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Environmental Protection Act 1990
1990 CHAPTER 43

PART I

INTEGRATED POLLUTION CONTROL AND AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Preliminary

2 Prescribed processes and prescribed substances.

[F1(1) The Secretary of State may, by regulations, prescribe any description of process as a
process for the carrying on of which after a prescribed date an authorisation is required
under section 6 below.

(2) Regulations under subsection (1) above may frame the description of a process by
reference to any characteristics of the process or the area or other circumstances in
which the process is carried on or the description of person carrying it on.

(3) Regulations under subsection (1) above may prescribe or provide for the determination
under the regulations of different dates for different descriptions of persons and may
include such transitional provisions as the Secretary of State considers necessary or
expedient as respects the making of applications for authorisations and suspending the
application of section 6(1) below until the determination of applications made within
the period allowed by the regulations.

(4) Regulations under subsection (1) above shall, as respects each description of process,
designate it as one for central control or one for local control.

(5) The Secretary of State may, by regulations, prescribe any description of substance
as a substance the release of which into the environment is subject to control under
sections 6 and 7 below.

(6) Regulations under subsection (5) above may—
(a) prescribe separately, for each environmental medium, the substances the

release of which into that medium is to be subject to control; and
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(b) provide that a description of substance is only prescribed, for any
environmental medium, so far as it is released into that medium in
such amounts over such periods, in such concentrations or in such other
circumstances as may be specified in the regulations;

and in relation to a substance of a description which is prescribed for releases into the
air, the regulations may designate the substance as one for central control or one for
local control.

(7) In this Part “prescribed substance” means any substance of a description prescribed in
regulations under subsection (5) above or, in the case of a substance of a description
prescribed only for releases in circumstances specified under subsection (6)(b) above,
means any substance of that description which is released in those circumstances.]
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/24/section/7/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/24/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1999/24/section/7/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2015/74
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2015/74/article/2/2/b


Environmental Protection Act 1990 (c. 43)
Document Generated: 2024-04-17

3

Changes to legislation: 
Environmental Protection Act 1990, Section 2 is up to date with all changes known to be in force
on or before 17 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date.
Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 30(4A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(2)
– s. 33ZB(10A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 69(3)(b)
– s. 34ZB(8A) inserted by 2021 c. 30 s. 69(5)(b)
– s. 45A-45AZG substituted for s. 45A by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(4)
– s. 46(2)(a)(b) substituted for words by 2021 c. 30 s. 57(5)
– s. 106A inserted by 2023 c. 6 s. 41(2)
– s. 161(2AA)(2AB) inserted by 2016 anaw 3 s. 69(4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/section/57/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/section/69/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/section/69/5/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/section/57/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2021/30/section/57/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/6/section/41/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2016/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/anaw/2016/3/section/69/4

