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Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 48

PART I

COPYRIGHT

CHAPTER IX

QUALIFICATION FOR AND EXTENT OF COPYRIGHT PROTECTION

Extent and application of this Part

160 Denial of copyright protection to citizens of countries not giving adequate
protection to British works.

(1) If it appears to Her Majesty that the law of a country fails to give adequate protection
to British works to which this section applies, or to one or more classes of such works,
Her Majesty may make provision by Order in Council in accordance with this section
restricting the rights conferred by this Part in relation to works of authors connected
with that country.

(2) An Order in Council under this section shall designate the country concerned and
provide that, for the purposes specified in the Order, works first published after a date
specified in the Order shall not be treated as qualifying for copyright protection by
virtue of such publication if at that time the authors are—

(a) citizens or subjects of that country (not domiciled or resident in the United
Kingdom or another country to which the relevant provisions of this Part
extend), or

(b) bodies incorporated under the law of that country;
and the Order may make such provision for all the purposes of this Part or for such
purposes as are specified in the Order, and either generally or in relation to such class
of cases as are specified in the Order, having regard to the nature and extent of that
failure referred to in subsection (1).
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(3) This section applies to literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works, sound recordings
and films; and “British works” means works of which the author was a qualifying
person at the material time within the meaning of section 154.

(4) A statutory instrument containing an Order in Council under this section shall be
subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Pt. 1 extended (with modifications) (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to

Other Countries) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 4 (with art. 13)
C2 Pt. 1 restricted (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to Other Countries) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 6 (with art. 13)
C3 Pt. 1 restricted (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to Other Countries) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 9 (with art. 13)
C4 Pt. 1 extended (with modifications) (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to

Other Countries) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 7 (with art. 13)
C5 Pt. 1 restricted (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to Other Countries) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 2 (with art. 13)
C6 Pt. 1 restricted (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to Other Countries) Order

2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 3 (with art. 13)
C7 Pt. 1 extended (with modifications) (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to

Other Countries) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 5, Sch. Pt. 1 (with art. 13)
C8 Pt. 1 applied (with modifications) (6.4.2017) by The Copyright and Performances (Application to

Other Countries) Order 2016 (S.I. 2016/1219), arts. 1(1), 8 (with art. 13)
C9 Pt. 1: power to extend conferred (27.4.2017) by Digital Economy Act 2017 (c. 30), ss. 118(1),

119(7)(8)(a)
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