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Education Reform Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 40

PART I

SCHOOLS

CHAPTER IV

GRANT-MAINTAINED SCHOOLS

Government, powers and conduct

57 Powers of the governing body

(1) The governing body of a grant-maintained school shall have power to conduct a school
of the same description, subject to any changes authorised under section 89 or 91 of
this Act, as the school immediately before it became a grant-maintained school.

(2) The school conducted by the governing body of a grant-maintained school shall be
regarded for the purposes of subsection (1) above as remaining of the same description
as the school immediately before it became a grant-maintained school if no changes
are made in the character or premises of the school which require to be authorised
under either of those sections.

(3) Subject to subsection (4) below and to any provision made by the instrument or articles
of government of the school, the governing body of such a school shall have power
to do anything which appears to them to be necessary or expedient for the purpose
of or in connection with the conduct of the school as for the time being constituted,
including in particular power—

(a) to assume the conduct as from the incorporation date in relation to the school
of the school as constituted immediately before that date, and for that purpose
to receive any property, rights and liabilities transferred to the governing body
under section 74 of this Act;

(b) to acquire and dispose of land and other property;
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(c) to enter into contracts, including in particular contracts for the employment
of teachers and other staff;

(d) to invest any sums not immediately required for the purposes of meeting the
expenses of conducting the school or any liability transferred to the governing
body under section 74 of this Act; and

(e) to accept gifts of money, land or other property and apply it, or hold and
administer it on trust, for any such purposes.

(4) Subsection (3) above does not confer power to borrow money; and the power under
paragraph (b) of that subsection to dispose of land—

(a) does not include power to grant any mortgage, charge or other security in
respect of any land; and

(b) may only be exercised with the written consent of the Secretary of State.

(5) Without prejudice to subsection (3) above, but subject to any provision made by the
instrument or articles of government of the school, the governing body of a grant-
maintained school shall also have power to provide education at the school which is
neither primary nor secondary education, provided that they do so as agents for a local
education authority under arrangements made with the authority for the purpose.


