Agriculture and Forestry

(Financial Provisions) Act 1991

Section

Rl

CHAPTER 33

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

The Agricultural Mortgage Corporation and Scottish
Agricultural Securities Corporation.

Recovery of cost of supervising Community livestock carcase
grading procedures.

Additional grants for persons entitled to Community suckler cow
premiums.

Grants to verderers of the New Forest.

Short title, commencement and extent.

SCHEDULE:
Agricultural Mortgage Corporation and Scottish Agricultural
Securities Corporation: Repeals.






ELIZABETH I c.33

N
RO\ S
R | K}

Agriculture and Forestry
(Financial Provisions) Act 1991

1991 CHAPTER 33

An Act to repeal the statutory provisions relating to the
Agricultural Mortgage Corporation and the Scottish
Agricultural Securities Corporation; to provide for the recovery
of the cost of government supervision of Community livestock
carcase grading at slaughterhouses; to provide for the making of
additional grants to persons entitled to Community suckler cow
premiums; and to provide for contributions out of the Forestry
Fund towards the expenses of the verderers of the New Forest.

[25th July 1991]

the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with

1.—(1) The enactments mentioned in the Schedule to this Act are
hereby repealed to the extent specified in the third column of that
Schedule.

(2) The repeals in Part I of that Schedule which are of provisions—

(a) authorising the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to
make advances to the Agricultural Mortgage Corporation for
the purpose of establishing a guarantee fund;

(b) enabling the Treasury to procure the underwriting of debentures
issued by that Corporation;

(c) imposing requirements as to the contents of, and requiring the
approval of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and
the Secretary of State (“the Ministers”™) for alterations to, that
Corporation’s memorandum and articles of association; and
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(d) imposing requirements as to the application of that
Corporation’s reserves after the repayment of the advances
mentioned in paragraph (a) above,

shall take effect on such day as may be specified by the Ministers by an
order made by statutory instrument and that day shall not be earlier than
the date on which the Ministers are satisfied that all outstanding amounts
of principal and interest in respect of the advances mentioned in
paragraph (a) above have been repaid.

(3) The repeals in Part II of the Schedule to this Act which are of
provisions in respect of—

(a) mortgages made for securing loans by the Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation; and

(b) certain debentures issued by that Corporation,

shall also take effect on the day specified under subsection (2) above but
do not affect mortgages or debentures which are subsisting when the
repeals take effect.

(4) The repeals in Part III of the Schedule to this Act, which are of
provisions relating to the Scottish Agricultural Securities Corporation
corresponding to those relating to the Agricultural Mortgage
Corporation described in subsection (2) above, shall take effect on such
day as may be specified by the Secretary of State by an order made by
statutory instrument.

(5) The repeals in Part IV of the Schedule to this Act which are
consequential on the other repeals shall take effect, so far as relating to
the Agricultural Mortgage Corporation, on the day specified under
subsection (2) above and, so far as relating to the Scottish Agricultural
Securities Corporation, on the day specified under subsection (4) above.

(6) Clause 9 of the memorandum of association of the Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation and clause 8 of the memorandum of association
of the Scottish Agricultural Securities Corporation (which require
Ministerial approval for alterations of the Corporation’s memorandum
and articles of association) shall not have effect at any time after the repeal
by this section of the statutory provision requiring such approval in the
case of the Corporation in question.

(7) Notwithstanding the repeals in the Schedule to this Act the two
Corporations mentioned in this section shall continue to be treated as
falling within section 16(1)(f) of the Consumer Credit Act 1974 (power to
exempt bodies named in public general Acts).

2.—(1) The Minister may require the occupiers of slaughterhouses at
which livestock carcases are required to be graded in pursuance of any
Community obligation to pay to him in respect of the supervision of the
grading by his officers such fees as he may with the approval of the
Treasury specify.

(2) The fees shall be such as to secure, so far as practicable, that the
amounts payable are sufficient, taking one year with another, to cover the
cost of the supervision referred to in subsection (1) above.
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(3) Different fees may be specified in relation to slaughterhouses of
different classes or descriptions but this section shall not be construed as
requiring the fees payable in the case of any particular slaughterhouse to
be related to the cost of supervision at that slaughterhouse or as
precluding exceptions from the liability to pay fees.

(4) Before making any decision as to the total fees to be recovered
under this section or the method of apportioning them between the
persons liable to pay them the Minister shall consult with such
organisations as appear to him to be representative of those persons.

(5) The Minister may permit payment of any fees under this section by
instalments and arrange for the refund, adjustment, set-off, waiver or
reduction of the whole or part of any such fee in such cases as he may
determine.

(6) The Minister may require the occupiers of slaughterhouses to keep
and preserve such records, to make such annual or other returns and to
provide him with such other information as he may reasonably require for
the purpose of determining whether any and, if so, what fees are payable
by them under this section.

(7) For the purpose of determining whether any and, if so, what fees
are payable under this section by the occupier of any slaughterhouse any
officer of the Minister may, on producing if required written evidence of
his authority—

(a) enter and inspect that slaughterhouse and any carcase in it; and

(b) require the occupier to produce for inspection, and allow the
officer to make a copy of, or extracts from, any records relevant
for that purpose and remove any such record for a reasonable
period.

(8) Any person who—

(a) without reasonable excuse fails to comply with a requirement
imposed under subsection (6) or (7)(b) above; or

(b) intentionally obstructs any officer in the exercise of his powers
under subsection (7)(a) above,

is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

(9) Any person who, for the purpose of avoiding payment, or payment
in full, of any fee for which he is liable under this section, makes a
statement which he knows to be false in a material particular or recklessly
makes a statement which is false in a material particular is guilty of an
offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5
on the standard scale.

(10) Fees received by the Minister by virtue of this section shall be paid
into the Consolidated Fund.

(11) In this section—

“the Minister” means, in relation to England, the Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and, in relation to Wales or
Scotland, the Secretary of State concerned with agriculture in
those parts of the United Kingdom but arrangements may be
made for any function of any of those Ministers or of the officers
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of any of those Ministers to be discharged by another of those
Ministers or, as the case may be, the officers of another of those

Ministers;
“slaughterhouse” has, in England and Wales, the meaning given in
1974 c. 3. section 34 of the Slaughterhouses Act 1974 and, in Scotland, the
1980 c. 13. meaning given by section 22 of the Slaughter of Animals

(Scotland) Act 1980;
“livestock” means cattle, sheep and pigs;
“grading” includes weighing and marking.

Additional grants 3.—(1) The Minister may by regulations made with the consent of the

for persons Treasury make provision for the payment out of money provided by

entitled to Parliament of a grant—

Community . .

suckler cow (a) to any person who under the Community suckler cow scheme is

premiums. entitled to receive a premium financed by the Guarantee Section
of the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund;
and

(b) of an amount not exceeding that which the United Kingdom is
authorised under that scheme to pay by way of additional
premium to any such person.

(2) Regulations under this section may in particular—

(a) require applications for a grant to be made within a specified
period and at specified times;

(b) make provision as to the amount of any grant;

(c) make the payment of a grant subject to compliance with
conditions, including conditions requiring repayment (or
repayment with interest) in specified circumstances;

(d) confer powers of entry and inspection and impose requirements
as to the keeping, preservation and production of records and
other documents for the purpose of verifying entitlement to
grants,

(e) in connection with any provision made by virtue of paragraph
(d) above or the making of false statements for the purpose of
obtaining a grant create offences punishable on summary
conviction with a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard
scale;

(f) make such further incidental and supplementary provision as the
Minister thinks necessary or expedient for the purposes of this
section.

(3) The power to make regulations under this section shall be
exercisable by statutory instrument subject to annulment in pursuance of
a resolution of either House of Parliament.

(4) In this section—

“the Community suckler cow scheme” means the scheme introduced
0.J. No. L140/1. by Council Regulation (EEC) No 1357/80 as subsequently
amended;

“the Minister” means, in relation to England, the Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and, in relation to Wales or
Scotland, the Secretary of State concerned with agriculture in
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those parts of the United Kingdom but regulations under this
section may be made for any two or more of those parts by the
relevant Ministers acting jointly.

4.—(1) The Forestry Commissioners may, with the approval of the
Treasury, make to the verderers of the New Forest such grants as the
Commissioners think fit in respect of expenditure incurred or to be
incurred by the verderers for the purposes of, or in connection with, the
discharge of their functions under the New Forest Acts 1877 to 1970.

(2) Grants under this section shall be made on such terms and
conditions as may be determined by the Commissioners and shall be
defrayed out of the Forestry Fund.

(3) Sums received by the verderers by virtue of this section shall be
carried to the account of the general fund established by the New Forest
Act 1877 and applied accordingly.

5.—(1) This Act may be 01ted as the Agnculture and Forestry
(Financial Provisions) Act 1991.

(2) Section 2 above shall not come into force until the end of the period
of two months beginning with the day on which this Act is passed.

(3) Except for the repeal in the House of Commons Disqualification
Act 1975 this Act does not extend to Northern Ireland.
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1877 c. cxxi.

Short title,
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and extent.
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SCHEDULE

AGRICULTURAL MORTGAGE CORPORATION AND SCOTTISH AGRICULTURAL
SECURITIES CORPORATION: REPEALS

PArTI

:Chapter

Short title

Extent of repeal

18 & 19 Geo.5c.
43.

7& 8 Geo.6c¢. 28.

4 & 5Eliz.2¢. 38.

The Agricultural Credits
Act 1928.

The Agriculture (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act
1944,

The Agricultural Mortgage
Corporation Act 1956.

Sections 1 and 2.
Section 4.

Section 2.

Section 1(1).
Sections 2, 3 and 4.

1976 c. 55. The Agriculture (Miscel- | Section 2.
laneous Provisions) Act
1976.
PART I1
Chapter Short title Extent of repeal
22 & 23 Geo.5c. | The Agricultural Credits | The whole Act.
35. Act 1932,

4 & 5Eliz.2¢c. 38.

The Agricultural Mortgage
Corporation Act 1956.

Section 1(2).

1967 c. 22. The Agriculture Act 1967. In section 68 the words from
“and its application” to
“mortgage”.
ParT IT1
Chapter Short title Extent of repeal
19 & 20 Geo.5¢c. | The Agricultural Credits | Sections 1 and 2.
13. (Scotland) Act 1929. Section 4.
7& 8 Geo.6¢.28. | The Agriculture (Miscel- | Section 8(b).
laneous Provisions) Act
1944,
1967 c. 22. The Agriculture Act 1967. Section 63(2).
PART IV
Chapter Short title Extent of repeal

9 & 10 Eliz.2 c.
62.

1975 c. 24.

The Trustee Investments
Act 1961.

The House of Commons
Disqualification Act 1975.

In Part II of Schedule 1,
paragraph 8.

In Part IIT of Schedule 1, the
entry relating to a

Director of the
Agricultural  Mortgage
Corporation.
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