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Road Traffic Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 52

PART I

PRINCIPAL ROAD SAFETY PROVISIONS

Stopping on verges, etc., or in dangerous positions, etc.

21 Prohibition of driving or parking on cycle tracks

(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, any person who, without lawful authority,
drives or parks a motor vehicle wholly or partly on a cycle track is guilty of an offence.

(2) A person shall not be convicted of an offence under subsection (1) above with respect
to a vehicle if he proves to the satisfaction of the court—

(a) that the vehicle was driven or (as the case may be) parked in contravention of
that subsection for the purpose of saving life, or extinguishing fire or meeting
any other like emergency, or

(b) that the vehicle was owned or operated by a highway authority or by a person
discharging functions on behalf of a highway authority and was driven or (as
the case may be) parked in contravention of that subsection in connection
with the carrying out by or on behalf of that authority of any of the following,
that is, the cleansing, maintenance or improvement of, or the maintenance
or alteration of any structure or other work situated in, the cycle track or its
verges, or

(c) that the vehicle was owned or operated by statutory undertakers and was
driven or (as the case may be) parked in contravention of that subsection
in connection with the carrying out by those undertakers of any works in
relation to any apparatus belonging to or used by them for the purpose of their
undertaking.

(3) In this section—
(a) “cycle track” and other expressions used in this section and in the Highways

Act 1980 have the same meaning as in that Act,



2 Road Traffic Act 1988 (c. 52)
Part I – Principal Road Safety Provisions

Document Generated: 2024-02-26
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(b) in subsection (2)(c) above “statutory undertakers” means any body who are
statutory undertakers within the meaning of the Highways Act 1980, any
sewerage authority within the meaning of that Act or the operator of a
telecommunications code system (as defined by paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 4
to the Telecommunications Act 1984), and in relation to any such sewerage
authority “apparatus” includes sewers or sewerage disposal works.

(4) This section does not extend to Scotland.


