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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 1 Section 5.

THE AUTHORITY: SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Status and capacity
1 The Authority shall not be regarded as the servant or agent of the Crown, or as

enjoying any status, privilege or immunity of the Crown; and its property shall not
be regarded as property of, or property held on behalf of, the Crown.

2 The Authority shall have power to do anything which is calculated to facilitate the
discharge of its functions, or is incidental or conducive to their discharge, except
the power to borrow money.

Expenses
3 The Secretary of State may, with the consent of the Treasury, pay the Authority out

of money provided by Parliament such sums as he thinks fit towards its expenses.

Appointment of members
4 (1) All the members of the Authority (including the chairman and deputy chairman who

shall be appointed as such) shall be appointed by the Secretary of State.

(2) In making appointments the Secretary of State shall have regard to the desirability
of ensuring that the proceedings of the Authority, and the discharge of its functions,
are informed by the views of both men and women.

(3) The following persons are disqualified for being appointed as chairman or deputy
chairman of the Authority—

(a) any person who is, or has been, a medical practitioner registered under the
Medical Act 1983 (whether fully, provisionally or with limited registration),
or under any repealed enactment from which a provision of that Act is
derived,

(b) any person who is, or has been, concerned with keeping or using gametes or
embryos outside the body, and

(c) any person who is, or has been, directly concerned with commissioning or
funding any research involving such keeping or use, or who has actively
participated in any decision to do so.

(4) The Secretary of State shall secure that at least one-third but fewer than half of the
other members of the Authority fall within sub-paragraph (3)(a), (b) or (c) above,
and that at least one member falls within each of paragraphs (a) and (b).
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Tenure of office
5 (1) Subject to the following provisions of this paragraph, a person shall hold and vacate

office as a member of the Authority in accordance with the terms of his appointment.

(2) A person shall not be appointed as a member of the Authority for more than three
years at a time.

(3) A member may at any time resign his office by giving notice to the Secretary of State.

(4) A person who ceases to be a member of the Authority shall be eligible for re-
appointment (whether or not in the same capacity).

(5) If the Secretary of State is satisfied that a member of the Authority—
(a) has been absent from meetings of the Authority for six consecutive months

or longer without the permission of the Authority, or
(b) has become bankrupt or made an arrangement with his creditors, or, in

Scotland, has had his estate sequestrated or has granted a trust deed for or
entered into an arrangement with his creditors, or

(c) is unable or unfit to discharge the functions of a member,
the Secretary of State may declare his office as a member of the Authority vacant,
and notify the declaration in such manner as he thinks fit; and thereupon the office
shall become vacant.

Disqualification of members of Authority for House
of Commons and Northern Ireland Assembly

6 In Part II of Schedule 1 to the House of Commons Disqualification Act 1975 and in
Part II of Schedule 1 to the Northern Ireland Assembly Disqualification Act 1975
(bodies of which all members are disqualified) the following entry shall be inserted
at the appropriate place in alphabetical order—

“The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority”.

Remuneration and pensions of members
7 (1) The Authority may—

(a) pay to the chairman such remuneration, and
(b) pay or make provision for paying to or in respect of the chairman or any

other member such pensions, allowances, fees, expenses or gratuities,
as the Secretary of State may, with the approval of the Treasury, determine.

(2) Where a person ceases to be a member of the Authority otherwise than on the expiry
of his term of office and it appears to the Secretary of State that there are special
circumstances which make it right for him to receive compensation, the Authority
may make to him a payment of such amount as the Secretary of State may, with the
consent of the Treasury, determine.

Staff
8 (1) The Authority may appoint such employees as it thinks fit, upon such terms and

conditions as the Authority, with the approval of the Secretary of State and the
consent of the Treasury, may determine.
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(2) The Authority shall secure that any employee whose function is, or whose functions
include, the inspection of premises is of such character, and is so qualified by training
and experience, as to be a suitable person to perform that function.

(3) The Authority shall, as regards such of its employees as with the approval of the
Secretary of State it may determine, pay to or in respect of them such pensions,
allowances or gratuities (including pensions, allowances or gratuities by way of
compensation for loss of employment), or provide and maintain for them such
pension schemes (whether contributory or not), as may be so determined.

(4) If an employee of the Authority—
(a) is a participant in any pension scheme applicable to that employment, and
(b) becomes a member of the Authority,

he may, if the Secretary of State so determines, be treated for the purposes of the
pension scheme as if his service as a member of the Authority were service as
employee of the Authority, whether or not any benefits are to be payable to or in
respect of him by virtue of paragraph 7 above.

Proceedings
9 (1) The Authority may regulate its own proceedings, and make such arrangements as it

thinks appropriate for the discharge of its functions.

(2) The Authority may pay to the members of any committee or sub-committee such
fees and allowances as the Secretary of State may, with the consent of the Treasury,
determine.

10 (1) A member of the Authority who is in any way directly or indirectly interested in a
licence granted or proposed to be granted by the Authority shall, as soon as possible
after the relevant circumstances have come to his knowledge, disclose the nature of
his interest to the Authority.

(2) Any disclosure under sub-paragraph (1) above shall be recorded by the Authority.

(3) Except in such circumstances (if any) as may be determined by the Authority under
paragraph 9(1) above, the member shall not participate after the disclosure in any
deliberation or decision of the Authority or any licence committee with respect to
the licence, and if he does so the deliberation or decision shall be of no effect.

11 The validity of any proceedings of the Authority, or of any committee or sub-
committee, shall not be affected by any vacancy among the members or by any
defect in the appointment of a member.

Instruments
12 The fixing of the seal of the Authority shall be authenticated by the signature of

the chairman or deputy chairman of the Authority or some other member of the
Authority authorised by the Authority to act for that purpose.

13 A document purporting to be duly executed under the seal of the Authority, or to be
signed on the Authority’s behalf, shall be received in evidence and shall be deemed
to be so executed or signed unless the contrary is proved.
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Investigation by Parliamentary Commissioner
14 The Authority shall be subject to investigation by the Parliamentary Commissioner

and accordingly, in Schedule 2 to the Parliamentary Commissioner Act 1967 (which
lists the authorities subject to investigation under that Act), the following entry shall
be inserted at the appropriate place in alphabetical order—

“Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority”.


