to—

(a) the number of persons who are solely or mainly resident in the premises and
would, but for [F27paragraph 12 of Schedule 1A to] this Act, be liable to pay
a personal community charge; and

(b) such factors as may be prescribed.

(11) A person [F28who, at any time in a financial year]—
(a) [F29is] solely or mainly resident in premises in respect of which the collective

community charge is payable; and
(b) F30. . . is not liable to pay it; and
(c) F30. . . would, but for [F31paragraph 12 of Schedule 1A to] this Act, be liable

F32. . . to pay a personal community charge
shall, for each day of his residence in the premises, pay to the person liable under this
section for that collective community charge an amount equal to the amount mentioned
in paragraph (i) below divided by the number in paragraph (ii) below—

(i) the amount in this paragraph is—
(A) the sum of the personal community charges determined in respect of

that year by each local authority; or
(B) (in the case of an islands council) the amount of the personal

community charge determined in respect of that year by the local
authority

in the area of which the premises are situated;
(ii) the number of days in that year,

(and such a payment is referred to in this section as a “collective community charge
contribution”).

(12) A collective community charge contribution made by a person—
(a) shall be in addition to any obligation of his to make other payments (whether

by way of rent or otherwise) in respect of his residence in the premises in
respect of which that contribution is made;

(b) is not affected by any enactment relating to the control or restriction of any
such other payment, and shall not, for the purposes of any such enactment, be
regarded as such a payment or part thereof.

(13) The person to whom a collective community charge contribution is made shall issue
a receipt therefore showing the amount paid and the day or days to which the
contribution relates.

(14) The person liable under this section to pay a collective community charge in respect
of any premises shall keep, or cause to be kept, a record of all persons who are or
have been solely or mainly resident there showing the periods for which they were so
resident and the amounts paid to him by them by way of collective community charge
contributions.

(15) A person who, but for this subsection, would be liable under this section to pay a
collective community charge contribution to another in respect of any premises—
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(a) shall not be so liable until; and
(b) shall have no such liablity in respect of any days before,

that other person has given him notification of the amount he is liable to pay by way
of such contribution for each day of his residence in the premises.

(16) Without prejudice to any rule of law, where a person—
(a) in respect of his residence in any premises, pays, by way of collective

community charge contribution, any sum which (for whatever reason) is not
due; and

(b) within 3 months of that payment, claims reimbursement of the sum from
the person who, at the time of the payment, was liable to pay the collective
community charge in respect of the premises.

the person so liable shall reimburse the other in that sum.

Textual Amendments
F21 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

20(2)
F22 S. 11(3A) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(3)
F23 S. 11(4A) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(4)
F24 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(5)
F25 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

20(6)(a)
F26 Words added by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

20(6)(b)
F27 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(7)
F28 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(8)(a)
F29 Word substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(8)(b)
F30 Word repealed by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

20(8)(c)
F31 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 20(8)(d)
F32 Words repealed by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 149, Sch. 13 Pt.

IV

[F33 Apportionment of amounts to be paid

Textual Amendments
F33 Ss. 11A, 11B inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 21

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/47/section/11/3A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/47/section/11/4A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/6/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/6/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/6/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/6/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/20/8/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/149
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/13/part/IV
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/13/part/IV
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/47/section/11A
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/47/section/11B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/schedule/12/paragraph/21


12 Abolition of Domestic Rates Etc. (Scotland) Act 1987 (repealed) (c. 47)
Part II – Community Charges

Document Generated: 2023-02-06
Status: Point in time view as at 01/04/1993.

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Abolition of
Domestic Rates Etc. (Scotland) Act 1987 (repealed), Part II. (See end of Document for details)

11A Apportionment, etc.

(1) Where a person is liable to pay a community charge in respect only of part of a
financial year, the amount for which he is liable shall be calculated by apportionment
on a daily basis, and the period in respect of which he is liable shall be calculated by
apportionment on a daily basis, and the period in respect of which he is liable shall be
referred to in this section as the apportioned period.

(2) Subsections (3) to (5) below shall have effect for the purposes of determining—
(a) where a person is liable to pay a community charge in respect only of part of

a financial year, the first or, as the case may be, last day of an apportioned
period; and

(b) as regards the standard or collective community charge contribution, the day
on which the requirement to pay such a contribution commences, or as the
case may be, ends.

(3) As regards any community charge imposed by a local authority—
(a) the day on which a person becomes liable to pay that charge shall be the first

day of an apportioned period; and
(b) the day on which a person ceases to be liable to pay that charge shall not be

included in an apportioned period; and
(c) in respect of the personal community charge imposed by the authority, as

regards any day on which a person both becomes and ceases to be liable to
pay that charge, paragraph (b) above shall apply and paragraph (a) shall not.

(4) As regards the standard community charge contribution—
(a) any day on which a person starts to lease or sub-lease or is first permitted to

occupy any premises to which section 10 of this Act applies is a day on which
the person is required to pay a contribution; and

(b) any day on which a person ceases to lease or sub-lease or ceases to be
permitted to occupy such premises is a day on which he is not so required.

(5) As regards the collective community charge contribution—
(a) any day on which a person becomes solely or mainly resident in premises to

which section 11 of this Act applies is a day on which he is required to pay
the contribution; and

(b) any day on which he ceases to be so resident is a day on which he is not so
required.]

Estimates
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Community Charges Registration Officer

12 Community Charges Registration Officer.

(1) There shall be a Community Charges Registration Officer (to be known as such but,
in this Act, referred to as “the registration officer”) for every region and islands area.

(2) The assessor appointed for each region or islands area under section 116(2) or (5) of
the M1Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 shall be the registration officer for that
area and any depute assessor appointed under the said section 116(2) or (5) shall be a
depute registration officer and shall have all the functions of a registration officer.

(3) A regional or islands council may appoint such additional number of depute
registration officers as they consider necessary to enable the registration officer to
perform his functions under this Act, and any depute registration officer so appointed
shall have all the functions of a registration officer.

(4) The registration officer shall prepare, maintain and keep up-to-date the register for his
registration area.

(5) A regional or islands council shall secure the provision of sufficient staff,
accommodation and other resources to enable the registration officer to perform his
functions under this Act.

Marginal Citations
M1 1973 c.65.

Community Charges Register

13 Community Charges Register.

(1) There shall be a Community Charges Register (to be known as such but, in this Act,
referred to as “the register”) for each registration area which shall specify—
[F35(a) the name of every person liable to pay any of the community charges in the

registration area;
(b) in the case of a person liable to pay the personal community charge, the

address of his sole or main residence;
(c) in the case of a person liable to pay the standard or collective community

charge, his address and the address of the premises in the registration area in
respect of which that charge is payable;

(cc) in the case of premises in respect of which the collective community charge is
payable, the collective community charge multiplier determined for the time
being in respect of those premises;]

(d) in relation to each natural person registered in the register, his date of birth;
(e) in relation to each person registered, the date (which may be before, on, or

after the date on which the entry is made) from which he is liable to pay any
of [F36the] community charges; and

(f) such other matters as may be prescribed.

(2) There shall not be specified in the register any information relating to a person’s
liability, by virtue only of section 8(7) of this Act, for a personal community charge.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1973/65
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(3) The register shall be kept in such form (which need not be documentary form) as may
be prescribed.

Textual Amendments
F35 S. 13(1)(a)(b)(c)(cc) substituted for s. 13(1)(a)(b)(c) by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41,

SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para. 22(2)
F36 Word substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 22(3)

F3714 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F37 S. 14: the repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 117(2), Sch.14 (with

s. 118(1)(2)(4) and saving in s. 118(3)) was brought into force (1.4.1993) as regards s. 14 by S.I.
1993/575, art. 2(d),Sch.

15 Amendment of register.

(1) As from the date of coming into force of the register, it may be amended by the
registration officer at any time and amendments may be made with retrospective,
immediate or prospective effect, except that—

(a) the maximum period for which an amendment can be made with retrospective
effect is two years; and

(b) no amendment of the collective community charge multiplier in respect of any
premises shall be made or take effect until three months, or such other period
as may be prescribed, after the date when the current entry is made or takes
effect, whichever is later.

(2) The registration officer may at any time alter the register to correct any clerical or
typographical error in any entry and subsection (1)(b) above and subsections (3) and
(5) below shall not apply to any such alteration.

(3) The registration officer shall before amending an entry in the register ensure that a
record (which need not be in documentary form) is made of the entry [F38including a
note of the date upon which the record is made] and shall retain this record for two
years from [F39that date].

[F40(4) The provisions of section 20 of this Act relating to the inspection of the register
and the obtaining of copies of entries in the register (including such provisions
as are prescribed under that section) shall apply, subject to such modifications as
may be prescribed, to the inspection or obtaining of copies of a record made under
subsection (3) above as they apply to the inspection of or obtaining copies of entries
in the register.]

(5) The registration officer shall not be obliged to consult the person registered or to
be registered before making [F41or amending any entry in the register which might
affect that person, but, except in the case of an amendment such as is mentioned in

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/47/section/13/1/a/b/c/cc
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1988/41/section/137
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/14/section/118/1/2/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1992/14/section/118/3
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subsection (6) below,] he shall, within such period and in such manner as may be
prescribed, send to the person who is or was registered—
[F42(a) a copy of the entry or (as the case may be) the entry as amended; or

(b) where the amendment consists of the deletion of an entry, notification of such
deletion]

together with a notice in such form as may be prescribed informing him of—
[F43(i) the effect of the entry or (as the case may be) of the amendment to the entry

in the register;]
(ii) the rights of appeal under section 16 of this Act;

(iii) the requirement imposed by section 18(2) of this Act to notify the registration
officer of any changes to be made to the entry;

[F44(iv) in the case of a new entry, or an amendment of an entry which consists in
whole or in part in a change of the address of the sole or main residence
of the registered person, his right to apply to the registration officer under
section 20A(3) of this Act for a determination that the entry relating to him
be a special entry within the meaning of that section].

[F45(6) Where an amendment requires to be made to an entry in the register in consequence of
the death of a registered person, the registration officer shall send to the executors of
the deceased notice of the fact that he has, with effect from the date of the deceased’s
death, deleted the entry in the register relating to the deceased.

(7) Except where the context otherwise requires, any reference in this Act to the
amendment of the register or of any entry in the register shall include a reference to
the deletion of such an entry.]

Textual Amendments
F38 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

24(2)(a)
F39 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 24(2)(b)
F40 S. 15(4) substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 24(3)
F41 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 24(4)(a)
F42 S. 15(5)(a)(b) substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch.

12 para. 24(4)(b)
F43 S. 15(5)(i) substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 24(4)(c)
F44 S. 15(5)(iv) added by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 24(4)(d)
F45 S. 15(6)(7) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 24(5)

16 Registration appeals.

(1) [F46A registered person] may appeal—
(a) against any entry or amendment of an entry in the register [F47in relation to

him], in such manner and within such period as may be prescribed, to the
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registration officer, who shall determine that appeal in such manner and within
such period as may be prescribed; and

(b) against such a determination by the registration officer of an appeal by that
person, to [F48the] sheriff of any sheriffdom which wholly or partly falls within
the registration area.

(2) Where a person requests the registration officer to make or to amend an entry in the
register relating to him and—

(a) the registration officer refuses to do so, the person may appeal to the sheriff
against that refusal; or

(b) the registration officer fails to notify the person of the determination of the
request within such period as may be prescribed, he shall be deemed to have
refused the request and the person may appeal to the sheriff against the deemed
refusal.

(3) In any case where a question arises as to which one of two or more registers for
different registration areas a person is or should be registered in as being liable to pay
the personal community charge the person may appeal to the sheriff of any sheriffdom
which wholly or partly falls within any of the registration areas.

(4) If the sheriff upholds an appeal under subsection (1) or (2) above, the registration
officer shall amend the register to give effect to the decision with effect from such date
(which may be retrospective, immediate or prospective) as the sheriff may determine.

(5) In an appeal to which subsection (3) above applies, the registration officer of any
registration area to which the appeal relates shall be given the opportunity to become
a party to the appeal, and all the entries in the registers in which the person is entered
as being liable to pay the personal community charge shall be made subject to the
appeal proceedings.

(6) Subject to subsection (7) below, where an entry in the register shows that a
person is liable to pay any of the community charges, that person shall pay the
community charge notwithstanding that he has appealed against the entry, pending the
determination of the appeal.

(7) Where a person is registered as being liable to pay the personal community charge in
two or more registers and he has appealed against one or more registration, he shall be
required to pay only the personal community charge relating to the first registration
made, pending the determination of the appeal.

(8) In Schedule 8 of the M2Civil Jurisdiction and Judgments Act 1982 (rules as to
jurisdiction in Scotland) in paragraph 4(1)(c) after the word “proceedings” there shall
be inserted the words “(other than proceedings under section 16 of the M3Abolition of
Domestic Rates Etc. (Scotland) Act 1987)”.

Textual Amendments
F46 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 25(2)
F47 Words substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 25(3)
F48 Word substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 25(4)
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Marginal Citations
M2 1982 c. 27.
M3 1987 c. 47.

Duties in relation to registration

17
(1) The general duty of the registration officer under section 12(4) of this Act shall

include the duty to take all reasonable steps to obtain such information as is reasonably
required by him.

(2) The registration officer shall for the purpose of discharging his functions under this
Act have access to and the use of any information which the assessor or electoral
registration officer for the area which comprises or includes the registration area of
the registration officer may have acquired in connection with any of his functions.

(3) Subject to subsection (4) below, the registration officer may require—
(a) the registration officer of any other registration area;
(b) the regional or islands council, any district council, or any housing body in

his registration area,
to supply him with such information as he may reasonably require in connection with
his functions, being information which the other registration officer has in connection
with his functions or, as the case may be, the local authority or housing body have in
connection with any of their functions; and the registration officer, regional, islands
or district council or housing body shall comply with such a requirement.

(4) A local authority, housing body, or other registration officer shall not be required under
subsection (3) above to supply to the registration officer such information as may be
prescribed, and such prescription may be by reference to classes of functions of a local
authority or housing body or to classes of information.

(5) The registration officer shall, at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed,
require any responsible person to give him such information F49. . . in such form and
within such period as may be prescribed.

(6) For the purposes of this section, “responsible person”[F50in relation to any premises]
means, subject to subsections (7) to (9) below—

(a) where the premises are occupied by the owner or by a tenant, the occupier
of the premises;

(b) where the premises are not occupied by the owner or by a tenant, the owner or,
if there is a tenant whose lease is for a period of 12 months or more, the tenant;

(c) in any case, such other person as the registration officer considers it
appropriate to designate from time to time as the responsible person.

(7) Where, in the case of premises occupied by the owner or by a tenant as referred to in
subsection (6)(a) above, there is more than one occupying owner or tenant, both or, as
the case may be, all of them shall be responsible persons.

(8) Where there is more than one responsible person and both or, as the case may be, all
of them agree with the registration officer that one of them is to be the responsible
person, then that one alone shall be the responsible person.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1982/27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1987/47
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(9) Where, under subsection (6) above, the registration officer designates a person to be
the responsible person in relation to any premises, he shall notify that person that he
has been so designated and the person so designated may appeal—

(a) against his designation, in such manner and within such period as may be
prescribed, to the registration officer who shall determine that appeal in such
manner and within such period as may be prescribed; and

(b) against such a determination by the registration officer of an appeal by that
person, to the sheriff of any sheriffdom which wholly or partly falls within
the registration area.

(10) Where the registration officer is satisfied that a responsible person—
(a) has failed to comply with the duty to provide the information required within

the prescribed period; or
(b) has given false information,

he shall, unless satisfied that the responsible person has a reasonable excuse, impose
upon the responsible person a civil penalty of £50 or such other sum as may, in
substitution, be prescribed, which shall be a debt due to the regional or islands council,
recoverable by them as such as if it were arrears of community charges.

(11) Where—
(a) a civil penalty has been imposed upon a responsible person under

subsection (10) above; and
(b) the registration officer has repeated his requirement under sub-section (5)

above; but
(c) the registration officer is satisfied that the responsible person has failed to

comply with the duty to provide the information required within the prescrbed
period or has given false information,

the registration officer shall, unless satisfied that the responsible person has a
reasonable excuse, impose upon him a civil penalty of £200 or such other sum as
may, in substitution, be prescribed, which shall be a debt due to the regional or islands
council, recoverable by them as such as if it were arrears of community charges; and
the provisions of this subsection shall apply to any subsequent failures to provide
information within the prescribed period or to any subsequent provision of false
information.

[F51(11A) If, after the imposition of a civil penalty under subsection (10) or (11) above but
before the making of any appeal under subsection (12) below against that imposition,
the registration officer, in the light of information which he did not consider when
imposing the penalty—

(a) is no longer satisfied as to the matter as to which he was satisfied
under paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (10) above or paragraph (c) of
subsection (11) above before imposing the penalty; or

(b) is satisfied that the responsible person upon whom the penalty was imposed
did have a reasonable excuse,

he may revoke the imposition of the penalty; and on such revocation any money paid
to the regional or islands council by the responsible person by way of that penalty
shall be repaid by them to him.]

(12) The responsible person may appeal to the sheriff against the imposition of a civil
penalty under this section.
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Textual Amendments
F49 Words repealed by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 149, Sch. 13 Pt.

IV
F50 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

26
F51 S. 17(11A) inserted by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42, SIF 81:2), s. 145, Sch. 6

para. 24

18 Obtaining of information from individual residents.

(1) Every person who—
(a) will be liable on 1st April 1989; or
(b) becomes liable on or after that date,

to pay [F52any of the community charges] in a registration area and who is not already
entered in the register for that area as being so liable shall—

(i) notify the registration officer of the fact that he will be so liable on 1st April
1989 or (as the case may be) that he has become so liable on or after that date,
within one month of the occurrence of that fact; and

(ii) supply the registration officer with such information as the registration officer
may require for the purpose of preparing the entry in the register relating to
the person within such period as may be prescribed.

(2) Every person registered as being liable to pay any of the community charges shall
notify the registration officer of any change which requires to be made to any entry
relating to him in the register within one month after the event which gives rise to
the change.

F53(2A) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3) Where an entry in the register shows that a person is liable to pay any of the community
charges for a period (“the backdated period”) commencing on a date prior to the date
on which the entry is made and no such payment has been made—

(a) he shall pay to the levying authority the amount of any of the community
charges which he is liable to pay for the backdated period, together with [F54,
unless he satisfies the levying authority that he has a reasonable excuse for
not having been registered,] interest thereon at such rate or rates as may be
prescribed, in respect of the period commencing one month after the date
shown on the register as the date from which he is liable to pay the community
charge and ending on the date on which the entry is made in the register; and

(b) if the backdated period is three months or more the levying authority, unless
the person satisfies them that he has a reasonable excuse for not having been
registered, shall require the person to pay them, in addition to the amount to be
paid under paragraph (a) above, a surcharge equal to 30 per cent of the amount
of the community charge which the person is liable to pay for the backdated
period or, if it is greater, a surcharge of £50,

which shall be a debt due to the levying authority recoverable by them as such as if
it were arrears of community charges; and where the levying authority is a regional
council they shall account to the council of each district in their region for any sum
paid under paragraph (a) above which relates to any of the district community charges.
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(4) For the purposes of subsection (3) above—
(a) different rates of interest may be prescribed from time to time; and
(b) for the amount of 30 per cent or £50 (or for such amount as may be substituted

such amount as may be prescribed.

(5) A person who is required to pay any sum of money under subsection (3) above may
appeal to the sheriff.

Textual Amendments
F52 Words substituted by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42, SIF 81:2), s. 145, Sch. 6 para.

10
F53 S. 18(2A): the repeal of the Act by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 117(2), Sch.14

(with s. 118(1)(2)(4) and saving in s. 118(3)) was brought into force (1.4.1993) as regards s. 18(2A)
(which was inserted by 1988 c. 41, s. 137, Sch. 12 para. 27) by S.I. 1993/575, art. 2(d),Sch. (with
saving in arts. 4, 5)

F54 Words inserted by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42, SIF 81:2), s. 145, Sch. 6 para. 11

[F5518A Obtaining of information generally.

(1) The registration officer may require any person whom he reasonably believes is,
has been or is about to be resident in the registration area to supply to him such
information—

(a) as the registration officer may reasonably require for the purposes of the
exercise of his functions under this Act; and

(b) as is in the possession or control of such person.

(2) A person required to supply any information in pursuance of subsection (1) above
shall supply the information within such period, not being less than 21 days, as the
registration officer may require.

(3) Subsections (10) to (12) of section 17 of this Act shall have effect for the purposes of
this section as they have for the purposes of that section; and for the purposes of this
section any reference in those subsections—

(a) to a responsible person shall be construed as a reference to a person required
to supply information under subsection (1) above;

(b) to the prescribed period shall be construed as a reference to the period
mentioned in subsection (2) above; and

(c) to a requirement under subsection (5) shall be construed as a reference to a
requirement under subsection (1) above.]

Textual Amendments
F55 S. 18A inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

28

19 Effect of register.

Subject to the provisions of sections 16 and 29 of this Act, the register shall for the
purposes of this Act be conclusive on the following matters—
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(a) that a person registered in it as being liable to pay any community charge is
so liable;

(b) the date as from which a person so registered is so liable;
(c) the collective community charge multiplier for the time being specified in the

register as having effect in relation to any premises in respect of which the
collective community charge is payable.

20 Inspection of register.

(1) Subject to subsection (2) below, only the person registered in the register shall have
the right to inspect the whole of each entry in the register relating to him.

(2) The following persons shall also be entitled to inspect the register to the extent
specified—

(a) [F56subject to section 20A of this Act and with effect from the prescribed date]
a member of the public shall be entitled to inspect only those parts of the
register which specify—

[F57(i) the addresses of premises in the registration area;
(ii) the name of any person appearing in an entry relating to such premises

(but not so as to enable him to ascertain whether that person resides
at the address of such premises [F58or the sex of that person]); and

(iii) the collective community charge multiplier determined for the time
being in relation to any premises (other than premises of such class
or classes as may be prescribed) in respect of which a collective
community charge is payable.

Provided that no new entry, or amendment of an entry which consists in whole or in
part in a change of the address of the sole or main residence of a registered person,
shall be available for inspection under this paragraph until after the end of a period of
28 days starting with the date of the notice relating to the entry under section 15(5)
of this Act.]

(b) a local authority shall be entitled to inspect such part of the register as relates to
premises within their area for the purpose of determining, levying or collecting
any community charge;

(c) the assessor or electoral registration officer shall be entitled to inspect the
whole register for the registration area which comprises or forms part of
their area for the purposes of exercising the functions of either of those
offices [F59other than any entry which is a special entry within the meaning
of section 20A of this Act].

[F60(d) any such other person as may be prescribed shall be entitled to inspect the
register to such extent and for such purposes as may be prescribed.]

(3) The register shall be available for inspection to the extent permitted by subsections (1)
and (2) above at the office of the registration officer F61. . . at all reasonable hours; F61. . .

[F62(3A) Without prejudice to subsection (3) above, the register shall be available for inspection
to the extent permitted by subsections (1) and (2) above in such circumstances,
subject to such restrictions and in such other places in the registration area as may be
prescribed.

(3B) In relation to as much of the register as is kept otherwise than in documentary form,
a right of inspection conferred by this section is a right to inspect the information in
the register in legible form.]
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[F63(4) The Secretary of State may, by regulations, require the registration officer to make
such extracts of the register as may be prescribed, containing the information which
is available at the date on which the extract is made for inspection by members of the
public under subsection (2)(a) above.

(5) Regulations made under subsection (4) above may prescribe—
(a) such date or dates in each financial year on which an extract is to be made;
(b) such requirements as to publication of the effect of such regulations as the

Secretary of State thinks fit; and
(c) that the regional or islands council shall make the extract available for

inspection by members of the public to such extent and at such times and
places as may be prescribed.]

(6) A person shall be entitled to obtain a copy, or a copy certified by or on behalf of the
registration officer (a “certified copy”), of any entry in the register which he is entitled
by virtue of subsection (1) or (2) above to inspect, on payment of the fee.

(7) Where the register is kept otherwise than in documentary form the reference to a copy
F61. . . or certified copy is a reference to a copy or certified copy in a form in which
it is legible and can be taken away.

(8) A copy of an entry in the register which is supplied under subsection (6) above and
which purports to be a certified copy shall be deemed, unless the contrary is shown,
to be so certified and shall be sufficient evidence of the matters contained in the entry.

(9) The fee payable for a copy or a certified copy shall be such as may be prescribed and
different fees may be prescribed for a copy and for a certified copy and it may be
prescribed that no fee shall be payable in any case or classes of case.

F64(10) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(11) The Keeper shall not, except as may be prescribed—
(a) make any register sent to him under subsection (10) above available for

inspection; nor
(b) issue under section 9 of the M4Public Records (Scotland) Act 1937 extracts or

certified copies of such a register.

Textual Amendments
F56 Words inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

29(2)(a)
F57 S. 20(2)(a)(i)–(iii) substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137,

Sch. 12 para. 29(2)(b)
F58 Words inserted by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42, SIF 81:2), s. 145, Sch. 6 para. 22
F59 Words added by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

29(3)
F60 S. 20(2)(d) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12

para. 29(4)
F61 Words repealed by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 149, Sch. 13 Pt.

IV
F62 S. 20(3A)(3B) inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch.

12 para. 29(5)
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F63 S. 20(4)(5) substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch.
12 para. 29(6)

F64 S. 20(10): the repeal of the Act by the Local Government and Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 117(2),
Sch.14 (with s. 118(1)(2)(4) and saving in s. 118(3)) was brought into force (1.4.1993) as regards s.
20(10) by S.I. 1993/575, art. 2(5),Sch.

Marginal Citations
M4 1937 c. 43.

[F6520A Exemption from inspection.

(1) Where this section applies to a registered person the registration officer shall, as soon
as it is reasonably practicable for him to do so, exclude from the right of inspection
by a member of the public under section 20(2)(a) of this Act the entry in the register
relating to that person, and in this section such an entry is referred to as a “special
entry”.

(2) This section applies to any registered person—
(a) who has made an application under subsection (3) below and whose

application has not been finally determined;
(b) in respect of whom the registration officer, or the sheriff on an appeal under

subsection (6) below, has determined that the entry relating to him should be
a special entry,

until, in a case to which paragraph (a) applies, on the final determination of the
application it is refused or, in a case to which paragraph (b) applies, the determination
that the entry be a special entry is revoked or, in any case, the registered person notifies
the registration officer that he no longer desires that the entry relating to him be a
special entry.

(3) Any registered person who falls within such class or classes of person as the Secretary
of State may prescribe may make an application to the registration officer for a
determination that the entry relating to that person be a special entry.

(4) An application under subsection (3) above—
(a) shall state the reasons why it is desired that the entry be a special entry;
(b) shall be accompanied by any relevant documents or evidence;
(c) shall be dealt with by the registration officer in such manner and within such

period as may be prescribed,
and no such application shall be made after an application which has been refused
until the end of such period as may be prescribed without the prior approval of the
registration officer.

(5) If the registration officer is satisfied that the person making the application falls within
subsection (3) above he shall grant the application and determine that the entry relating
to that person be a special entry.

(6) If the registration officer refuses an application the person making the application may
appeal against the refusal to the sheriff of any sheriffdom which wholly or partly falls
within the registration area; and the sheriff may determine that the entry be a special
entry or may refuse the application.
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(7) Where it appears to the registration officer that a person to whom a special entry relates
has ceased to fall within subsection (3) above he shall, subject to subsection (8) below,
revoke the determination that the entry be a special entry.

(8) Where it appears to the registration officer as mentioned in subsection (7) above, he
shall notify the person to whom the entry relates that he is required to revoke the
determination, and the person—

(a) may apply to the registration officer in such manner and within such period as
may be prescribed not to revoke the determination and the registration officer
shall determine the application in such manner and within such period as may
be prescribed; and

(b) may appeal against a determination by the registration officer under
paragraph (a) above to the sheriff of any sheriffdom which wholly or partly
falls within the registration area.

(9) Subject to subsection (10) below, rules of court may provide for the procedure to be
followed in any proceedings in the Court of Session or before the sheriff arising from
this section.

(10) An appeal under subsection (6) or (8)(b) above and any appeal under section 29(2)
of this Act against a decision of the sheriff under this section shall be heard and
determined in private unless the sheriff or, as the case may be, the Court of Session
otherwise directs.

(11) For the purposes of this section an application is finally determined if it has been
refused by the registration officer and—

(a) the time limit for appealing against the refusal has expired without an appeal
having been made; or

(b) where an appeal is made all proceedings arising from the appeal (including
any proceedings on an appeal under section 29(2) of this Act) have been
concluded.]

Textual Amendments
F65 S. 20A inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

30

[F6620B Information concerning Social Security.

(1) Regulations under this section may prescribe that the Secretary of State may,
notwithstanding any duty of confidentiality, supply relevant information to the
registration officer.

(2) For the purposes of this section, information is relevant information if—
(a) it was obtained by the Secretary of State in exercising his functions under the

M5Social Security Act 1986 [F67the Social Security Contributions and Benefits
Act 1992 or the Social Security Administration Act 1992];

(b) the Secretary of State believes it would be useful to the registration officer in
exercising his functions under this Act; and

(c) it falls within a prescribed description.]
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Textual Amendments
F66 S. 20B inserted by Local Government Finance Act 1988 (c. 41, SIF 81:1; 103:2), s. 137, Sch. 12 para.

31
F67 Words in s. 20B(2)(a) added (1.7.1992) by Social Security (Consequential Provisions) Act 1992 (c. 6),

s. 4, Sch. 2 para.87.

Marginal Citations
M5 1986 c. 50.(113:1).

[F6820C Registration officer: provision of information to Secretary of State.

(1) Subsection (2) below applies where—
(a) the Secretary of State serves a notice on the registration officer requiring him

to supply to the Secretary of State information specified in the notice;
(b) the information is in the possession or control of the registration officer and

was obtained by him for the purpose of carrying out his functions under this
Act; and

(c) the information is not personal information.

(2) The registration officer shall supply the information required, and shall do so in such
form and manner and at such time as the Secretary of State specifies in the notice.

(3) Regulations under this section may include provision that the registration officer
may—

(a) supply relevant information to any person who requests it;
(b) charge a prescribed fee for supplying the information.

(4) Information is relevant information if—
(a) it was obtained by the registration officer for the purpose of carrying out his

functions under this Act; and
(b) it is not personal information.

(5) Personal information is information which relates to an individual (living or dead)
who can be identified from that information or from that and other information
supplied to any person by the registration officer; and personal information includes
any expression of opinion about the individual and any indication of the intentions of
any person in respect of the individual.]

Textual Amendments
F68 S. 20C inserted by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c. 42, SIF 81:2), s. 145, Sch. 6 para. 27

Levy, collection, payment and recovery of community charges

21 Levy, collection, payment and recovery of community charges.

Schedule 2 to this Act has effect.
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Reduction of community charges

22 Reduction of community charges.

Schedule 3 to this Act has effect for the purpose of making provision as to the reduction
of community charges where the Secretary of State is satisfied, in accordance with that
Schedule, that the total estimated expenses mentioned in section 9(2) of this Act of
a local authority are excessive [F69or that an increase in those expenses is excessive],
and for related purposes.

Textual Amendments
F69 Words in s. 22 substituted (25.9.1991) by Local Government Finance and Valuation Act 1991 (c. 51,

SIF 81:1,2), ss. 2(1), 7(5)
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