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SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE 12 Section 30.

MEETINGS AND RESOLUTIONS

Annual general meeting

1 (1) Every friendly society and registered branch shall in each year hold a general meeting
as its annual general meeting (in addition to any other meetings in that year).

(2) Not more than 15 months shall elapse between the date of one annual general meeting
and that of the next.

(3) If an incorporated friendly society holds its first annual general meeting within 18
months of its incorporation, it need not hold it in the year of its incorporation or in
the following year.

(4) If a registered friendly society or registered branch holds its first annual general
meeting within 18 months of its registration under the 1974 Act, it need not hold it
in the year of its registration or in the following year.

2 (1) A meeting to be held as the annual general meeting of a friendly society or registered
branch shall be specified as such in any notice calling it.

(2) Notwithstanding anything in the rules of a friendly society or registered branch,
the business which may be dealt with at the annual general meeting includes any
resolution (whether a special resolution or not).

3 (1) If a friendly society or registered branch fails to hold a meeting as its annual general
meeting in accordance with paragraph 1 above, the society or branch shall be guilty
of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 4 on
the standard scale.

(2) If such default is made, the Commission may—
(a) call, or direct the calling of, an annual general meeting, and

(b) give such ancillary or consequential directions as it thinks expedient,
including directions modifying or supplementing the operation of the rules
of the society concerned in relation to the calling, holding and conducting
of the meeting.

(3) If default is made in complying with any directions of the Commission given under
this paragraph, the society or branch concerned shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale.

Notice for calling meetings

4 (1) A meeting of a friendly society or registered branch must be called by not less than 14
days' notice to members, or such longer period as the rules may require, expiring—

(a) with the date of the meeting; or
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(b) where proxy voting is permitted, with such earlier date as may be specified
by the society, under its rules, as the final date for the receipt of instruments
appointing proxies to vote at the meeting;

and the notice to members of a meeting shall be given in such manner as is prescribed
by the rules of the society or branch.

(2) Where the rules of a friendly society do not provide for the giving of individual
notices to those entitled (when the notice is given) to vote at meetings of any
description, the rules may provide for the giving of notice of such meetings by
advertisement.

(3) If the rules provide for the giving of notice of any meetings by advertisement, the
rules must include provision requiring the necessary advertisements to be inserted—
(a) in at least one newspaper circulating in the areas in which the members of
the society reside; or
(b) where the membership of the society is drawn from a professional body or
wholly or mainly from persons who are or have been engaged in a particular
trade, profession or vocation, in an appropriate professional journal,

as the rules may provide.

(4) The rules of a friendly society or registered branch may provide—
(a) for adjourned meetings to be called without notice or with such notice as the
rules may require;
(b) for meetings to be held at a specified time and place, on such dates as are
prescribed by the rules, either without further notice or with such notice as
the rules may require;

and sub-paragraphs (1) to (3) above shall not apply to meetings held by virtue of
such provision.

(5) This paragraph is without prejudice to any requirement under the rules of a friendly
society or registered branch as to the giving of notice of special resolutions to be
moved, or any other business to be transacted, at a meeting of the society or branch.

Members' entitlement to vote on resolutions

(1) Subject to sub-paragraph (2) below, any provision in the rules of a friendly society
or registered branch is void to the extent that it would have the effect of making the
voting rights conferred on members by the rules conditional upon the amount of their
subscriptions.

(2) Sub-paragraph (1) above shall not apply to any provision in the rules excluding
or limiting the voting rights of members by reference to the amount of their
subscriptions in such cases or circumstances as the Commission may by regulations
prescribe.

(3) In this section “subscription” includes a contribution payment falling to be made by
a member.

Right to demand a poll

(1) Any provision contained in the rules of a friendly society or registered branch shall
be void in so far as it would have the effect either—
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(a) of excluding the right to demand a poll at a meeting of the society on
any question other than the election of a chairman of the meeting or the
adjournment of the meeting; or

(b) of making ineffective a demand for a poll on any such question which is
made by not less than 10 members who are entitled to vote at the meeting or,
in the case of a society whose rules provide for delegate voting, 5 delegates
who are so entitled.

(2) The reference in sub-paragraph (1)(b) above to members includes a reference, where
the rules allow the appointment of proxies, to persons who are duly appointed on
behalf of members entitled to attend and vote at the meeting.

Special resolutions

7 (1) No resolution of a friendly society shall be passed as a special resolution unless—
(a) it is required to be so passed by or under any provision of this Act or the
1974 Act or by the rules of the society;
(b) at least 14 day’s notice, or such longer period as the rules may require,
expiring—
(1) with the date of the meeting at which the resolution is to be moved;
or

(i) where proxy voting is permitted, with such earlier date as may be
specified by the society, under its rules, as the final date for the
receipt of instruments appointing proxies to vote at the meeting;

is given to members in such manner as is prescribed by the rules; and

(c) any such notice (or, in the case of a postal ballot, the ballot papers) includes
a statement that the resolution will not be effective unless it is passed as a
special resolution;

and, in this Act, “special resolution” means a resolution so passed.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3) below, a resolution of a friendly society shall not be
effective as a special resolution unless it is passed by not less than three-quarters of
the number of the members of the society entitled to vote on it and voting either (in
person or by proxy) on a poll at a meeting of the society or in a postal ballot.

(3) Where the rules of a friendly society provide for delegate voting, a resolution shall not
be effective as a special resolution unless it is passed by not less than three quarters
of the number of delegates entitled to vote on the resolution and voting on a poll at
a meeting or in a postal ballot.

(4) Where the rules of a friendly society do not provide for the giving of individual
notices to those entitled (when the notice is given) to vote on special resolutions of
any description, the rules may provide for the giving of notice by advertisement.

(5) If the rules provide for the giving of notice of any special resolutions
by advertisement, the rules must include provision requiring the necessary
advertisements to be inserted—

(a) in at least one newspaper circulating in the areas in which the members of
the society reside; or

(b) where the membership of the society is drawn from a professional body or
wholly or mainly from persons who are or have been engaged in a particular
trade, profession or vocation, in an appropriate professional journal,



Friendly Societies Act 1992 (c. 40)
SCHEDULE 12 — Meetings and Resolutions
Document Generated: 2024-04-18

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

as the rules may provide.

(6) Proxy voting shall be permitted (notwithstanding anything to the contrary in a
society’s rules) on any resolution which is to be moved as a special resolution at any
meeting of a friendly society other than a meeting of delegates; and the procedure
adopted by the society for such proxy voting shall comply with any requirements
prescribed in regulations by the Commission.

Postal ballots

(1) The rules of a friendly society or registered branch may provide for the voting—

(a) in an election of the committee of management or, where applicable, of the
secretary, or

(b) on any resolution (whether special or not),

to be conducted in all, or in any particular, circumstances by postal ballot; and in this
Act “ballot” or “postal ballot” in relation to an election or a resolution of the society
or branch, means a postal ballot taking place by virtue of those rules.

(2) Where a postal ballot is to take place, the following provisions of this paragraph have
effect.

(3) Notice of a postal ballot shall be given not less than 14 nor more than 56 days before
the date which the society or branch specifies as the final date for the receipt of
completed ballot papers (referred to in this paragraph as “the voting date”).

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act, notice of a postal ballot shall be given to every
member of the society or branch who would be entitled to vote in the election or on
the resolution if the voting date for the election or the resolution fell on the date of
the notice.

(5) Notice of a postal ballot—
(a) shall contain such other notices relating to the election or resolution; and
(b) shall be accompanied by such other documents,

as would be required to be given or sent to a member in connection with the election
or resolution had it been intended to hold the election or vote on the resolution at a
meeting instead of by postal ballot with the exception, however, of any notice relating
to voting by proxy at a meeting.

Resolutions requiring special notice

(1) Where by any provision of this Act special notice is required of a resolution, the
resolution is not effective unless notice of the intention to move it has been given
to the friendly society concerned at least 28 days before the meeting at which it is
moved.

(2) The friendly society concerned shall give its members notice of any such resolution
at the same time and in the same manner as is required by its rules for notice of the
meeting or, if that is not practicable, shall give them notice (either by advertisement
in a newspaper having an appropriate circulation or in any other mode allowed by
the society’s rules) at least 14 days before the meeting.

(3) If, after notice of the intention to move such a resolution has been given to the society,
ameeting is called for a date 28 days or less after the notice has been given, the notice
is deemed properly given, though not given within the time required.



