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SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE 5

PATENTS: MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS

Proceedings before the court or the comptroller

26 In the Patents Act 1977, after section 99 (general powers of the court) insert—

“99A Power of Patents Court to order report

(1) Rules of court shall make provision empowering the Patents Court in any
proceedings before it under this Act, on or without the application of any
party, to order the Patent Office to inquire into and report on any question
of fact or opinion.

(2) Where the court makes such an order on the application of a party, the fee
payable to the Patent Office shall be at such rate as may be determined in
accordance with rules of court and shall be costs of the proceedings unless
otherwise ordered by the court.

(3) Where the court makes such an order of its own motion, the fee payable to
the Patent Office shall be at such rate as may be determined by the Lord
Chancellor with the approval of the Treasury and shall be paid out of money
provided by Parliament.

99B Power of Court of Session to order report

(1) In any proceedings before the Court of Session under this Act the court may,
either of its own volition or on the application of any party, order the Patent
Office to inquire into and report on any question of fact or opinion.

(2) Where the court makes an order under subsection (1) above of its own
volition the fee payable to the Patent Office shall be at such rate as may be
determined by the Lord President of the Court of Session with the consent of
the Treasury and shall be defrayed out of moneys provided by Parliament.

(3) Where the court makes an order under subsection (1) above on the
application of a party, the fee payable to the Patent Office shall be at such
rate as may be provided for in rules of court and shall be treated as expenses
in the cause.”.



