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Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988
1988 CHAPTER 53

PART III

FIXED PENALTIES

Miscellaneous

89 Interpretation.

(1) In this Part of this Act—
[F1“the applicable Community rules” [F2has the meaning given by

section 103(1) of the Transport Act 1968],]
F3...
[F4[F5 “British Transport Police” means the force of constables appointed

under the British Transport Commission Act 1949 (c. xxix);]]
[F6 “chief constable” means, in Scotland in relation to any conditional offer,

the chief constable [F7of the Police Service of Scotland].]
“chief officer of police” F8... means, in relation to any fixed penalty notice

[F9, notice to owner or conditional offer], the chief officer of police for the
police area in which the fixed penalty offence in question is alleged to have
been committed,

[F10“the Community Drivers’ Hours Regulation” means Regulation (EC)
No 561/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15th March
2006 on the harmonisation of certain social legislation relating to road
transport (and amending and repealing certain Council Regulations), as
amended from time to time,]

[F10“contracting F11... country” means a country F12... which is a contracting
party to—

(a) the European Agreement concerning the Work of Crews of Vehicles
engaged in International Road Transport of 1st July 1970, as amended;
F13...

(b) F13...]
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“court of summary jurisdiction” has the same meaning as in
[F14section 307(1) of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995],

“driver” except in section 62 of this Act means, in relation to an alleged
fixed penalty offence, the person by whom, assuming the offence to have been
committed, it was committed,

F15. . .
“petty sessions area” has the same meaning as in the M1Magistrates’ Courts

Act 1980, and
“proceedings”, except in relation to proceedings for enforcing payment of

a sum registered under section 71 of this Act, means criminal proceedings.
[F16“vehicle examiner” means an examiner appointed under section 66A of

the Road Traffic Act 1988.]

(2) In this Part of this Act—
(a) references to a notice requesting a hearing in respect of an offence are

references to a notice indicating that the person giving the notice wishes to
contest liability for the offence or seeks a determination by a court with respect
to the appropriate punishment for the offence,

(b) references to an offence include an alleged offence, and
(c) references to the person who is or was at any time the registered keeper of a

vehicle are references to the person in whose name the vehicle is or was at
that time registered under [F17the Vehicle Excise and Registration Act 1994].

[F18(3) For the purposes of this Part of this Act, a person commits a “Community drivers’
hours offence” if the person commits a fixed penalty offence under—

(a) section 96(11A) of the Transport Act 1968 (permitted driving time and periods
of duty);

(b) section 98(4)(b) of the Transport Act 1968 (written records);
(c) section 99C of the Transport Act 1968 (failure to comply with prohibition),

where the prohibition is imposed under section 99A(1)(b)(ii); or
(d) section 3(1) of the Road Traffic (Foreign Vehicles) Act 1972 (enforcement

provisions) where the offence arises as a result of a contravention of the
applicable Community rules.]
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