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Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 48

PART I

COPYRIGHT

CHAPTER II

RIGHTS OF COPYRIGHT OWNER

The acts restricted by copyright

18 Infringement by issue of copies to the public.

(1) The issue to the public of copies of the work is an act restricted by the copyright in
every description of copyright work.

[F1[F2(2) References in this Part to the issue to the public of copies of a work are to the act
of putting into circulation in the United Kingdom copies not previously put into
circulation in [F3the United Kingdom or] the EEA by or with the consent of the
copyright owner.]

(3) References in this Part to the issue to the public of copies of a work do not include—
(a) any subsequent distribution, sale, hiring or loan of copies previously put into

circulation (but see section 18A: infringement by rental or lending) F4...
F5(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F6...]
F7[(4) References in this Part to the issue of copies of a work include the issue of the original.]

Textual Amendments
F1 S. 18(2)(3) substituted (1.12.1996) by S.I. 1996/2967, reg. 9(2) (with Pt. III)
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F2 S. 18(2) substituted (11.10.2018) by The Copyright and Related Rights (Marrakesh Treaty etc.)
(Amendment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/995), regs. 1(2), 3(2)

F3 Words in s. 18(2) inserted (31.1.2020) by The Intellectual Property (Exhaustion of Rights) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/265), regs. 1, 4(2); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F4 Word in s. 18(3)(a) omitted (11.10.2018) by virtue of The Copyright and Related Rights (Marrakesh
Treaty etc.) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/995), regs. 1(2), 3(3)(a)

F5 S. 18(3)(b) omitted (11.10.2018) by virtue of The Copyright and Related Rights (Marrakesh Treaty
etc.) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/995), regs. 1(2), 3(3)(b)

F6 Words in s. 18(3) omitted (11.10.2018) by virtue of The Copyright and Related Rights (Marrakesh
Treaty etc.) (Amendment) Regulations 2018 (S.I. 2018/995), regs. 1(2), 3(3)(c)

F7 S. 18(4) added (1.12.1996) by S.I. 1996/2967, reg. 9(3) (with Pt. III)
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