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Criminal Justice Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 33

PART XI

MISCELLANEOUS

Reports of criminal proceedings

159 Crown Court proceedings— orders restricting or preventing reports or
restricting public access

(1) A person aggrieved may appeal to the Court of Appeal, if that court grants leave,
against—

(a) an order under section 4 or 11 of the Contempt of Court Act 1981 made in
relation to a trial on indictment;

(b) any order restricting the access of the public to the whole or any part of a trial
on indictment or to any proceedings ancillary to such a trial; and

(c) any order restricting the publication of any report of the whole or any part of
a trial on indictment or any such ancillary proceedings;

and the decision of the Court of Appeal shall be final.

(2) Subject to Rules of Court, the jurisdiction of the Court of Appeal under this section
shall be exercised by the criminal division of the Court, and references to the Court of
Appeal in this section shall be construed as references to that division.

(3) On an application for leave to appeal under this section a judge shall have power to
give such directions as appear to him to be appropriate and, without prejudice to the
generality of this subsection, power—

(a) to order the production in court of any transcript or note of proceedings or
other document;

(b) to give directions as to persons who are to be parties to the appeal or who may
be parties to it if they wish and as to service of documents on any person;

and the Court of Appeal shall have the same powers as the single judge.
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(4) Subject to Rules of Court made by virtue of subsection (6) below, any party to an
appeal under this section may give evidence before the Court of Appeal orally or in
writing.

(5) On the hearing of an appeal under this section the Court of Appeal shall have power—
(a) to stay any proceedings in any other court until after the appeal is disposed of;
(b) to confirm, reverse or vary the order complained of; and
(c) to make such order as to costs as it thinks fit.

(6) Without prejudice to the generality of section 84 of the Supreme Court Act 1981,
Rules of Court may make in relation to trials satisfying specified conditions special
provision as to the practice and procedure to be followed in relation to hearings in
camera and appeals from orders for such hearings and may in particular, but without
prejudice to the generality of this subsection, provide that subsection (4) above shall
not have effect.

(7) In the application of this section to Northern Ireland—
(a) subsection (2) shall be omitted; and
(b) the reference in subsection (6) to section 84 of the Supreme Court Act 1981

shall be construed as a reference to sections 52 and 55 of the Judicature
(Northern Ireland) Act 1978.


