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Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 48

PART I

COPYRIGHT

CHAPTER III

ACTS PERMITTED IN RELATION TO COPYRIGHT WORKS

General

29 Research and private study.

(1) Fair dealing with a literary [F1work, other than a database, or a] dramatic, musical
or artistic work for the purposes of research or private study does not infringe any
copyright in the work or, in the case of a published edition, in the typographical
arrangement.

[F2(1A) Fair dealing with a database for the purposes of research or private study does not
infringe any copyright in the database provided that the source is indicated.]

(2) Fair dealing with the typographical arrangement of a published edition for the purposes
mentioned in subsection (1) does not infringe any copyright in the arrangement.

(3) Copying by a person other than the researcher or student himself is not fair dealing if—
(a) in the case of a librarian, or a person acting on behalf of a librarian, he does

anything which regulations under section 40 would not permit to be done
under section 38 or 39 (articles or parts of published works: restriction on
multiple copies of same material), or

(b) in any other case, the person doing the copying knows or has reason to believe
that it will result in copies of substantially the same material being provided
to more than one person at substantially the same time and for substantially
the same purpose.
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[F3(4) It is not fair dealing—
(a) to convert a computer program expressed in a low level language into a

version expressed in a higher level language, or
(b) incidentally in the course of so converting the program, to copy it,

(these acts being permitted if done in accordance with section 50B (decompilation)).]

[F4(5) The doing of anything in relation to a database for the purposes of research for a
commercial purpose is not fair dealing with the database.]
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